
EARL AMHERST 
/tet. ^o 



LORD AMHERST 

AND THE BRITISH ADVANCE EASTWARDS 
TO BURMA 


BY 

ANNE THACKERAY RITCHIE 

AND 

RICHARDSON EVANS 


OXFORD 

AT THE CLARENDON PRESS 
MCM IX 



OXFORD 

I'liisTr.o ATTiin C!.AKrs‘noN i frn*. 

PY II ifAtf, M.%. 

fTJIHTtfc TO tftr 



OONTENTS 


cnAr. 

I. 

II. 

m. 

IV. 

V. 

VL 

vn. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X 

XI. 


Faiiily, Early Career asd Embassy to Cuira . 

Goverkor-Gel'eral of Ikria 

Arrival ik Indi.v ard Social Life at Calcutta 
The Burmese War ; the Catture or Rixcoos . 

Tue Burmese W..ui: the Defesce or Raxgoos 
AXD CosQUEsr OF Araram .... 

Tue Burmese War : Auvaxce or Prome asd Ava, 

ARD CoRCLUSIOR OF TUE WaR. 

Tue Catture of Bhartpur 

Tue Mutiry at Barrackfur .... 

The Erolisu it’ Ixdia durirg Lord Amherst’s 
Goverror-Gereilushif 

Tour ir the "OrEER Proyirces .... 

Visits to Delhi ard Simla, ard Returr to 
Erolard 


PACES 

9-20 
. 21-SI 
5=-65 
66-85 

86-io.t 

105-127 

128-147 

148-163 

164-174 

175-191 

192-209 


Irder 


211-220 




NOTE 


Tho orthography of proper names follows tho adopted by 

the Indian Government for tho Imperial Gaeciteer of India. That 
system, while adhering to tho popular spelling of very well-known 
Xilaccs, such as Punjab, Poona, Deccan, &c., employs in all other 
eases tho vowels with tho following uniform sounds ; — 
a, ns in woman : o', ns in father : i, ns in kin : ^ ns in intrigue : 
0, as in cold : ti, ns in bull : u, ns in rule. 
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r.VMJI.V, KaM.T ('Al’.r.KU AK1> I'MlIAFfjY TO (.'HISA 

Tnr. country lie? in llitii delightful region 

^Yhcro the North Dinvns slope from Sevenoaks to 
Tunbridge :ind the Weald of Kent. The place which 
iHinrs the naino is in the parish of ]\;ndiury, within 
a few miles of Tunbridge, nnd from the l*ipe Kolls of 
down to the Tudor period wo lind mention of 
those who took their description from the spot. The 
llevcrond di'llerA' Amherst, was, in the time, of the 
Commonwonlth, Hector of IJonsmondcn, a parish cast 
of Pendjury, and about eight miles cast of Tunbridge 
Wells. The son, the grand.«on, nnd the great grand- 
son of that worthy were .sncc^*ssively harristens nnd 
benchers of Gray’s Inn. The second of the.so legal 
dignitaries, wlm died in 1713, fixed his scat at Kivor- 
hend, a pleasant village close to Sovenoaks, and about 
fifteen miles to the north-cn.st of the original Pemhurj* 
home. The third of the line of benchers, who also 
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lived at Riverhead, and was buried with his wife at 
Sevenoaks, was the father of Jeflfery, the first Lord 
Amherst. Another son, William, the father of the 
statesman whose Indian administration we have here 
to sketch, was also a soldier. 

At Riverhead the Amherst property was close to 
Knole, and in 1731 the Duke of Dorset procured for 
Jeffery Amherst, the son of his friend the bencher, 
an ensigncy in the Guards. This led to service in 
the Continental wars, and acquaintanceship with the 
great Captains of the day; and so good a use did 
the young soldier make of his opportunities, that Pitt 
recognized in him a heaven-sent agent for work that 
in the prescient mind of the statesman was of critical 
importance. It was the period when Montcalm was 
maturing his plans for coimecting the French pos- 
sessions in Louisiana with the French possessions in 
Canada. Jeffery Amherst was appointed to the chief 
command of the operations necessary to defeat this 
well-laid plan for shouldering the English out of 
North America. His first exploit was to capture 
Louisburg, the fortress on Cape Breton which had 
hitherto mocked the efforts of the British assailants. 
In the general operations which followed Amherst 
commanded one of the three forces employed. While 
Wolfe has obtained unfading renown by the glorious 
capture of Quebec, Amherst did no less solid service 
by reducing Ticonderoga. Finally in 1760 the united 
forces took Montreal, and General Jeffery Amherst was 
appointed Governor-General of British North America. 
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In 1761 ho was inatlo a Knight of tho Bath, in 1763 
he returned to England, and in 1776 he was created 
a Peer. With tho rest of his career, his courageous 
opposition to tho wishes of tho king, his appointment 
as Commander-iii'Chief, his support of tho war with 
tho revolted colonics in America, his action in tho 
Gordon Riots, and his appointment as Field Marshal 
we have little immediate concern. He went back to 
live at tho family estate at Riverhead, wliich ho called 
after the scene of his Canadian triumph, Montreal. 
He was created Lord Amherst with remainder to his 
nephew in 1788, and died in 1797 at tho ago of 
eighty. 

We return now to General William Amherst, his 
brother^. He had accompanied Sir Jeffery to Canada, 
and brought back tho nows of the capture of Louis- 
burg. Both brothers had a passion for botany, and 
while in America collected tho seeds of many trees 
and shrubs which were then little luiown in Great 
Britain. These were planted in 1759 in the- garden 
at Riverhead in tho part which was afterwards Icnown 
as the American wood. During this time of absence 
in America, the old house which used to be called 
Brook’s Place was pulled down, and the new mansion 
finished under the new title. Li 1766 Lieutenant- 
General William Amherst maiTied Elizabeth Patterson. 
‘She was a very pretty and accomplished woman, 
much beloved by her brothers-in-law.’ William Pitt, 

' General William Amherst conquered Kowfoundland and was 
for several years Adjutant-General to the Forces. 
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their eldest son, the subject of this memoir, -was born 
in X773 at Bath, one of his godfathers being Lord 
Chatham, who was an intimate friend of the family. 
Two years after the birth of her daughter, Mrs. 
Amherst passed away from the love of her kindred. 
All this while the old Governor-General (Jeffery) was 
living at Eiverhead. General William Amherst had 
his home at St. John’s in the Isle of Wight, where, 
till hLs death in 1781, the children lived. The place 
was then sold, and they went to live at Montreal 
with their uncle and aunt, who treated them as 
their own children. The lad went to school at West- 
minster, and passed thence to Christ Church, Oxford, 
where he took the degree of JI.A. in 1797. In his 
University days he devoted the long vacations to 
walking and riding tours, nourishing that taste for 
scenery and nature of which we shall see so many 
charming traits in his later life. On leaving Oxford 
in 1793 he started, after the custom of the time, on 
a grand continental tour, studying the languages on 
his way. His capacity as a linguist was shown when, 
a generation later, an Italian bishop, who found himself 
in India, spoke of the pleasure he derived from the pure 
pronunciation with which the Governor-General spoke 
his native tongue. It was at Kome that in the year 
1794 he first met the Earl and Countess of Plymouth, 
and made great friends of both. After she became 
a widow he married her in 1800. The marriage, as 
a perusal of her diary would alone suffice to show, 
was an exceedingly happy one. She was one of the 
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co'hoiresses of the last Lord Archer. She and her 
sisters were very lovely women. 

In 1797, as we have said, the first Lord Amherst 
died, and his nephew succeeded to the title. Ho 
succeeded also to Court favour, and he was Lord of 
the Bedchamber to George III from 180a to 1804. 
Has gifts seem to have marked him out very early 
for diplomatic employment, as in 1809 he was sent 
as Ambassador Extraordinary to Sicily. In 1815 
ho was made a Privy Councillor. 

From the faithful discharge of these temporary and 
ceremonial duties Lord Amherst was soon to be called 
to a mission full of grave political moment and 
fraught with possibilities of romantic peril. La the 
early part of the present century the interior of China 
was still, to the European imagination, a region of 
mystery, and the Imperial Court was a labyrinth 
which Western diplomacy had not yet succeeded in 
exploring. The East India Company, which in India 
had been transformed from a trading association to 
a great governing organization, was still on the 
Chinese coast engaged in conducting and endeavour- 
ing to extend a profitable traffic. But the factory at 
Canton was unauthorized by any explicit warrant 
from Chinese officials. Nevertheless, in 1813, the 
Company, anxious to push their trade and influence 
after the model which had rendered them the leading 
political power in Hindustan, formally appointed 
a chief of the factory at Canton. It is a curious 
illustration of the complexities which the dual system 
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involved, that the Company became embroiled with 
the local Mandarins less by any act of then* own 
servants than by the independent action of the com- 
mander of a king’s ship. The immediate result was 
a series of conferences between high officers of the 
Company and trusted agents of the Court of Pekin ; 
but it was felt that the differences which existed 
demanded for their adjustment the despatch of an 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary. To 
this distinguished and trying office Lord Amherst was 
appointed by the Prince Eegent. There had been a 
British Embassy to Pekin at the close of the preceding 
century, but the dismissal of Lord Macartney and the 
humiliating demands made upon him by the etiquette 
of the Imperial Court furnished no hopeful augury 
to the new envoy. Lord Amherst, however, started 
on his voyage with a brave heart and a cheerful 
readiness to see good in all things. His own account 
of the long journey from England to the remotest 
East, as set forth almost from day to day in the diary 
kept with his own hand, is a record, fascinating in its 
simplicity, of many strange experiences. Lady Amherst 
did not accompany her husband on this first excursion 
to Oriental climes. His son Jeff, whose name appears 
so often in the faded entries, was the partner of the 
delights and the privations of this memorable mission. 

The narrative of the voyage may serve to remind 
us of the world-wide domain over which the East 
India Company in those days had its stations, and 
left its imprint. The squadron sailed from Portsmouth 
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on February 8, 1816. A visit to Kio do Janeiro, where 
the British Ambassador had the good fortune to meet 
the King of Portugal, was a pleasant distraction from 
the monotony of ship life. A fortnight in the Brazils 
appears indeed to have been then as common a pleasure 
by the way as a few daj^s in Cairo is now that the 
highway to India lies through Egypt. Capetown 
was then the half-way-house of meetings. 

'April 18. In tlic bay we find tbo Sahetio and five 
Indiamen homeward bound. I went on board the 'William 
Pilt, East Indiaman, to pay a visit to the Countess of 
Zjoudoun wbo is on her way to England. She is going to 
take her son, Lord Hungerford, to school, and told mo that 
she intended afterwards to rejoin Lord Moira in India. 
Tlicy had had a very tedious passage from Bengal, and had 
been twelve days in sight of the Cape without being able, 
from calms and contrary winds, to roach the shore.' 

‘April 22. Ncwlands, the countiy residence of Lord 
Charles Somerset, ns Commander-in-CIiief, is in point of 
situation and external nppcai'ance like a gentleman’s country 
house in England. ... It is pleasantly situated in the midst of 
floiurishing woods, and its neighbourhood affords some most 
beautiful rides. These arc chiefly through an unenclosed 
country covered with Ericas and various beautiful shrubs. ... I 
can compare the country to nothing but a shrubbery suffered 
to grow wild, and abounding in the choicest and most orua- 
nicntal plants. . . . One of our rides was, of course, to Con- 
stautia, which all strangers visit on account of its famous 
vineyards.' 

On Juno 9 tho party reached Anjier Bay (Batavia), 
‘exactly the day four months from our leaving 
Spithcad.’ Here Lord Arahcret could not forbear 
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reflecting on the superior advantages of British 
rule. 

‘ The English and Dutch system with respect to the natives 
is ns different ns possiblCj for whereas the gates of the forti- 
fication are now open at all times, and the Javanese are 
suffered to wander about the precincts undisturbing and 
undisturbed, a native under the Dutch Government was in- 
fallibly shot nt if he ventured to approach the fortification 
after dark ; and I was also told, while taking our walk in 
the dusk beyond the village, that a Dutchman would not 
have ventured to have done so as ho valued bis life.* 

After a visit to the city of Batavia he remarks 
that ‘he was greatly disappointed at its general 
appearance ’ ; — 

* We rode by the barracks where the Dutch troops used 
to be quartered, and where it is said the mortality was so 
great that sometimes two sets of men were swept off in the 
twelvemonth. The climate appears to have been far less 
.prejudicial both to our civil or military authorities . . . 
Perhaps the difference in the mortality of the two nations 
may be owing to the less sedentary and more temperate 
mode of living practised by the English.’ 

‘In every part of the island’ — Lord Amherst observes — 
‘the English travel fearlessly in very small numbers and 
unarmed, and so far from experiencing injury or insult, 
have met with nothing but kindness and hospitality.’ 

Certainly Lord Amherst was an Englishman who 
believed in England. We had enemies then as now, 
and their methods in those times were the methods 
employed to-day. 

‘ The first news the Ambassador received on arriving in 
Chinese waters was that the Portuguese at Macao had 
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alrcndj’ begmi to ]n’opagntc injurious and unfavourable 
reports about the mission.’ 

Upon tho fortunes of the Embassy after it bad 
roaclied Chinese soil, and was subjected to the tender 
luorcies of (he functionaries of state, we must not dwell. 
Celestial diplomacy appeal's to have been in spirit 
then what it had been for ccntuiies before and what 
it remains still. But tho contest was waged in i8i6 
on far diflevont tenns from those which the modem 
Tsung-li-Vamen has to accept. Lord Amherst was 
necessarily ignorant of the conditions with which he 
had to deal, and had no means of gauging either the 
character or r.ank of the various officials who were 
successive!}* sent to make experiments on his good 
nature or his fears. The object was to befool him if 
possible ; if that failed, to terrify him ; and if he 
refused to Iks coerced, to humiliate him. Throughout 
the period of cmcl indignity and privation to whicli 
he was exposed on the ven* threshold of the palace, 
he bore himself irith rare fortitude and discretion. 
It is possible that if celc.stial cunning bad not overshot 
itself by resorting to sheer brutality, the ceremonial 
obeisance, to secure which all these artifices and out- 
rages had been employed, would have been conceded. 
For Lord Ainben'^t had it much on his mind to secure 
for the East India Company at Canton pnviieges 
which were dearer in the eyes of Lead en rai l Street 
than the assertion of the digni^ of tne crown. 

There is somethin" at once ludicrous ana pa_n=„e ^ 
the extraordinary compromises giavexy <»— "S 
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deliberately discussed on the terrible subject of the 
Kotow. Reading in Lord Amherst’s manuscript the 
faithfully minute accounts of the trickery by which 
the Mandarins, without regard to the colour or number 
of their buttons, sought to entrap him into private 
and unintended performance of the indispensable 
obeisance, we can hardly help pitying these artistic 
rogues at the failure of practices so conscientiously 
devised and laboriously executed. The end was that 
the Ambassador had to -make a miserable retreat from 
the outskirts of the Court. 

Lord Amherst and his suite were conducted through 
the inland provinces to Canton. Little by little, as 
day passed day in the lazy voyage along the Great 
Canal, vexations and regrets gave way to delighted- 
contemplation of the novel scenes through which he 
passed. On the whole he had no great reason to 
complain of want of good-nature in his guides. They 
allowed him as much libei'ty as was compatible with 
their instructions, andthe farther he got from the capital 
the more marked were the attentions paid to him. 
TTia reception at Canton was, on the part of the 
Chinese, so respectful, and on the part of the English- 
men, whether belonging to the factory or the ships of 
war, so abundantly cordial, that a nature even more 
resentful and brooding than that of the Ambassador 
might well have been tempted to forget the injury. 
But the memory of the affronts he had received could 
never be effaced. He was delighted with the aspect 
of the settlement, and was able to solace himself with 
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tlie thought that the compunction and the feav -with 
which the Chinese authorities regai'dcd their treat- 
ment of the Envoy was in itself a pledge that the 
interests of our enterprise would sustain no prejudice 
from the diplomatic disappointment. Apart from the 
official aspect of the mattein chronicled, the diary 
shows Lord Amherst’s character in a most pleasing 
light. Home was constantly in his thoughts. Even 
the most fantastic scenery on the route suggests to 
the mind of the wanderer some parallel from the quiet 
scenes of English towns and fields. Though he does 
not pose as a naturalist, he took loving note of plants 
and fiowers ; and without any pretence to be a con- 
noisseur, ho shows a fine appreciation of art in its 
application to the uses of life. To the chai'ms of land- 
scape he was keenly alive, and of that human nature 
which his eventful journey presented to him in such 
bewildering and sometimes repulsive variety’, he was 
a genial student. In everything we see, on the part of 
Lord Amherst, a high conscientiousness and humble 
anxiety to support worthily the honour of his country. 

The chapter of misfortunes was not ended with the 
departure from Canton. A visit to Manilla was 
a pleasant incident in the early part of the home- 
ward voyage, but in passing tlmough the Straits of 
Jaspar, His Majesty’s Ship Alceste, which bore the 
sacred pei-sbn of the Ambassador, struck on a sunken 
rock and was lost. Leaving the officers to guard the 
baggage on the island to which fortunately the whole 
company were able to scramble, the ‘ gentlemen ’ had to 
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take to the boats, and row with infinite toil and dis- 
comfort towards Batavia, where, to tlioir relief, they 
foiind a hospitable welcome on board an English ship 
whicli happened to ho in the roads. ‘ I was overjoyed,’ 
says the patriotic Envoy, ‘ to find that although the 
island was given up to the Dutch, the principal English 
authorities were still at Ryswyck.’ Tlio succeeding 
entries give a suggestive picture of tho straits to which 
a shipwrecked Embassy may bo reduced in the hum- 
drum matter of a passage homo. At last, all was 
happily arranged. But when tho vessel, on which 
Lord Amherst had again embarked had arrived within 
150 miles of tho Mauritius, a second calamity ensued 
in tho shape of a fire. 

After this there are no more di8aBtci*s to record. 

Stopping at St. Helena, Lord Amherst enjoyed tho 
privilege which sometimes fell to the lot of less 
distinguished callere at the island. He was admitted 
to an interview with tho captive Napoleon, from 
whom ho heard much that even to-day it is inter- 
esting to road. But wo can only give tho remarks 
that were peraonal to Lord Amherst. 

‘ Ho began by showing me that ho had acquainted himself, 
even minutely, with what related to myself ; asked me why 
I boro the name of Pitt, and if I had not hod a demiU with 
the Queen whom he called an Intriguante’ 

On August 16, 1817, tho much-travelled Envoy had 
‘once more tho satisfaction of setting foot on old 
England,’ and so ends the diary. 


CHAPTER II 


Govr.nsoR-GKKnnAh ok Ini>ia 

On Jnmmry 9, 1^23, the Mnrqucss of llnslings 
quitted llie scene of his hrillinnt liiiiours. It lind 
been a slirrhig qucsti<iu at homo wlm sliould succeed 
the gveat pro-couhul. AU eyes were turned to George 
Canning. Ho had i)oon Prc.sidont of the Board of 
Control, hut owing to his unwillingness to share with 
his colleagues the obloquy of the Queen’s trial had 
withdrawn from the Jlinistry, Wlnle ho was thus 
cu news came in the early part of 1823 

of liord Hastings’s intendwl vetircJnent. Mr. Canning 
needed little pereuasion to accept the reversion of 
a post so attractive to his imagination. No chapter 
in the volume of ‘What might have boon's ’ would be 
more alluring than that which would deal with the 
liossibilitics of English n>le in India had George 
Canning continued the woi-k of Lord Hastings. Pos- 
sibly* he might have discovered, ns others have when 
they pass from the function of control to that of 
initiative and of executive administration, that the clog 
is sometimes more powerful in the ordering of events 
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than the driving force. He -would certainly have 
felt with possibly painful disfanctness the difference 
between the system of government in and by a House 
of Commons moved by feiwent speech, and govern- 
ment under conditions where eloquence can only 
expend itself in the preparation of glowing minutes. 
But the experiment was not to be tried ; the tragic 
death of the Marquess of Londonderry left a place in 
the Cabinet to which Canning was imperiously called, 
and the Court of Directors had to look elsewhere. 

Lord William Bentinck had been, some years before, 
dismissed from the Government of Madi‘as under 
circumstances which placed him in possession of a 
well-established grievance. Lord Amherst, on the 
other hand, was thought to have earned by the hard- 
ships be endured in China a title to a reward more 
substantial than pi-aise. In the case of both the 
hopes of their friends were ultimately fulfilled, but 
Lord Amherst's claim was allowed precedence. 

There was an interval of more than seven months 
between the departure of Lord Hastings and the 
anival of Lord Amherst. In this brief period 
Mr. John Adam, who as the senior member of Council 
was ad interim Governor-General, contrived to raise 
some questions which profoundly stirred the Anglo- 
Indian community. The freedom of the Press is 
a doctrine so well established now that it is difficult 
to enter into the strong convictions of many liberally 
minded officials seventy years ago as to the necessity 
of rigid censorship. Lord Hastings had in theory 
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nbolishcd tlio ccnpovptnp which imloctl hnd in very 
ram inslnnccs been willoil into piny since the dnyn of 
Cornwallis. But ns nfter the ‘invidious shackles’ 
wove broken the editor of n newspaper was still 
prohibited from publishing ‘aniumdvci'sions on the 
inensurtjs and the proceedings of the Honourable 
Court of Directors,’ and (to omit other forbidden 
categories) from ‘ publishing private scanilal and per- 
sonal remarks on individuals temling to excite dissen- 
sion in society,’ the degree of relief cannot be thought 
extravngjint. Mr. dames Silk Buckingham, the con- 
ductor of a clever little print appearing under the 
title of The Othui(a Jourunl. for the delectation of 
society at the l*rcsi«leney, became the object of 
a practical demonstmtion of the mean'mg of the 
liberty of the Press. He hnd ri<liculcd the appoint- 
ment of a minister of the Scotch Church to the oflice 
of Clerk to the Committee of Stationery. But it 
must be said, in justice to Mr. Adam’s sense of 
absurdity, that it wn.s the dclibeinte repetition of the 
ollonce which provokc<l the j)cnnlty. Mr. Bucking- 
ham wiis summarily deprived of bis licence — for even 
then a licence was indispensable — to remain in 
Bengal, and despatched by an early sliip to England. 
It is only fair to those who sui)j)orted the ])ollcy of 
the high hand to recall the fact that the position of 
the East India Company as a paramount power was 
felt, even by those who hnd played a leading part 
in advancing the borders of its intlucncc, to bo pre- 
carious, it may almost be said provisional. The little 
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lintulAil of Europeans at the T’rosidcncy ropreaented 
in the eyes of the native potentates, and tho masses 
of the i)coplo, the governing community, and it was 
plnusildy urged tlmi aiij- hesitation on the part of 
those in authority to assert their title to implicit 
respect might fatally discredit the exotic ndminis- 
tmtiun. 

In events of strictl}’ political concern within the 
limits of India proper, tho administration of ]/)rd 
Amhcist was destined to ho comparatively sterile. 
Twenty years before, liOrd Lake’s campaigns had 
brought tho North-Wc.*»tern Provinces under the 
Company's rule, and made its ofiicors guardians of 
tho Emperor at Delhi. To Lord Wellesley also we 
owe the districts which form the Jladras Pre.sidcncy. 
Tho main function of Lord nastings was to reduce to 
impotence tho powers which had long hara.ssed and 
menaced us in tho possession of these temtorie.=i, 
but almost all the region which constitutes tho 
Bombay Presidency was incoiporalcd in the Com- 
pany's dominions ns tho result of his great campaign 
against tho Jlariithfis. When Lord Amherst took 
over charge they had been less than five years under 
British rule, and five years — even when an Elphin- 
stono is in charge— is hardly long enough to clear 
away the debris of long confusion. Tho I’cst of India 
east of tho Sutlej and the Indus valley was, if wo 
except the ten*itories of Nepfil and Burma, S:c., in 
a relation of subsidiary dependence. Throughout 
Eajput5na, Millwa, Gujarat, Oudh, Bundelkhand, 
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Indore, BhopAl, Borar, Haidariibdd, Mysore, and Tra- 
vancore, the Company spoke through its Kesidents 
or other agents Avith commanding authority. 

The disposition of the new Governor-General ap- 
peared to mark him out for the role of a peace 
minister. But by the not uncommon paradox of fate 
the pacific Governor-General had hardly taken the 
oaths of ofiice when he found himself confronted with 
the possibilities — soon to become certainties — of hos- 
tilities more arduous and more expensive than had 
been dreamt of in the worst nightmare of the most 
thriftilA'-minded magnate at the East India House. 
The period of Lord Amherst’s rule was not barren of 
domestic incidents, if by the word ‘incidents’ we 
may be permitted to describe the stirring of ten- 
dencies destined to grow before long into great 
measures. But his term will be memorable in history 
for a great war, and a glorious entei'prise of anus. 
The expeditions against Burma marked the renewal, 
after the repose of thousands of years, of the march of 
the Aryan eastwards. Many centuries before Christ, 
the race had poured through the passes of the Hindu 
Kush into the land of the Five Eivers; had settled 
in the vast expanse of the Ganges valley, and pushed 
on wherever the soil Avas tempting in the highlands 
and coast tracts of the Deccan. But haAuug thrust 
aside the peoples of other origin the Aryans appeai’ed 
content to rest. The mountainous region which 
divides India from Burma and from China was the 
limit of their wanderings. Isolated immigrations 
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there might have been of Brdhmans or of Rfijputg, 
but there was no wave of conquest to the east of the 
Bay of Bengal. Up to the time when Lord Amherst 
reluctantly accepted the necessity of organizing mili- 
tary measures for the protection of om* own soil and 
the eflfectual chastisement of Burmese insolence, the 
basin of the Irawadi was a region beyond the 
thoughts and almost beyond the knowledge of Anglo- 
Indian statesmen. We were aware of our neighbours 
on the west. The progress of Russian aims against 
Persia, the intrigues which were set on foot, and 
the combinations which were devised by Napoleon 
Bonapai'te in his palmy days had suggested to the 
immediate predecessors of Lord Amherst the necessity 
of cultivating friendly relations with the Court of 
Teheran^ and with the great Sikh State on the 
Indus, which was in the eyes of the diplomatists of 
the East India Company veiy much what Afghanistan 
is at present to the Foreign Office, But with the races 
and politics beyond our eastern border we had little 
concern. Missions, indeed, of the most modest cha- 
racter had been sent to Ava with a view to settling 


' It may be convenient to sum up here Lord Amlieist’s I'elations 
with Asiatic powers on the west by recording that in i8s6 Colonel 
Macdonald was sent as an Envoy to the Shah, who was then vainly 
resisting an aggressive movement of Russian troops. But the only 
outcome of the mission was that the British representative looked 
impotently on while the Czar exacted considerable cessions of 
territory ^Treaty of Turkomanchai, Fob. ag, 1828). The Indian 
Government helped the Shah to find the money for the indemnity ; 
obtaining, in return for its grant, a release from the obligation to 
pay a conditional subsidy. 
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some border troubles, but avc bad no notion of ex- 
tending our political activity to the valley of the 
Iravradi. Yet as the consequence of that first stop 
taken by Lord Amberst, the British standard has been 
advanced not only beyond the royal cities of the 
Burmese, but carried up the Irawadi to the very con- 
fines of China, and along the tributaries of the great 
stream, among wild tribes that hardly owned even 
a nominal allegiance to the lords of the white elephant. 
This process of undesigned and undesired absorption 
has added the Celestial Empire to the list of powei-s with 
vrhich the rulers of India have to make their account ; 
while it has brought us into perilous contact with the 
French possessions in Indo-China, and with adven- 
turous soldiers who would fain recover for the arms 
of the Bepublic the Empire in the East of which 
Dupleix di’eamt and for which he plotted. 

From another point of view the Burmese w'ar marks 
a stage in the political relations of m'oeds. Buddhism 
had its birth in India. From India came the mission- 
aries who w*on vast populations in Eastern Asia to 
belief in the teachings of Gautama. But the religion 
is extinct in the land w'here its foimder was born and 
where for many centuries after his death it flourished. 
In the struggle with Bitvhmanism the simpler faith of 
Sakya Muni was worsted, its edifices destroj’^ed, and 
its votaries exterminated, and so for ages the cults 
dwelt apart. But when the Hindu Sepoys occupied 
Rangoon, they found themselves in a Buddhist land. 
When- contemplating the gorgeous pagodas which 
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occasionally sevvcd either them or the enemy as 
fortresses, the Brdhman soldiers might have meditated 
on the strange fate that again brought the votaries of 
Siva with hostile intent to the sanctuaries of the 
milder sage. . 

The siege of Bhartpur was an episode so stirring 
and splendid in itself that it seems superfluous to 
inquii’e as to its historic significance. If the ex- 
peditions against Burma were momentous by their 
consequences, they cannot be said on the balance of 
triumph and reverse to have been altogether flattering 
to British pride. But the storming of Bhartpur, had 
it been merely a chivalrous blunder, would still have 
counted for much as a factor in that abiding element 
of strength — ^the military prestige of our name. It 
has, however, a distinct place in the evolution of 
British power throughout India. It was the brilliant 
conclusion of the series of arduous labours by w'hich 
English supremacy had been asserted in Northern 
India — ^by which the Mardtha power had been com- 
pletely crushed, and by which the last faint hope 
cherished by the puppet emperor at Delhi, or by 
Bohilla desperadoes, or Bdjput pi'inces, or Jdt chiefs, 
was once for all dispelled. The Fax BHiannica was 
then definitely extended to the Indus, and though 
a score of years later the lesson of submission had to 
be enforced at Gwalior, the victory at Bhartpur may be 
regarded as establishing the undisputed right of the 
East India Company to maintain peace and order 
within the limits of Hindustdn and the Deccan. • 
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Clnv>iiolo2icnllv LorJ Aniliorj«t’s n<hninisfrntion in 

C* V 

singukvly well placed for the purpose of comparison. 
Just half a century had elapsed since the East India 
Company determined to * .stand forth ns Dewan,' and 
the direct mnnaErojncnt of the revenue in the districts 

o 

which then were entrusted to their care p.asscd from 
the hands of the native oflicials to those of English 
‘ collectors.’ It was ahoul a <pinrter of a centiuy 
since the great reforms of Lord Cornwallis placed the 
administration of Ecngnl, Behnr and Orissa on the 
basis which has never been abandoned, and w'hich 
with necessary modifications was adopted for the 
government of the territories successively occupied 
ns the pillars of the Company’s domain wore pushed 
on towards the north and the setting sun. It hap- 
pens, too, that the term with which we have to do 
lies almost midway between the installation of liord 
Elgin ns Viceroy of the Indian Empire of 1 •S93 and 
the original grant w’hich converted the Company 
from a trading association into concossionnaires of 
sovereign rights over, a vast tract more populous and 
more fertile than most European kingdoms. The 
phases of development coincide, we think, with the 
divisions into which time 1 ms been mapped. It would 
not be inaccurate to describe the period before Lord 
Amhenst's arrival at Government House, ns one of 
stnigglo and acquisition, and that which ensued as 
one of possession and of organization. Vast indeed 
had been the change in the character of the men bj^ 
whom the affairs of the people of India wore managed. 



3 ° 


LORD AMHERST 


ns distinguished from the more conspicuous functions 
of control vested in the courtiers or the politicians 
whom the British Cabinet or the Board of Directors 
sent out to bo the agent of their will or — as generally 
happened, when good work was to be done — to receive 
instructions which the inexorable course of events 
had rendered obsolete or mischievous. The Governor- 
General at Calcutta was a little nearer the realities 
of the situation than the Commissioners of Control 
at "Whitehall or the Directom at the India House. 
But closer still to the intrigues of native courts and 
the humdrum miseries of the seething masses were 
those illustrious servants of the Company, who, while 
Viceroys came and went, remained permanent!}* on the 
field of action, and whose opinions not infrequently 
dictated decisions to the Governor-General. They 
possessed the indispensable infoimation, the cultivated 
instinct, the luiack of executive success. Following 
in their train, and acting loyally in concert with the 
chiefs in all matters that concerned the haute politique, 
there was already a school of district officials : men 
whose hearts and souls were absorbed in thought for 
the well-being of the common folk, who had a masteiy 
of the vernacular speech, and an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the infinite variety of native customs and 
ideas. We would not draw any hard and fast line 
between the dignified administrator and the magis- 
trate whose highest ambition was to suppress crime, 
to encourage industry, to enlist all that was best in 
native society on the side of the new lords of the 
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State. But it would be iiTational and ungrateful, m 
selecting some names from the roll of honour, to 
forget the obscure civilians whose fame is confined to 
the scene of their toil and there is conserved to this 
day in the traditions of the counfay side. They had 
their rewards even in their work. The area of culti- 
vation had not been extended so far as to drive the 
tiger or game almost as noble beyond reach, and it 
was stili an aphorism wifai the civilians in X-ord 
Amherst's day that the best work was done when 
the district oScer went- amongst the people with 
his gnn on Ms shoulder. Sport was more than 
a recreation : it was the means of gaining the con- 
fidmee ci the people and laming the truth aV^ut 
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temper ; Sir Thomas Munro, simple and earnest ; Och- 
terlony — now alas 1 the shadow of his greater self; — 
these names oi’e household words even to-day and 
fill the official literature of the time. Four out of the 
five were Scotchmen, and three were soldiers. But 
difibi-ent social strains were found happily blended 
in the public service. Metcalfe was a brilliant Eton 
boy: Elphinstonc an aristocrat to the finger tips: 
Malcolm was a farmer’s son: in Munro the plain 
commercial element was represented. There were 
strong distinctions of moral and religious tone. Wo 
find the gentle spirit of Bishop Heber distressed by 
tales which ho for his part, having known the man, 
did not believe — that Elphinstonc was an ‘atheist,’ 
while Munro’s letters arc full of unpretentious piety. 
Nor can the student of the times fail to sec the 
contrast between the austere principles of Metcalfe 
and the somewhat Oriental laxity of Ochterlony. 
But all had one instinct in common : a commanding 
sense of public duty. 

There was, in truth, giant’s work to be done. The 
Find^is had been crushed and scattered: the pre- 
datory powers brought under the firm bonds of British 
supremacy. The degenerate descendant of the Great 
Mughal had to confine his despotic rule to the prer 
cincts of the palace or, at most, the boundaries of 
his private domains. But the submission, though for 
the moment complete, was sullen, and the only pledge 
for the continuance of internal peace was the vigi- 
lance and sagacity of our ofiicers and the efficiency 
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of our military system. For the former there was 
abundant guarantee. 

‘The same ni'is that did gain 
A power, must it maintain.' 

But to the adequacy of the Company’s armaments, 
tlie thrifty spirit of Lcadcnhall Street was the 
standing impediment. ‘ Adapt your revenue to your 
ruling requirements' was the contention of Sir 
Charles ^tctcalfo. ‘Adapt your military require- 
ments to the exigences of economical finance’ was 
the unceasing burden of the deputations from home. 
And in a sense the Directors were right. The dis- 
atibetion created by excessive or inappropriate 
imposts is no whit less da-ngorous than -weak bat- 
talions, and the problem of finance pressed voiy 
heavily on the minds of those responsible. 

Bevenue means of course for India to a very largo 
extent land settlement. Since the beginning of the 
century, experience had been secured by our ofiicials 
at the expense alike of owners and of cultivators. 
Tlio policy of the Permanent Settlement, which had 
been adopted for Bengal in 1792 and was subse- 
quently extended to the Benares districts, remained 
the stock subject of debate in the time of Lord 
Amhci-st and remains the stock subject still. With 
it. was conjoined in the talk of olUcials at Calcutta 
and Madras or of the district ofliccra as they discussed 
afl’airs before the camp-fire in some remote tract, 
then perhaps first seen by European e^es, the meriUs 
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of ilic rival system of JIadras. This is not the place 
to attempt a solution of the insoluble. There is 
reason in the contention that Lord Cornwallis, by 
fixing once for all the payments to bo made by those 
who wore recognized by him as the landed class, 
laid a firm basis of loyalty in self-interest. British 
rule was obviously acceptable to men to whom it 
assured the easy enjoyment of influence and propoi'ty. 
But these eulogists of the Bormanent Settlement will 
not hesitate to admit that, in canying out the prin- 
ciple, grievous ciToi-s wore made. The rights of the 
hereditary cultivators — the true ownera of the soil 
ns far ns ownership can bo said to exist in’ India — 
were, if not overlooked, at least left unprovided for, 
and the right of paying the government revenue, 
with all the power and privileges that this right 
implied, was conferred in a great number of instances 
on men who had hardly any title by long possession 
and none by prescriptive usage. Even to many of 
these the headlong gift proved ruinous. The habits 
of their class had made it morally impossible that 
they could comply with the stringent conditions 
imposed as to the paj^mont of the fixed state' rent. 
The result was the wholesale transfer of estates 
which might well bo described as territories to the 
clever underlings of the English ofiicials. It is 
a melancholy truth ■ that the first result of our 
Western administration in the East is to create these 
opportunities for astute clerks, who have a sufficiently 
ke^ intelligence to avail themselves of all. the 
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niceties and quibbles of refined bureaucracy, but 
have not the slightest sympathy -with the moi’al 
purpose which underlies great administrative schemes. 
The end of it all was in Bengal that there did grow 
up a class of men who had a recognized title to what 
may vaguely bo called territorial ownership. lii 
Lord Amherst’s time the faults of the Permanent 
Settlement wore more obvious than its merits, nor 
had the alternative methods adopted in Madras of 
direct assessments on the proprietary peasants worked 
to more apparent advantage. Whether the ‘ village ’ 
system was bad ^)er sc, or worked badly because the 
assessments were too high, is a disputed matter. It 
must suffice hero to say that the improved i-^iyatwfvri 
system of Sir Thomas Munro was formally started 
two j’-ears before the coming of Lord Amhei’st, and 
that its beneficial operation was one of the noteworthy 
features of his term of administration. 

But the long controversy found a special text in 
the problem presented by the as j'^et unsettled tracts 
of the provinces on the Ganges and the Jumna, and 
the newly acquired districts which make up the 
Presidency of Bombay. The best thoughts of some 
of Lord Amherat’s most trusted advisers were given 
to this — the fundamental issue of Indian adminis- 
tration. Nothing is raoi'o pathetic than the tales to 
which district officers had to listen with impotent 
regret. There had been violence and confusion"*#*^* 
the wild Marathi days, and from that the eph- 
and annexations of Lord Wellesley, ^jAlJnw 
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Ijrilliant oporations of inilitaiy police earned out by 
Lord Hostings, liad delivered tiio toiling masses. But 
in the attempt to grapple ■with the emergencies of 
the situation, which the first generation of British 
officers had to face in the perturbed and harried 
iJrovinces along the Jumna and the upj)cr courae 
of the Ganges, some of the most tragic blunders 
of Lower Bengal were I'cpcatcd. Settlement opera- 
tions, which are now as familiar to the people as 
festivals or pilgiimages, were then a bewildering 
novelty. The initial impulse of the district officer 
was to frame a register, and unluckily in those 
prepared in some of the freshly acquired tracts sepa- 
rate columns were allotted to Farmer (in the sense of 
‘ contractor-for-thc-payment of Government revenue’) 
and Oumcr. Our methods of administration had 
from the first beginnings of the Company’s rule been 
caiTied out to a great extent through membei’s of 
the Writer class — a caste of small consideration in 
native eyes, but indispensable to the working of the 
c-xotic method. They have their virtues — industry, 
pliability, and unquestioning subservience to the 
express orders and oven desires of their superior. 
But they have their failings also — failings by no 
means peculiar to the Writer caste, — selfish cunning 
and rapacity. It was a very simple thing for one of 
these functionaries, when charged with the preliminary 
duty of making out the register, to record the owner 
not as owner but as ‘ Fanner,’ and to avail himself 
at the earliest opportunity of any technical lapse in 
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tionaries TTiiom thej ‘took over’ (if vre may use the 
expression) with the grant of the Diw^ni, the native 
element was almost wholly excluded from the adminis- 
trative hierarchy, Natives were employed as clerks 
and writers at salaries that were notoriously insuffi- 
cient to provide them with a decent living. We have 
seen how they managed to build up enormous fortunes 
by a dexterous use of the opportunities of their 
humble state. It was the defect of Lord Cornwallis’s 
system that under it all the ostensibly important 
and responsible positions were reserved for English- 
men, who had. to learn the language and condition, 
the laws and the usages, of the people as they went 
on. The number of the foreign officials was, it need 
not be said, utterly inadequate for the work that lay 
before them. The nealiiy of power therefore did not 
correspond with the formal devolution of it. The 
horde of underlings were masters in all that touched 
closely the life of the people. Under perfectly regular 
forms the grossest wrong was done. 

It was reserved for Lord William Bentinck to 
correct this flagrant abuse and to do for the native 
servants of the Company what Lord ComwaUis had 
done for the Covenanted Civil Service. But though 
in Lord Amherst’s day there was no definite step 
towards the creation of an Uncovenanted Service, 
the need was keenly felt and the reform was ripening 
in the stage of discussion. 

The case was the same with the closely related 
question of land settlement. Not till 1833 did 
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the cultivating communities of the North-WesteiTi 
Provinces get tlio Great Charter of their Rights — 
Regulation IX of 1 833. But the district oflicers had 
hecomo alive to tho real conditions of land tenure and 
to the magnitude of the injury that had been done. 
Commissioners had been appointed in 1821 to inquire 
into all tho transfers of property that had taken place 
during the fii*st decade of our rule in tho North-West ; 
and in 1822 tho famous Regulation VII Avas framed, 
bj' which at least tho sound principle Avas aflirmed. 
Unluckily tho mnchineiy Avas not provided for the 
immense oijoration contemplated, and during Lord 
Amhci-st’s Avholo term of rule, in spite of strenuous 
efforts on tho part of tho district oflicers, little ad- 
A'anco Avas made — except^ as wo have remarked, in 
tho development of opinion. But that AA'as no trifling 
gain. It Avas not till 1859 that' the tenants, as dis- 
tinguished from OAvnera, rccciA'cd adequate legal pro- 
tection. But no refonn could make tho crooked 
wholly straight, or efliicc from tho minds of the 
people the painful recollection of tho injuries Avhich 
British rule in tho first instance brought in its train. 
These, it must be remembered, are tho things which 
makeup the history of India for tho people of India. 
The annals of the country are the annals of each 
district and each village, and no attempt to sketch 
tho events of a Governor-Genomlship would bo faith- 
ful if it did not alludo, howcA'er superficially, to tho 
cares which oppressed the consciences of those who 
were in contact Avith tho local realities of life. 
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The jiuHcinl syfitcin was hardly less than the ques- 
tion of Revenue Settlements a matter for profound 
concern. It was indeed forced on the' attention of 
the Calcutta Government b}' despatches from home. 
Since 176/; nearly every conceivable method had been 
tried. Ci-iminal justice had at first been left to native 
magistrates administering the Sruhammadan law. 
Then the Musalmfm code was tempered by English 
ideas, and the native judges supervised by Europeans. 
After this, Europeans were set to administer the 
Musalmfm code. Next, the Musalman code was 
superseded by the elaborate Regulations of Lord 
Comwallis. As a diversion, the Supreme Court, 
manned by Engli-sh judges, innocent of all know- 
ledge of India, had claimed jurisdiction over natives 
and British subjects alike. As to agency, there had 
been a similar variety of expedients. Magistrates, 
Collectors of the Revenue, Circuit Judges — these 
roughly were the three categories to which power 
was now given, now denied. At one time it was 
thought a reform to make the collector a judge 
or a magistrate : at another it was thought a reform 
to separate the functions. Much the same ma}' be 
said of civil justice. To gi-ant facilities of appeal 
was the ideal one year ; to limit them was the policy 
five j'ears after. It was considered a boon to make 
litigation cheap, until it was discovered that the 
people would ruin themselves unless it were made dear. 

Under Lord Amherst the Cornwallis Regulations 
were in force, and English judges were the rule. 
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Kevenue functions •were kept distinct from judicial. 
Native jurists were sparingly employed, and only in 
cases of trifling importance. There was general dis- 
satisfaction. The arrears of work were scandalous : 
the demoralization of the suitors was a natural con- 
sequence. To the honour of the Directors it must be 
said that in 1824 they wrote urgently recommending 
the larger employment of native functionaries and of 
the Panchiij'^at, or Council of Yillage Elders, in civil 
cases. Lord Amherst declared himself heartily in 
favour of the principle, but urged that as much had 
been done as could safely be attempted in Bengal. 
Separate Supreme Courts were established for the 
North-West’ — an important step in judicial de- 
centralization. In Madras Sir Thomas Munro had 
meanwhile taken more courageous steps to train and 
to employ native judges. Native juries also were 
made a part of the system ; but unfortunately those 
who were summoned felt it a grievance to have to 
attend. In Bombay Elphinstone’s splendid success 
in the codification of laws and rules forms a land- 
mark in Anglo-Indian administration. There, too, 
the more elastic system was adopted and native 
co-operation enlisted. 

The truth is that every great Anglo-Indian, at this 
time, had his own convictions and preferences as to 
the proper lines of reform. Some believed in the 
possibility of reverting to native principles of juris- 
prudence and of malting the PanchSyat — the Court 
of Elders in the village community — an important 



42 


LORD AMHERST 


adjunct in the administration of justice. Others des- 
paired of restoring efficiency and honesty to institutions 
which had been demoralized by the long anarchy. 
Even those who agreed that the judgement-seat must 
be left to those who held the sword of State, were, by 
no means- at one as to the appropriate procedure. 
The uncertainties and the bewildering bulk of the 
Regulations were a common matter of complaint. 
Considering the paucity of capable officials, anything 
more than a perfunctory compliance with the technical 
requirements was plainly impossible. The non-regula- 
tion system for the newly acquired territories was the 
happy compromise. This form of administration may 
be regarded as having first taken definite shape under 
Lord Amherst. When the Bombay districts first 
became British, military officers — ^for want of civilians 
— ^were placed at the head of each. Bishop Heber, 
visiting that Presidency in 1824-5, speaks with 
enthusiasm of the simplicity and despatch resulting. 
The principles of the law administered were the same, 
the application less hampered by form, or by nice 
distinctions. The plan was adopted subsequently in 
the Central Provinces — ^in Tenasserim, in Arakan, in 
Assam, and has in fact become the normal system for 
all districts newly brought under our rule. The 
conventional picture of the Company’s servant 
sitting under a palm-tree, and dealing out patriarchal 
equity to all comers, was about this time occasionally 
realized in fact, even in the North-West Provinces. 
But it was never so common as the picture-books 
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would load one to suppose. Courts of appeal, whether 
under the .‘slylo of Supreme Courts or High Courts, 
have always hocn a hughoar to the energetic district 
ollioial. The lawyers got. a footing in the factories of 
the Company when it was still only a trading associa- 
tion, and ever since have marched steadily in the 
train of the armies : hut seventy years ago there wa.s 
probably a much closer approach to rough and ready 
justice than is now possible. Tl»e magistrate complied 
with the formal rcquii'cmcnts of the law, but was, it 
may be suspected, guided in cases of considerable 
importance to a decision by the hearsay evidence he 
heard out of doors. Proceedings, it is to bo feared, 
were in this idyllic period often perfunctory, and 
a great deal of the perjury' which is now attributed 
to the inherent depravity of the average Hindu may 
bo explained by the want of discrimination and care 
in the old tribunals. It is not that the people believe 
in lying in the abstract. They have imbibed some- 
how a notion that lying is the proper thing in an 
English Court. In this respect the process of ameliora- 
tion was already beginning in Lord Amherst’s time. 
The necessity of codifying the law was then recog- 
nized, though India had still to wait many years for 
the boon bestowed upon it by Lord Macaulay and 
Sir James Stephen. There were no doubt gross mis- 
carriages of justice in the somewhat hasty processes 
of investigation, but if an innocent man sometimes 
was punished owing to the malice of his noighb> • 
or by want of judgement on the parfcs'^'’-^ m . ' 
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the guilty bad very much less chance of escape 
than now. For though the police system was in its 
infancy the English barrister was almost unknown in 
the mofussil. 

The operations in Burma cost fifteen millions, and 
as the total revenue for 1823-3 been little more 
than twenty-three millions it will be easily under- 
stood that the result was gi’ave financial disorder. 
Lord Hastings had left a surplus of over three 
millions, and Lord William Bentinek before he re- 
signed restored the equilibrium. But the inteiim 
was full of anxiety. The loans by which Lord 
Amherst met the liabilities of the Government were 
of com-se a permanent bui'den ; but it was accounted, 
politically speaking, an encouraging sign that native 
bankers were so ready to make advances. 

In spite of this grave impediment to progress, it is 
hardly too much to say that engineering as a branch 
of State policy began with Lord Amherst. The 
traveller to-day along the course of the Jumna, when 
he looks out on a landscape of rich cultivation, does 
not always remember that the scene as left to us by 
the native lords was a barren wilderness. Not that 
the Mughals bad been negligent in the matter either of 
Boads or IiTigation. The works they had constructed 
remained to remind us of our duty, though in the 
prevailing anarchy they had become almost useless 
for want of the necessary repair. Under Lord Minto 
and Lord Hastings something had been done to make 
inquiries and surveys. The water of Ali Mardan’s 
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cannl Imtl onco again been brought into Delhi. But 
it was not till 1823, when Colonel John Colvin — 
a famovKs nieinber of a famous corps, the Bengal 
Engineers — ^was appointed to bo general Superinten- 
dent of IiTigation for the Delhi district, that con- 
structive advance began. The Western and Eastern 
Jumna Canals ai'c the cnlerprise.s which chielly en- 
gaged attention in Lord Amherst's day, though they 
were not completed when he left. 

Social reform engaged the attention of Lord Amhei-st 
and his advisers. If little in the way of immediate 
performance ensued, the period was the starting-point 
of tendencies which, under Lord William Bcntinck 
who .succeeded, took precise shape. It was the 
li-an.sitio!i from the epoch of fighting and diplomacy 
to that of social reform. The anns of the West had 
triumphed over native prowess, the ideas of the West 
were now to be brought to bear upon the complex 
mass of native usage and superstitions. A beginning 
was to he made with that great policy of education 
which ha.s brought much of the intelligence of India 
within the pule of Western culture. Some of the 
prognostics that may be read in the eloquent letters 
and minutes of the time have come true. The know- 
ledge of the English language we know now docs not 
necessarily bring with it a grateful or even a candid 
appreciation of the incidents of English rule, and 
many of the disciples would perhaps not be unwilling 
to use the lessons they have learnt for the puipose of 
supei'scding the tcachere. If the results are not wholly 
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pleasing,' let us at least ncknowlctlgc that they were 
clearly foreseen hy many who \vero enthusiastic in 
promoting the moans, and no one -who turns from the 
most insensate ravings of the most disreputable of the 
vernacular prints of io-da\' would care to exchange 
India as we know it with the India depicted for us 
in the w’ritings of those who knew it seventy 
years ago. 

Of ‘Thuggee and Dacoitce’ we read much in the 
correspondence of the period. That strange fraternity 
which made murder a trade and a cult had found the 
wild disorder of ^Marfithft days propitious to their 
calling, and the formation of rohher hands for the 
sack and plunder of defenceless villages was almost 
a natural sequel to the overthrow of the predatory 
power's. The Pindiiri, as a Pind/irf, found his occu- 
pation gone ; but when he got back to his village ho 
had still the acquired distaste for ordered industi'j’' 
and the instinct of criminal adventure. Dacoitce 
indeed is a spontaneous product of the Indian soil, 
when the power's of supreme husbandry are enfeebled. 
In addition to the disbanded privates of the robber 
army, there were also thrown loose upon society their 
captains, and the swaggor'ing bull^'- with a swar'm of 
armed retainer's at his heels was a fairly familiar 
figure to English travellers. Native territory and the 
outskirts of native courts were peculiarly their happy 
hunting-ground. 

Nothing is more misleading than the tendency to 
speak of India as a uniform w^hole, and we pass gladly 
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from iUc alnisos which Hngorccl rouiul the pclnccs of 
nioribuiul dynaslicR to tho utterly wild regions which 
ivccnt conquest had opened to tho civilizing approach 
of Knglishnien. The savageiy of the ^Icrs and the 
Bhfls was provcrhinl among their ITjndtt ncighhours. 
Mcrwiir/l had been subdued in iSai, and so rapid 
was the cflbct of tho personal influence of our olliccrs, 
so little impeded was education by caste ideas, that 
by jH'Zy it was found possible to put a stop to female 
infanticide and to the sale of women. When it i.s 
remomberod that the former practice was well known 
to prevail amongst the lliijputs of Northern India, 
and that long after Lord Amhcrst'.s day tho most 
zealous humanitarians confessed their inability to 
check it— and this in communitie.H of the highest caste 
— the singular success obtained in dealing with these 
aboriginal tribes will bo apprccialed. One of the steps 
which was ino.st efiective in reclaiming the Jlcrs was 
the formation of a battalion of Mer soldiers. Sotting 
a thief to catch a thief is time-honoured philosophy, 
and some of the best fighting material of the Indian 
army is supplied by races whom wo should otherwise 
know ns inveterate marauders. 

The Bhils of Khilndcsh were at tiret regarded as 
hopelessly intractable, but much the same method 
was applied to them ns to tho Mere, and by 1^29 
their countiy, under the admirable rule of Oiitram, 
was a model of repose. British rule may be said 
to have discovered these non-Aryan races which, foi 
want of a better name, we cull aboriginal. 
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Sati was the great moral question of Lord Am- 
herst’s time. How familiar the practice was may be 
judged from the fact that in the year 1819 there were 
421 cases in the Calcutta division alone. A saM 
was a popular form of public entertainment, combin- 
ing a spectacle of devotion in the victim with excite- 
ment to the crowd ; nor can it be said that in most 
cases there was any greater compulsion than that of 
public opinion and the apprehension of social disgrace 
in case of refusaL There was, however, a very strong 
body of high official authority in favour of absolute 
abolition. Opinions had been obtained from pundits 
which negatived the idea that the burning of a widow 
on the husband’s pyre was an act of imperative 
reli^ous obligation. We had already ventured to 
dedare the practice of Dhurna criminal, and it was 
argued that though the prohibition of sati might 
at first cause local trouble, it would in the end be 
acquiesced in. But Lord Amherst, in opposition pro- 
bably to the preponderant judgement of his advisers, 
and certainly to the suggestions of the Directors, 
refused to incur the political risks of a veto. He 
trasted rather to the effects of time and growing 
enlightenment. 

The State-system of education may be said to have 
originated in Lord Amherst's day, but we must dismiss 
from our minds the notion that either then or for 
a generation afterwards there was any settled official 
policy oi popular education. Colleges and the higher 
class of schools were alone thought of. The Hindu 
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College bad been opened in Calcutta in and 

thanks to the leaven of English culture amongst the 
native patrons, Western knowledge formed a large 
element in the tmining. But on the wliolc it must 
he said that the facilities afforded did not attract. In 
the Benares College rigid orientalism was the rule. 
Under Lord Amherst colleges were founded at Agra 
and Delhi ; and in manv places colleges and schools 
maintained b}' missionaries were already giving that 
sound European education, as to the comparative 
expediency of wliich there was doubt and wrangling 
among the great officials. The contro%'eisy, as we 
know, was decided some years after in favour of 
Western learning, Bnt the affection of the more 
learned servants of the Company for the literature 
and the language, to the study of which they had 
devoted themselves with so much zeal, is at least 
intelligible. Yet already the process of anglicization 
had set in. The 2s"awab of MuTshio&Md Exavsed hh 
Idsnre with English literarore and politics. Tae King 
of Oudh patronized "EaTopisn arr as well as Oriental 
philology. 
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told, inclining to Whiggism ; and one of their leading 
men gave a gi-eat dinner not long since in honour of 
the Spanish revolution.’ 

Christian sentiment also was getting into the air; 
it was the time, we must remember, not only of Henry 
Martyn and of Marshman, but of Horace Hayman 
Wilson and of Ed,m Mohan Rfti. If the latter did not 
quite satisfy the description given of him, that he was 
essentially a Christian, he represented the movement 
of rationalizing reform in Hinduism. Protestants 
and Puritans, Mystics and nationalists there have 
been from the first in that vast community, but with 
Edm Mohan Edi began the phase which has the closest 
affinities with the thought of the West. 

By the ‘ pious clauses * of the Charter Act of i8r3 
an English Church establishment had been created 
for India, that is to say a bishop of Calcutta and three 
archdeacons were appointed to superintend the 
chaplains who were akeady scattered throughout the 
country as servants of the Company. It is possible 
to smile now at the earnestness with which this recog- 
nition of an English State religion was denounced 
when it was proposed by Mr. Charles Grant in the 
House of Commons. Hindus and Musalmdns, instead 
of rising in protest against this recognition of a foreign 
faith, were well pleased to see that the new masters 
were not after all without a creed and a form of 
worship. Had there been any discontent or iE-will, 
the journeys which Bishop Heber made throughout 
British India while Lord Amherst was Governor- 
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General would have sufficed to reconcile chiefs and 
people. No official emissary was more welcome at 
the courts of princes and at the shrines of the idols 
than tlie Lord Padre S&hib, and the journal in which 
he records his experiences from day to day remains 
one of the most valuable accounts of contemporary 
conditions. Not least surely amongst the men who 
have won great honour for the name of England in 
India is the gentle and pious Reginald Heber, and his 
death was one of many sorrows which cast a gloom 
over the Amherst household. 



CHAPTER m 


Arrival in India and Social Life at CALCurrA 

Lord Amherst took -with him to Lidia his wife, 
his son Jeff (whose acquaintance we have already 
made), and his daughter Sarah. The party started 
from Southampton on March 15, 1823, in the Jupiter, 
seventy-four guns. Lord Amherst was only just 
recovering from serious illness, and the early part 
of the voyage was one of great suffering. His horo- 
scope was certainly not propitious to his fortunes 
as a traveller, for in an excursion from Funchal 
a kick from a horse sent the convalescent Governor- 
General back to his bed. Later they called at Santa 
Cruz and at Rio de Janeiro — doing ample justice at 
both places to the marvels and beauty of the tropical 
scenery. At Rio they found the King of Portugal, 
and for a second time Lord Amherst made the ac- 
quaintance of that singular Court. 

On July 18, 1823, they reached Madras, lauding in 
state. Lady Amherst describes the scene : — 

‘Lord Amherst walked with the members of Government 
into the Fort; Sarah and I got into a carriage and four, and 
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proceeded to Ameer Baugh, a palace of the Nabob of the 
Carnatic 'which he had lent to us. ... A day was fixed for 
Lord Amherst to i-eceive the Nabob with much state and 
ceremony. The potentate arrived with his body-guard, in a 
splendid low carriage, almost all glass, drawn by four white 
horses, and accompanied by a brother and an uncle.’ 

Lord Amherst embraces them all and exchanges 
courteous civilities by means of an interpreter. The 
Nawab was blessed ‘ with a pleasing countenance and 
manner,’ says Lady Amherst. Lord Amherst having 
wreathed them with flowers, embraced them again, 
and took leave, returning the visit next day. Lady 
Amhei'st accompanies him, visits the Begums — one of 
them has been married three years, and is sixteen 
years old, she has rings on her fingers and rings on 
her toes, and only goes out in a shut-up box, "with 
a peep-hole to see the country. Lady Amherst is 
wreathed with flowers and anointed with attar of 
roses, and before leaving she is treated to a Nautch 
dance. Festivities of every sort and colour ensue, 
black and white, with reviews and diimers. 

On August I the Governor-General and his Lady 
land at Calcutta ; the troops are drawn up, the forts 
ai’e flring, the river is crowded with vessels, and the 
shore with spectators. The members of Council 
receive them at the bottom of the flight of steps at 
Government House, and conduct Lord Amherst in 
great state to the Council Chamber where he takes 
the oath, and a public breakfast in the great marble 
haU ensued. Lady Amherst holds her fii-st drawing- 
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room on Iho lyth, ■which ‘w/is exceedingly splendid’ 
she says, from the number of oflicers in full unifonn, 
and the largo number of troops. ‘Suiprised we 
wore,’ adds the great lady, ‘at the well-fashioned 
dress and manners of most of the ladies.’ 

Society within the Ditch was in truth large enough 
and gay enough to distress officials who preferred 
secretariat delights to social functions. Lady Amherst 
played a largo and gi-acious part both in court and 
camp. This lady, who seems to have been a person of 
great character, courage, and remarkable intelligence, 
has loft a journal, perhaps almost unique of its kind, 
containing the histor}' vividly and simply told of her 
husband’s rule in India. The past is conjured up, still 
remembered names arc familiarly quoted ; wo feel the 
temper of the times. 

The events which had so lately shaken Europe had 
trained a race of warriors. Fighting is the order of 
the day, danger and adventure are the habitual 
element in which men live. Wellington has sheathed 
his sword. Napoleon is safely chained upon his i-ock, 
but a whole generation has follo'wcd in the steps of 
its great leader's. India is full of adventures and 
adventurers. Chieftains and princes have been raised 
and deposed, the Peshwfi’s rule has hinried to its 
close. The campaign in Burma reads like some 
history from a faii'y tale. We "witness the march 
of armies through unexplored lands : amid scenes 
stmngely compounded of splendour and of squalor. 
Wo have feats of dai'ing alternating with strange 
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displays of pusillanimity. We marvel now at the 
cunning of the strange foes — deceptions prolonged till 
duplicity became almost respectable as an exhibition 
of ingenuous perseverance in the teeth of failure — 
now at their dogged courage — now at their fantastic 
boasts and melodramatic menace. As a part of the 
stage properties, the golden fetters forged for the 
Governor-General are particularly cftectivo : but they 
had a meaning serious enough. There was alarm on 
the Hfigli as well as vapouring on the Irawadi. 
The naiTative has the particular charm of personal 
feeling. Lord Amherst’s keen sense of responsibility 
would in any case have made him sensitive to every 
rumour and report; but he had in addition the 
instincts of a soldier’s son. A lover of peace, he was 
bred in the traditions of the battlelicld. His wife 
shared her husband’s anxieties. She had a delicate per- 
ception of the picturesque and romantic aspects of war. 
There are entries that have all the simple seriousness 
of the comments of a Greek chorus as the action of 
the piece proceeds. There are intervals of suspense : 
of eager waiting for news. If only the record covered 
the whole series of events it might be adopted as the 
story of the wars. But it would lose something of 
its charm if it were systematic. We ai’e fortunate in 
having it as it is, and shall endeavour to weave it 
into our account of events, and so tinge the matter- 
of-fact summary with the emotions of the hour. 

Lady Amherst had not had the preliminary ex- 
perience of Asiatic travel which had prepared the 
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Goverjior-Goiicrnl for iho wonders of Ilindust/m. 
She sees everything with clear, but ns yet untutoind 
eyes, and we must not, in reading lier descriptions, 
accept in cvciy case l«er impressions as transcripts of 
reality. Dainty sketches of figures or buildings 
enhance the value of the pages : pressed leaves, cut- 
tings from the newspapers of the day, letters received 
from native friends are laid between. 

Before proceeding to the story of Burma and 
Bhnvtpur, wo may note some passages that illustrate 
tlio dail}’ round of Viceregal life. One which bears the 
date Jan. 5, 1 825, at wliich time Lady Amherst had 
ahead}' sojourned more than a whole year at Fort 
William, tells of a romantic excumion by river, in 
the cool morning aii*, to the ruins of Gaukatchf, 
which lie just opposite the French settlement at 
Chandamagar. Very delightful the ruins must have 
been, if we may judge from the pen-and-ink sketch 
of the * entrance .to the Fort’ — fine remnant of the 
Tndoi'-Pathan style. Walls and arches are overgrown 
with saplings and shrouded in palm-trees. 

The ladies explore the country round about escorted 
by the mdes-de-camp ; and encamp under the shade 
of forest-trees. The friendly villagera come forward 
with presents, bananas, oranges, vegetables, ‘even 
jugs of milk,’ says Lady Amherst. She gives a 
pretty description of their progress, she herself riding 
on an elephant which helps to force the way through 
the jungle. A vast number of piorreers go in front ; 
cutting through the forest, felling trees covered with 



'SOCIAL LIFE AT CALCUTTA 


57 - 


fruit and blossom, and making the path possible. 
The road itself is beautiful and romantically wild. 
Their train consists of several hundred persons dressed 
in scaiiet and yellow, table-servants, bearers, speai- 
men, and the crews of the yachts. Lady Amherst 
and her daughter return home laden, as less exalted 
ladies might be, with trophies of their exciumon, 
flowers, and plants and sketches. 

The following little incident is curious. On April 
28, 1825, Ladj*^ Amherst and her daughter attend a 
meeting in the Town Hall to hear a report of the Com- 
mittee for the native female schools. ^Irs. Pearson, 
Mrs. Shakespear, and Mra. Harington were present. 
Lady Amherst says : — 

‘ ]\Ir. M got up chiefly to enlogiise Mrs. Wilson who 

manages the schools, after which he launched out into the 
most vehement abuse of the native religions, several of the 
XU'incipal Eahoos being present. It was one of the most 
ranting and violent discussions I have ever heard. He wound 
up this strange speech more like a stivlling player than 
anything else, by comparing Mra. Wilson to Bonaparte 'and 
her scheme of education to the road over the Simplon. 
A clergyman begged leave to propose a vote of thanks to 
Almighty God for the success of the undertaking. The 
natives present were evidently much disgusted by this gross 
impropriety ; as to myself and Sarah we were shocked to be 
made a party to such unwaraantable pi-oceedings.’ 

Soon after comes a description of a warrior of those 
days of whom mention will elsewhere be made : — 

‘ Colonel Gardner arrived here from Arakan in a very ill 
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state of health. He is a very extraordinary man, remarhahle 
for his bravery. He has been in India from his earliest 
youth, and associated entirely vrith the natives. He com- 
mands a body of irregular horse. . . . Colonel Gardner’s own 
uniform is a high fur cap, short light blue and silver jacket 
trimmed with fur. His men are dressed like him ; they amount 
to 1,000 ; and when called upon to face the enemy are entirely 
to be depended on, would follow him through the greatest 
dangers and diiSculties, and are faithful in all respects when 
in the field. Out of it, the Colonel says, they would be 
certain of cheating him. Many }’cars since be married 
a Begum : his daughter is going to be married to the King 
of Oudh’s nephew. In many respects Colonel Gardner is a 
native himself.’ 

On March la, Lady Amherst describes herself as 
driving along in Calcutta and meeting a procession, 
with stands drawn by men and bullocks, with bauds 
of native music, and harlequins and tomtoms : — 

‘One special company of natives was screaming with 
laughter, and in the midst of them a man, dressed like one 
of our Methodist preachers, addressing the multitude. The 
magistrates hearing of it, the man was taken into custody 
and fined for turning the Christian religion into ridicule. 
The Methodists are specially obnoxious to the natives, their 
familiar style disgusts them, and entirely counteracts their 
avowed system of conversion. The above festival was in 
honour of a rich Baboo.' 

Among the many amusing facts which relieve the 
gloom of the news from Eangoon, is the account 
of the native lady at Calcutta, who shammed ill, 
and whose anxious husband, a lich Babu, called in 
the Govemor-General’s doctor. The lady, who had 
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played lliis prank to kcguile the dreary hours of the 
r.cnana, burst out into fits of uncontrollable laughter 
when the doctor was introduced. The doctor .seems 
to have Ijocn greatly fascinated, and describes her as 
a very beautiful girl of seventeen or eighteen years 
old, with the most perfect symmetry of fcatiircs he had 
ever beheld. He left her perfectly well ; ns ho came 
away ho observed multitudes of young females at all 
the dooiv and windows tittering and laughing too. 

\Yc are still in 1S25. June has come with its 
torturing heat. Lonl Amherst had still to discover 
Simla for the comfort of his succe.ssoi-s : and the 
Govemor-Gcn oral’s lady, like other wives of Anglo- 
Indians, had to make the best of existence in the 
plains. *Shc thus describes a health excursion up the 
river in the Government yacht, the Suonamvokie : — 

‘Our party was small, consisUug only of Lord Amherst, 
and myself, .Saruh and Jeff, Captain Dalgairns, Captain Crole, 
Mr. Ilalc, Mr. Jranringe, and Dr, and Mrs. Abel, in all ten 
persons. I’innaccs, budgerows, patincliways, and baggage 
boats to the number of about fifty; ajid the servants, boat- 
men, guard of Sepoys (the latter nlrout forty), in all, amounted 
to about 500 men.' 

They sailed on past the junction of the Hfigli 
with two other rivers by Nadiyd — then described as 
looking ‘ nothing more than a native village of huts.’ 
On the 29th they anchored. Lady Amherst desciibcs 
indigo plantations, palm-trees, and bananas, herds of 
cattle, tumble-down villages haunted by crocodiles, 
and the thunder and lightning at intervals. The 
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tliermometer is ninety-two, but the air is fresh. They 
start in the early mornings, sailing between beautiful 
banks, passing native towns and villages, curious 
temples and buildings, and are once driven agiound 
in a storm. Then thej' come to the ever famous 
plains of Plassey. In the evening the ladies go on 
shore for a walk by the indigo plantations, they 
collect a few insects and plants, but it is soon too 
dark to go furthoi*. On July 3, 1825, they are still 
proceeding on their way to Murshidtibad, and the 
Nawab of Bengal sends them boats full of fruit and 
flowers, as do the Besident and Agent at Murshidd- 
bad. On the 4th they anchor at Berhdmpur, and 
greatly admire the place and the buildings among the 
gi'oves. A few miles further on they enter the town 
of Mui-shidabad, full of beautiful buildings %vith fine 
trees upon the banks. It seemed to be composed of 
native huts. There were, however, some large hand- 
some buildings belonging to the Babus, and an im- 
mense number of Bdndu temples of various forms, 
most of them extremely beautiful; the dome of one 
of these was ornamented ndth numerous conical small 
domes, which had a rich and new efiect. The Kaj^ 
of Bengal has a large house upon the banks, he is 
a child of xiine years old under protection of the 
Government, he is already crowned, and is about to 
be affianced to his cousin. 

On July 7, 1825, they ai-e stDl sailing agreeably on 
the river, and they meet a large herd of bullocks 
swimming aci’oss the stream, their drivers swimming 
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after and guiding them. ‘ On the 8th and 9th the 
heavy rains begin, thermometer eighty-two, the river 
enormously wide ’ writes Lady Amherst. Fresh and 
new as the sights are to the travellers, it seems 
needless to recapitulate the items of temples, villages, 
and mango groves by which they pass, and which 
Lady Amherst enumerates. Sometimes they land, to 
the surprise of the villagers, and take walks upon the 
banks. They are exposed to some danger from the 
sudden storms which now begin to overtake them on 
their way. It is not until the 20th that they arrive 
at Barrackpur on their return journey to Calcutta. 

In August, 1825, Lady Amherst had an attack of 
cholera. She is evidently a person of admirable 
nerve. She makes little of her own illness and goes 
on keeping her diary notwithstanding. On the 18th 
she writes ; — 

‘This dreadful scourge still rages at Calcutta, and its 
environs, and Barrackpur. Dead bodies lie in heaps by 
the river-side. At Achipur the same disease extends, 
notwithstanding a grand sacrifice by the Hindus of a live 
buffalo, a goat, and a dog.’ 

It was certainly a melancholy season. As the result . 
of the cholera Lady Amherst records the mtis close to 
Calcutta and the ‘ murders,’ as she says, 

‘One can give no other appellation. Along the river 
the poor creatures are bi’ought screaming that they ai-e 
not dying, but the Brdhmans are indexible and suffocate 
them with mud.’ 

There is a pleasing account of a Burmese princess. 


62 


LORD AMHERST 


the Riinl of Cheduba, who, having been made a 
prisoner with her husband in one of the early opera- 
tions of the Burmese war, was detained in honourable 
captivity at Calcutta : — 

‘Living in Fort William in a neat pretty house within the 
walls, she has liberty to walk about and do as she pleases. 
She has declined a house in Chonranghee, which has been 
offered to her. She has written me a letter in the Burmese 
language and character, in reply to some inquiries I made 
after her when a child in the family died. She has sent me 
two pocket-handkerchiefs worked by herself, and most beauti- 
fully and curiously, in the style of lace, which she wove with 
her fingers without any other implement. She is the most 
industrious little woman possible, always either reading, 
writing, or at work ; never for a moment idle.' 

The letter, which has a strange cabalistic appearance, 
is preserved among the English lady’s notes. 

We may as well finish here by anticipation the 
story of this interesting captive. The conclusion of 
peace with Bnrma brought her an unwelcome re- 
lease. On June' 9 , i8a6, Lady Amherst takes leave 
of her. 

' She is very much grieved at quitting Calcutta and us ; 
we have seen her frequently; her affectionate disposition has 
attached us all much to her ; she appears very apprehensive 
ns to her reception by the king and queen of Ava, and fre- 
quently expressed the fear that she would lose her head, 

. . . The Ildjd, her husband, is quite a brute ; she showed us 
wounds and scars inflicted by him.' 

The last news we get of her is in a letter from 
Rangoon, in the August following. Mr. Crawfurd 
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gives nn nceo\iiit of the poor lady, who was evidently 
regretting her lodgings in Fort William, and very 
imeasy as to her fate. 

This second volnine of (he diary concludes with an 
account of Bfiji Rfio, the famous Pcshwll, 

‘who in the Inst MnrAtlia n-nr caused to much fatigue 
in pursuit, and hard fighting to the British troops, under 
Lord Hastings. Captain Low* has l>nd the custody 
of him ever since, and snys he is one of the best 
mannered Indians he ever saw. His conversation is 
Exipcrior, gentle, and temperate. IIi.s mad ambition has 
softened down into luxury, case, and idleness; and the 
woi-ship and rites of his gods at present is his only occupa- 
tion. The enormous allowance of eight lacs of rupees, paid 
by the Company to him ever since he was talccn prisoner, 
and the MarAthA power destroyed, enables him, his family, 
and followers who are very numerous, to enjoy everj* kind of 
luxury.’ 

We are now in October, 1825, and the beginning of 
the cold weather. A ghastly event ha.s just occuiTcd 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta : 

‘ A young man having diet! of choleni, his widow I’csolved 
to mount the funeral pile. The usual preparations were made, 
and the licence procured from the magistrate. The fire was 
lighted by the nearest relations ; when the flame reached her, 
however, she lost courage, and amid a volume of smoke, and 
the deafening screams of the mob, tomtoms, drums, &c. she 
contrived to slip down unperceived, and gained a neighbouring 

' Familiar to so many as Sir John Low, K.C.Il., of Cliatto, in Fife. 
Hy father has told mo thot in thoso early day's ho was offered a lac 
of rupees on ono occasion, only to allow one elephant to precede 
another in some public procession. — A. T. It. 
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junRlp. Ai first slip wns iml niissod, lint wlinn flic ntnoko 
iiulisidcd it wns discnvprod ntip wns not on tlio pile, tlic nmli 
lirmnin rurious, nnd ran' into iiic juiiKlp (o look for tlip 
nnrortuimtc yonnp creature, dragged Iier down to the river, 
jnit tier into a ding}’, and ahoved ofT to the middle of the 
at ream where they forced her violently overhoard, nnd she 
sunk to rise no more.' 

‘ It is a iniflornblo roflcction,’ naj'B the ■writer, and 
indeed one can well imagine what the horror of «uch 
events must have l)ocn happening within a few 
hundred yards of homo. At any time of public 
mortality these saorincos rise enormously in numbers. 

AH through the diaiy these miserable histories 
alternate with episodes like chapters out of the 
Arabian Nights. Hero, for instance, is the visit of 
Rtij Qaroo (illustrated with a clover skotoh in pen nnd 
ink). Ho is supposed to bo a priest of eminent sanctity, 
nnd enormous wealth, and appears with a long suite of 
attendants. On entering the Audience Chamber and 
being presented to the Governor-General he did not 
bow or ranko any obeisance, but a slight motion of 
both hands which meant his blessing. 

* Wc wore oil surprised to see so good-looking nnd young 
a man, who appeared under Ihirly-five, with a verj* henovolent 
smile nnd a dignified manner. He said in Persian that his 
first jilcasure nnd duty in life was to pay his adorations to 
Joganniith, which ho was on his road to do, nnd the next 
object, which was both a duty nnd a pleasure, was to jiay his 
respects to the Governor-General, who accordingly returned 
a courteous nnswor. After some complimontai’y conversations 
Lord Amherst put a long string of pearls round his visitor's 
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neck, niul the young priest offered some very liniulsoinc 
presents of sltawls nnd gold nnd silver muslins, very benuti- 
fully worked ; also pearls, coral, nnd gold and silver tissue ; 
iliesc wore ]>lncod o>i carpets nnd silver waiters on the floor 
of Ijord Amlici'st’s ante-room. As prosents nro not allowed 
to he accepted, we selected a few to purchase. The Gnusscin 
(Holy Man) now rose, nnd exj>ressing in elegant language 
the satisfaction he had felt at the interview, withdrew. We 
wero all charmed hy his manners; his drc.*"S was simple, 
a plain muslin vest down to the wrists, nnd crossing hefore 
with a good deal of draper}* of the same material round his 
waist, in the curl of each ear two of the verj* finest pearls 
I had ever beheld.’ 

It appears later on that this hoi}* priest was a spy 
• making his own observations on behalf of the Bur- 
mese C’otirt, as ho paid his devotions by tho way to 
Jngnnndth and the Governor-General of India. 


E 



CHAPTER IV 


The Bukmese War: the Capture of Rangoon 

Almost from the moment when Lord Amherst 
addressed himself to the duties of his high office, 
the contingency of war with Burma occupied h.iji 
thoughts. The occupation of Bengal had hrou 
the authority of the Calcutta Government into c 
tact at many far distant points with the huge empiii. 
over which the successors of Alompra either held 
sway or claimed sovereignty. Far away to the north 
the officere of the Company in what was then the 
outlandish district of Rangpur looked across with 
curiosity rather than with covetousness to the great 
valley of Assam. More to the south the British 
district of Sylhet marched with Cachar. On the 
seaboard of the Bay of Bengal, Chittagong was our 
farthest outpost, from which stretched southward 
along the coast what was once, the famous kingdom 
of Arakan. But all the regions we have named, 
though for our present purpose they must be treated 
as held or claimed by the Burmese, were in trutli 
mere outlying and detached fragments of the vast 
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kingdom which wns ruled from Avn. Assnm is the 
upper portion of the basin of the Brnhinaijutni, which 
Hows into the Bay of Bongnl. Burma, including in 
thnttcnn the lower province of Pegu, consists roughly 
of the valley of the Irnwadi, which Hows into the Gulf of 
Martaban. The watcrahed which divides the two is 
a vast expanse of mountains peopled by wild tribes, 
biuTon. inhospitable, and all but impenetrable. A huge 
spui', projecting from this central mass towards the 
we.st, divides Assam from Cachar. The main mountain 
system continues southwards in a direction roughly 
parallel to the coast, thus dividing the comparatively 
level strip of seaboard, called Arakau, from the basin 
of the Irnwadi, that is to say from Burma and Pegu. 
Thus the land barrier is practically complete from the 
gigantic mountain masses of the Chinese frontier to 
Cape Negrais on the south, where the coast suddenly 
turns to the cast and fonns, beyond the x-ib of hills, 
the Delta of the Iiuwadi. 

But even now we have not completed our survey of 
the theatre of the coming war. Beyond the limits of 
Pegu, and sepax-ated from it by another system of hills, 
lies the valley of the Salwin, and from the mouth of 
this river, which is hardly infciior to the mighty 
Irawadi, stretches still southward much in the same 
way as Ai'akan the coast territory of Tonasserim. We 
have described the interior of Burma as ground almost 
untraversed by European feet, but centuries before the 
coast had been the haunt of Poiiuguese adventurers, 
whose exploits and whoso ciimcs foi’m one of the most 
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Ihscinaiing cbiiptcra in hialoriciil romance. lint these 
men ■were pirates or hamlils, j-cnegado priests from 
Goa, or closorter.s from Malacca. Like others of their 
nation, they showed a mnrv'ollon.s capacity for adapt- 
ing themselves to native ways and surpassed Asiatics 
in the favourite forms of Asiatic crime. Their de- 
scendants remain to this da}' hy thousands in the 
East, and are hardly distinguishahlo in morals or 
physique from the indigenous natives. Pirate ships 
from the Portuguese headquarters in the Sundarhans 
swept the seas ; one clever miscreant set up a kingdom 
for himself at Syriam near Kangoon, and kept up 
gorgeous Oriental state. But practically the struggles 
for mastery in Bunna were amongst the nntivc.H 
whoso only relations with Western arts and civili- 
zation arose from the occasional employment of 
mercenary Portuguese oaptahis. 

Wo need not dwell upon the monotonous and 
sanguinary record, or chronicle the ups and downs of 
fortune by whioh the Idngs of Bunna conquered the 
kings of Martaban or of Pegu, or these States in tuni 
obtained control over the northern kingdom or each 
other. It is however worth while to note that Siam 
entered constantly into the competitions and complica- 
tions just as in our own day a definite underetanding 
with the Court of Bangkok was regarded as a necessary 
factor for the success of administration at Mandalay. 
It suffices to go back to 1750, when Alompra^ the 
Hunter, a man of humble birth but commanding 
* Alnung-pnyit. 
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gonius, <H‘tplny('(l a spirit of sincoroly aniicmnl patrio- 
tism which is rare in Orionlal annals, ami cstahlishctl 
for himself and his descendants a throne on a finn 
basis at Ava, By this lime .‘joinc European factories 
had boon founded on the coast. It. was a circumstance 
of evil omen that the servants of the East India 
Company, who had their quarters in the Island of 
Negrais, helped Alompra’s rival in Pegu by the sale of 
munitions of war, and paid with their lives for their 
double dealing. If strength of character be a merit, 
Alomiira is entitled to his renown. But his succc-'^soi's 
imitated him rather in his pritle than in his faculty 
for command, \jntil Theban, the feeblest and the. last, 
passed fi'om the .scene of his misrule, and all Burma 
became a British Province. 

It is customary to speak of the Court of Ava, but in 
truth the capital has bceti changed from time to time 
acconllng to the caprice of the reigning sovendgn. 
The magniticent ruin.s of pagodas and palaces remain 
at many places on the l.mnk.s of the Irawadi to remind 
the passing voyager of the mutations of Royal state. 
Pagan and Ava and AmarSpura have had their day 
and ceased to bo. It must at least be allow'cd that the 
house of Alompra gave their subjects an imposing show 
of kingly state and imprc.ssed their imagination by the 
most unsparing acts of despotism. They might have 
remained undisturbed to take their chance of native 
rivalr}' if they had been content to allow the English 
to rest in peace within the confines of India. 

But before the beginning of the pre-sent century 
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troubles arose. The Burmese monarch of the day had 
sent an army through a defile of the mountain barrier, 
had conquered Arakan and extinguished the glories 
of that ancient kingdom. To make intelligible what 
would otherwse appear to be the preposterous claims 
advanced a quarter of a century later, it is necessary 
to remember that the authority of the Arakanese mon- 
archy, while it flourished, had extended as far as Dacca, 
so that a precedent could be cited for the pretensions 
of the Burmese sovereign to exercise lordship in Bengal. 

But Arakan did not accept the rule of the stranger 
with docility. A sentiment that deserves to be 
called national animated the bulk of the people, 
and the oppression of the Governor to whom the 
management of the province was entrusted converted 
ill-will into active disaffection. The Ndf estuary 
was the boundary between Arakan and the British 
district of Chittagong, and over it passed band after 
band of emigrants from the south. Some of these 
established themselves in the wild tracts near the 
frontier and thence made incursions into the land 
that had been their home. It may be assumed that 
the Burmese had a perfectly genuine contempt for the 
resources of the East India Company, but when the 
leader of a Burmese force came into British teiritory 
in pursuit of a band of these marauders he preferred 
a comparatively modest claim for the surrender of the 
fugitives. Still to leave no doubt of the firmness of 
his determination he established himself in a stockaded 
camp. Sir John Shore was not easily moved to 
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Kitiji-lMMitij^, wn.M the Min of the difitrict olHet r vjho 
hml hctrnvetl Arnhnn to the Hnniti te. So mntojujlnr 
WftK he on this ncrount ninonir:>l his rountryno n 
that ihcii* hfttred fo)hiWe«i tic* son to his e\ile in 
l.'hittftgono. Hut ho wns soon to fn e him'»lf from 
ohlorjtry. Ilftlf hrigftnd, Imlf patriot, he eidhcted 
ft host with wltich he invmlofl An-.kan, c.".]iturc<I the 
chief town, ntnl helmved with the usiml licence of 
ft liurnteso victor. Again the Governor of Amkan 
liohl the Knglish responsible, nml again Cnlcutta 
stfttcsinansltip professed its innocence. This time 
C’ftptnin Cftnning, who lm«l twice before visited 
Hnngoon on diplomatic business, was despatched to 
Amariijmm. to smooth away the displeasure of the 
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king. But so little did he .succeed in mollifying the 
angry feelings of the Court, that it was only by 
address and determination that ho escaped being 
detained ns a hostage. This was the last attempt 
to communicate with the govcniiuont of Avn by 
a pacific IBritish mission. 

The nationalist tbama, in which King-boring was 
tho leading actor, had an ill ending. A BumiCBC 
army came and swept him and his followers back 
to Chittagong, from which harbour of refuge thc^’ 
resumed patriotic incursions. So, till the tri- 
angular warfare was maintained, poor King-bering 
and his men being hunted with equal zest 1*3’ the 
Compan3-'s Scpoy.s and the levies of the Vicero}* of 
Arakan. Then the freebooter died, and his haunt 
amid the forests know him no more. But tho ill- 
feeling, of which his forn3’s were the occasion, did not 
die -with him. It would be too much to sa3' that 
King Bodau Phra ' brooded over his wrongs ; but the 
inattention of John Compan3‘ to his representations 
struck him as a piece of outer barbarism, of which 
the government of Ava w’as obliged to take serious 
note. It was intimated in 1S17 that if the vagabond 
Mugs were not sent back to receive tho peualt}’- of 
their contempt, tho Lord of the »Scas and Earth 
would be obliged to rc-assert his authority over 
such places as Dacca and Slurehidfibiid — undoubted 
appanages of tho crown of Arakan. Such was the 
warning, given in a pompous letter from tho Governor 

* lloflnw-payii. 
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of Araknn — ^the Riliii of Ramri, It came into bad 
hands, for the Marquess of Hastings was now supremo 
at Calcutta. The statesman who found means to 
dethrone the Peshwa was not disposed to yield to 
the menace of ‘ The Golden Foot.’ The answer was 
a simple statement that the British could not and 
would not deliver up those who had sought and had, 
some of them for thirty years, enjoyed their protec- 
tion. Perhaps the nows of recent events in Central 
India co-operated in persuading the king not to 
commit himself to open hostilities. At anj- rate he 
died, in 1819, in peace, his dignity unimpaired, and 
his realm at the height of its greatness. 

It was in quite another direction that his successor 
prepared to enlarge the bounds of his dominion. We 
have no intention of attempting to elucidate the poli- 
tics of Assam. It is enough to say that this secluded 
kingdom enjoyed the blessings of a peculiarly limited 
monarchy. There was a Efijd and a council of three 
ministers. The monarch could do nothing — not even 
get himself crowned — ^without the permission of his 
advisers ; but he was able to dismiss any of them in 
favour of some more agreeable member of the same 
family. While this was the judicious balance of 
power in the highest place, the real functions of 
administration were fulfilled by provincial ofiicers, 
nominally subordinate. The arrangement, which we 
believe had long prescription in its favour, broke down 
in 1809; and the 'end of an extremely complicated 
system of court intrigues was the entry of a Burmese 
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Jinny nnd the deposition of tho king. A kinsman 
took his place, and piously conlontod himself ivith 
slitting tho car of tho fallen * King of Heaven.’ After 
a time of exile iiiBlmtJin, the dethroned king ventured 
back, and for a while recovered power. The 33urmo90, 
however, proved treacherous allies, and again tho 
poor king had to fly ; but on this occasion ho found 
refuge in tho adjacent British district. Thus the 
Company had a Shan pretender on its hands in 
Rnngpur as well ns a community of fjigitive Mugs 
in Chittagong. History repeated itself. The com- 
mander of tho Burjnesc forces in Assam threatened to 
pursue the royal refugee; the Company’s ‘Commis- 
sioner of the Korlh-East Frontier’ prepared to repel 
aggression. 

We have now to turn to the third — and, happily, 
the last — point at which, on the eve of Lord Amherst's 
administration, tho Company had strained relations 
with the representatives of the Court of Ava. The 
ancient valley kingdom of Manipur hardly calls for 
anj’ detailed description. Tlie tragic massacre of an 
English Envoy, of which it was the scene onl}- a 
few years ago, made its position, its chaiacteristics, 
and even its physical aspect, familiar to tho most 
phlegmatic of home-keeping Britons. It will be 
remembered that of tho columns which were despatched 
to restore order and exact reparation, one advanced 
by way of Cachar and another by way of Upper 
Burma. This fact supplies tho key to the events of 
1823. So far back as 1762 a treaty of alliance had 
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been concluded between the Riijii of Manipur and 
the English Governor of Fort William in Bengal. 
A small force of Sepoys was even sent with the 
object of helping the Riijd to expel the Burmese who 
were then, after strange vicissitudes of conquest, in 
occupation. The attempt was abandoned. Passing 
over more than a half century we find the Burmese 
advancing into Cachai*, with the intention of dealing 
with certain Manipuri princes who, driven out of 
their own country, had taken up their quarters there. 
But they had boon anticipated bj*^ the extension to the 
region of British protection. Again the demand for 
the surrender of fugitives was prefeiTed, and again 
it was met with a decisive refusal; and so, when 
\he‘ year 1823 closed, a Burmese host was hanging 
menacingly on the Sylhot frontier. 

The three tracts, which were soon to be the scene of 
hostilities, are now among the most valuable of our 
Indian possessions. The tea-gardens of Assam have 
attracted from other parts of the continent a coolie 
emigration so considerable that the control of it is a 
most important feature in executive action, while the 
growth of trade at Akyab on the Ai-nkaneso const is 
one of the stock marvels of industrial annals. But, in 
I S23, cultivation was the exception, and commerce was 
of the most primitive description. We have still, from 
time to time, to send a force into the hills to chastise 
one of the tribes, Abors or Lushfiis or Nfigfis, who 
descend from their mountain retreats to raid upon the 
peaceful settlers in the valley. The obstacles which 
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household words. But the fir.st experience of the 
stockade was a discouraging surprise. 

The effect of our repulse was further to inflate the 
pride of the courtiers of the Golden IToot. They were 
under the same delusion as those who, in 1857, 
were responsible for the worst horrors of the Indian 
mutiny. The English, it was supposed, were a mere 
handful of traders, hiring Sepoys to do their fighting, 
hut possessing no reserve of military strength. 

The British reverse in Cachar occurred in February, 
1824. On the a4th of that month the Declaration 
of War was published in Calcutta. The immediate 
provocation came from the Chittagong borderland. 
At the mouth of the Eiver Nfif lies the small island 
of Shfthpuri. Here had been established a military 
guard wth a view to putting a stop to the incessant 
molestations of which British subjects were the 
victims. Tolls had been levied by Buimesc officials 
on boats passing to and from Chittagong, In one 
instance, when payment was refused, shots wore fired 
and one of the crow killed. The whole attitude of 
the Burmese was wantonly aggi’essivo. Seizures of 
persons working on British soil wore frequent. There 
were great gatherings of armed men on the Arakoncso 
side. The king’s officers affected to take umbrage at 
our calling the island ours, and they sent a large 
force which very soon expelled the little garrison. 
This manifestly could not bo endured. . A strong 
body of regulars was despatched from Calcutta to 
rcoccupy the post, but before it airivcd the Bui*- 
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meso lind tlic discretion to retire. The Govemor- 
Geneinl had expressed his willingnc.^s to appoint 
Commissioners to determine the question of owner* 
ship an ofler which was onlj' interpreted at Amarii- 
pum as a proof of conscious weakness. Lord Amherst, 
however, who was still painfully anxious not to bo 
led astray like his predecessor, and to abide by the 
pacific instructions of the Directors, was careful to 
keep the door of reconciliation open. Even in the 
DeclaTtition of War he ‘ retained an unfeigned desire 
to avail himself of any proper opening which may 
arise for an accommodation of differences with the 
king of Ava.’ But he made ‘ the tender of an ade- 
quate apology, and the assurance of such terms as 
are indispensable to the future securitj' and tran- 
quillity of the Eastern frontier ’ a condition. As well 
might Jack the Giant Killer have sent up a concilia- 
tory message when he knocked at the door of the 
Giant’s Castle. The Vicerov of Poem, who had acted 
previously as the mouthpiece of the Court, replied. 

He claimed Dacca and Chittagong for his master; 
asserted that Shdhpuri was indisputably Burmese, 
and graciously recommended the presumptuous person 
at Calcutta to say whatever he had to say by way 
of petition to ilaha Bandula. 

The die was cast. The Company was at war again, 
and the operations promised to be of a more Hian 
usually expensive kind. Lord Amherst — still new to 
the ways of administration — had to face the responsi- 
bilities of conducting a peculiarly difficult campmgT**''‘^s^ 
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Wc have remarked already on the strange apathy 
that had been shown by earlier Viceroys as to col- 
lecting accurate information about -Burma from the 
traders, residents, and missionaries who might at least 
have given useful hints. Lord Amherst had to rely 
almost wholly on the repoii; of Captain Canning, and 
as the lines on which operations were subsequently 
conducted were unfavourably judged by some con- 
temporary critics, it may be as well to give a con- 
densed extract from the document. 

‘Sliould an advance to Amardpnra be contemplated, 
a larger force of 3,000 Europeans and 7,000 natives would 
be necessarj*. Tliis, with a proportional detail of artillerj’ 
and particularly gun-boats, would place tlic capital in our 
possession. 

'Eangoon is accessible at all seasons, but during tlie 
strong prevalence of the south-west monsoon, from the 
beginning of July to the end of September, there is risk. . . . 
For the advance of a force on the capital the commencement 
of the rains or the beginning of June should be selected, and 
the rise in the river removes all obstacles from sand banks, &c., 
and a strong southerly ivind would convey the troops to 
their destination in a month or &ve weeks.’ 

Captain Canning cannot make even a distant con- 
jecture as to the number of men the Burmese could 
bring into the field. The absence of data is well 
illustrated by the fact that the population is variously 
estimated at from three to eighteen millions. 

‘ Of a regular army they have no idea. "Wlien troops are 
required, each district of a province is assessed at a certain 
number of men. . . . The men thus raised receive no pay; in 
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nin^ C'«(imnt<>(l (liftr flffcnsiv.* powi-r iiK>r«‘ hij'itly 
thnn tsir Thomnn Muntx). win* was nt tin; litiii* of nil 
Indian Htnlosmcn nnd .‘•oldiors tht* ino'.t comjv tvnt to 
ftmn n sound jtidgcntrnls 

A letter nddrf-psvd hy Lord Anther.*'! on Mnrrh to 
to the pftgnciovis nnd eseperienred Govornor of Mndrns 
ifi intorcFting in two wnjv. It show.x thnt Lord 
Amherst was not carried nwny hy the snngttine views 
of thoHO around him ; nnd that he did not hnse his 
plans on the nssumplion thnt tho.ro would ho n riviM- 
promennde to the capital. It exhihits nlso in n most 
pleasing light the modesty and courtesy which Lord 
Amherst carried into nil ofiicinl relations. 


‘Captain Canning will be directed, on oiir occupying 
Bnngoon, to tender from thence to the Ihmncpo Government 
the terms on which wo shall consent to mnUc peace. McnwT''s.y^^ 


while, every possible inqniry will be instiltifed nt P 


r 
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into the pmcttcability of procuring a sufficient nmnhcr of 
boats to transport an army of eiglit or nine tbonsand men to 
Amardpura. 

'I should hope that though the main enterprise may be 
relinquished, the possession of Pangoon, Cheduhn, and 
perhaps other porta or islands belonging to the Burmese, 
may induce them to accede to such terms of peace as we 
shall propose. 

‘It is really with considerable hesitation that I have 
entered into this detail with you. Arrangements like these 
are far beyond the reach of my experience ; and I may have 
overlooked objections which would readilj' present them- 
selves to persons more conversant with these matters. 

One other set of passages from a letter of April a, 
1824, may serve still further to illustrate Lord 
Amherat’s ideas for the campaign. 

* Tlie aid to he derived from the Siamese, in the event of 
proti'actcd hostilities, has entered deeply into our calculation. 
But I am not disposed, if wo can possibly avoid it, to engage 
too largely in the intrigues and politics of the Indo-Chinese 
nations, or to enter into engagements which we are not 
prepared at all hazards to fulfil. Our main object will be, 
not the acquisition of now' territory, but tho security of that 
which we already possess. . . . Tlie only tribe to which wo have 
yet held out hopes of independence is the Assamese. These 
were annexed about four years ago to the kingdom of Ava, 
and it is highly desirable on eveiy account that tliey should 
no longer remain subject to the Bui'meso yoke.' 

There were of course other modes of approach to 
Amardpura. Burmese hosts had passed through 
the wilderness of mountains to Assam and to Arakan. 
Why should not a small well-equipped force of 
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Sepoys and Europeans use the same route? The 
answer was that a tumultuous levy of natives who 
can live on almost notliing, who can plunder or 
carry the little food they need, who can dispense 
with shelter, who know the country thoroughly and 
are accustomed to the climate, and whose individual 
lives are in the esteem of their commander valueless, 
could do what a costly disciplined column under 
European guidance would perish in attempting. 

There was a special reason for the call made upon 
Sir Thomas Munro’s good offices. The Bengal army 
was recruited in the main from the higher castes, 
and viewed with religious repugnance the notion of 
crossing the ' Black Water.’ As it would have been 
out of the question to reach Rangoon save by sea 
transport, recourse was had to the less scrupulous 
material presented by the Madras aimy. Happily 
• Sir Thomas Munro was as popular as he was capable: 
and tlie response to the appeal from Calcutta was 
immediate and enthusiastic. Colonel M’Creagh led 
the Bengal division, Colonel Macbean was at the 
head of the more important force supplied by Madras. 
Sir Archibald Campbell was in supreme command. 
Altogether the army of the Irawadi comprised over 
11,000 men. Of these one half were Europeans, one 
of the regiments being the Madras European regiment. 
The voyage was a repetition of the Spanish Armada 
on a small scale. There were royal sloops of war 
and Company’s cruisers to convoy the transports 
and — a portent which it was hoped would impress 
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little in it worth capture. The non-combatant 
population, through whom the English General had 
calculated on getting the daily necessaries of life for 
his force, had disappeared; never did victors feel 
more dejected. 



CHAPTER V 


The Burmese War: the Defekce of Raxgoo.v 
AND Conquest of Arakan 

Rangoon Imd been built by the mighty luinler 
Aloinprn, iu part to commemorato his victories in 
Pegu, but mainly with a prescient desire to secure for 
Burma the advantage of foreign trade. The to\\Ti lay 
on the loft bank of the river ; on the other three sides 
it was protected by a wet ditch. The four main 
streets 'were lined with huts of bamboo and matting, 
raised on pile.s, for the site of Rangoon was then 
a swamp. A few brick houses, of the poorest con- 
struction, attested the pi’oscncc of the motley foreign 
element. Some of these sti-angers were in the employ 
of the native government. The day of the arrival 
of the English about 40,000 peo2>lc were dwelling in 
the place, of whom 1,500 were priests and acolytes, 
attached to the neighbouring jragodas. Between it 
and the sea was a dead flat, of swampy jungle, varied 
by paddy fields. But on a low range of hills two miles 
to the north showed grandly the Holj^ Place of the 
Burmese — the great Pagoda of Shwe Dagon Prah. To 
this a mad leads from the town, shaded by splendid 
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ti'ces — mangoes, cocoa palms, and many another of 
majestic fonn. At the end of this stately avenue rose 
the Pagoda, crowning an eminence. Of solid brick 
throughout, it was covered with gilding which glittered 
in the sunshine. Minor temples or monasteries flanked 
the sacred way, huge griffins standing guard at the 
entrance of each. Such was the jumble of splendom* 
and squalor in which the army was now quartered. 

The Pagoda was of the most respectable antiquity. 
The height ascended from the lowest level by two 
gigantic terraces, which formed a quadrangular base 
for the solid dome that occupies the centre. At the 
top it tapers gi-adually till it ends in a slender pin- 
nacle almost as high as the body of the dome ; at the 
end of this is the Tee, the mystic umbrella which 
denotes the shelter under •which the true Buddhist 
lives and the eternal lordship of his faith. The 
tinkling of small bells from the lofty pinnacle alone 
represented for the intruding soldiery the worship of 
the shrine from which priests and devotees alike had 
fled. 

The height of the pile is given as 300 feet. Scattered 
over the terraces, and at the base, were sacred build- 
ings, many of which were in themselves imposing and 
exquisite specimens of Burmese art. Generation after 
generation had in this way paid their homage to the 
spot where under this enonnous cairn rested the 
revered relics of the last four Buddhas. But, for the 
moment, the interest of the place in the eyes of the 
quartermaster-general’s department lay in its defen- 
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sible streagth aud its comparatively salubrious posi- 
tion, The view from the parapets was supei-b. On 
the north-eastern horizon were seen the hills by which 
the Sit-taung river flowed, and between stretched 
a rich plain through which the branches of the 
Irawadi found theii- way to the sea; to the south 
lay the Foit and Pagoda of Syriam, the old city 
familiar in the dingy romance of early European 
enterprise. Below flowed the Bangoon river, now 
crowded with shipping ; on the other bank was the 
town of Bala, and almost at the foot of the Pagoda 
lay a beautiful lake. But the contemplation of the 
landscape was not an unmixed pleasure. Columns of 
smoke ascending from the thick woods which broke the 
plain indicated the spots where the Burmese soldiers 
were already preparing their stockades. The country 
round was almost impracticable for the movements 
of regular troops. Keconnaissances were sent out 
to explore and, if possible, to tempt back the fugitive 
inhabitants. A little expedition in boats from the 
ships of war gallantly stormed an unfinished stockade 
at Kemendin, about six miles up stream. A more 
serious advance into the interior by land resulted 
only in illustrating the marvellous alacrity with which 
the villagers could disappear into the jungle, and 
in leaving our commanders with two gilt umbrellas 
as the first trophies of wai’. A number of mutilated 
bodies were found in the wood, a sample of the terrors 
by which unswerving loyalty to the crown of Ava 
was maintained. In May the dreaded rains set in, 
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and tlio garrison found itself beleaguered by tho 
floods. To conduct the force up ,500 miles of stream 
in open boats under this tropical downpour would 
have been madnass, even if boats could have been 
obtained. As to the route bj* laud, tho inundations 
wore a fatal impediment. Nor was there available 
can-ingc, nor prospect of supplies. The Bunnese 
authorities had rendered Sir Eyre Coote’s primi- 
tive system of commissariat impi-acticablo by the 
simple plan of making the country a desert in the 
track of our troops. Tbei'C was nothing for it but to 
wait till the rains were over, and meanw’bilc to draw 
supplies from Calcutta and Madras. There was 
happily no difliculty about making the necessary dis- 
positions for the defence of Eangoon in tho very im- 
probable contingency of an attack. Nor was the hope 
abandoned that when the people of Pegu had realized 
the discorafituro of tho Burmese opprc.ssor they 
would" declare on tho side of the British. But since 
the days when Alompra finally asserted the supremacy 
of Ava over Pegu, the policy of the Burmese had been 
ingeniously directed to discouraging and supplanting 
all that was national in the old race. These people, 
the Talaing.s, were a standing exception to the doctrine 
that force is no remedy for disaflcction. They had been 
thoroughly cowed into acceptance of the alien rule. 

We have now to turn from the offensive operations 
of the war to those in Assam and Cachar, and on the 
Arakan frontier, which were in their primary purpose 
defensive. The cruelty of the Bunnese conquerors in 
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Afisttin Imcl left tlio population suflicient spirit to resent 
the wrongs they endured, and here, at any rate, our 
foi'ccs received n welcome, but that was really all that 
tho people had it in their power to bestow. Our 
bannera advanced along tho Brahmaputra from Gofil- 
pfiril to Gauluiti, but the rains in this quarter also 
compelled our commanders to rest. It w’as the same 
in Cachav. Tliero too tho liurmeso remained in 
occupation. 

It would have been well if nothing worao had 
occurred on the Arakanese side than tho maintenance 
of tho doim (juo. Something had been done to 
augment the scanty force of tho Company by the 
enrolment of a Slug levy, but Maha Bandula had 
discerned with unerring oyc tho weakness of our 
position. Ho could aflbrd to neglect Kangoon as 
long ns ho could deal us a blow in the point where 
wo were vulnerable. There is no reason for describing 
as bombast or vaingloiy the repeated assurances 
given by this remarkable man to his royal master, 
that ho could force his way to Calcutta without 
calling upon more than tho local resources of the 
dependent provinces. A favourite of the queen, 
who was herself a favourite of tho Icing, he had 
advantages in tho councils of Amardpura such as 
were denied to most of the functionaries with out* 
landish titles among whom executive authority was 
frittered away. He obtained permission to lead an 
army of more than 10,000 men through Arakan to 
Chittagong. It reached the British frontier in Hay 
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nbout tho liino llmt Sir ArcliibaVl Ciuupboll occupied 
Enngooii. Grossing tbe Kaf it advanced lo vitbin 
fourlcen miles of Eiimu, an advanced post held by 
a bodj* of a few hundred of tho Company’s Infnntr}', 
supplemented by some of tho ill-trained and unre- 
liable Mugs. For a time the position was held 
courageously enough as the 8,000 Burmese comba- 
tants advanced in their traditional style, each man 
digging his omi .shelter-hole in tho ground, until they 
i-eached the pickets. Then our position being plainly 
untenable, a retreat was ordered, but when the Sepoys 
miched ax streatn whieh crossed the way and the 
enemy iiresscd close upon their rear they becamo 
utterly demoralized, flinging away their airms and 
rushing tumultuously into the water. Thci-c were 
deplorable casualties amongst the British oflicers, and 
more than half of the rank and file were missing. 
Some of our soldiei’s were taken as prisonci's to the 
Burmese capital, where them appearance was held to 
justify Baudiila's confidence in his star. In our 
omi territories too the disaster caused a panic, at 
which we may now afford to smile, but which was 
then not wholly unjustified by tho possibilities of 
the case. Fortunately tho Golden Foot found itself 
uncomfortably pinched by the prasence of our gani- 
son at Bangoon. Bandula with the flower of his 
army was recalled to expel the impudent intruders 
in the south, and on our side the reinforcements 
were tardily sent to Chittagong which should have 
been there at the outset. 
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; One operation, of some importance was carried out 
wth entire success. When the fleets met at Port 
ComwaUis a portion of the force was sent to reduce 
Cheduba, one of the numerous islands which fiinge 
the Arakanese coast. The Rajfi was captured in the 
jungle and sent as a prisoner with his wife to Calcutta, 
where the Burmese princess — as has been seen from 
the diary — became an object of interest and kindly 
sympathy to the great lady, the wife of the Govemor- 
GeneraL 

A. small garrison was left in the island, which 
became a position of diplomatic rather than of 
strategic interest. We return to Rangoon, where 
the troops had been placed in defensive positions 
at the Pagoda and along the Causeway connecting 
it with the town. The discomfort caused by the 
rains was much enhanced by the failure of provisions, 
and by the beginning of June there was nothing but 
salt meat, for the most part, putrid, even for the 
invalids in the hospital. Vegetables there were none, 
and though tempting gai’dens of pine apples lay 
outside the lines, the fruit could only be gathered 
by armed bodies of men. The incessant attacks kept 
up in guetilla fashion by the Burmese bands who 
lurked in the country round were almost welcome as 
a distraction from these monotonous privations. The 
firat experience of fire-rafts — of which much had in 
a vague way been heard before — was exciting. These 
were a series of bamboo platforms loosely hinged, so 
that when they struck the shipping, they easily closed 
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•were all comfortalily cnsconccfl in couples in small 
excavations something after the manner of the pit 
dwellings of prehistoric times. Even a roof was 
not -vN'nnting, and each couple of soldiers had with 
them the simple commissariat necessary for the whole 
period during which the siege was expected to last. 

It was not long before the English leaders found 
a way of coping with the difficulties of this novel 
system of warfare. A cannonade was almost useless 
against the stockades: the very flimsiness of the 
structure was its strength. But shells had a won- 
derful effect in unnerving the dofendera, while at 
least the. European soldiers developed a marvellous 
capacity for climbing and swarming over the barrier. 
The courage of the natives did not long survive the 
consciousness that their position was no longer im- 
pregnable, and though in the very eoidy stage of 
hostilities the barbarous .shouts and yells and drum- 
mings of the wni'riors of Ava unmanned the assailants, 
there came a time when the mere appearance of the 
soldiers of John Company rushing to the attack on 
one side, was the signal for a wholesale flight of the 
Buimese on the other. The capture of a stockade 
was sometimes like a hurdle race, but occasionally the 
conflict was desperate and thei’e were cases in which 
■victory remained ■with the less ci^vilized combatants. 
To the last it was considered unsafe to send Sepoys 
against the enclosures unless they were supported 
01 even led by Europeans. Many contemporaneous 
sketches exist of these encounters, which give a ■vivid 
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picture of the romantic contrasts of the war. Wc 
see the men of the king’s or the Company’s regiments 
^Yith their tall stiff hats, their straight-cut coats, 
their closely-fitting breeches, and well-kept accoutre- 
ments, descending from the palisade with a haste 
which the artist of the time has made consistent with 
umiiffled dignity. The ba3’onct is plied, the smoko 
of the discharges goes up to the sk}' in white puffs. 
On the other side arc the unfortunate Burmese, some 
resisting as best they maj’^ with theix* broad swords, 
but most rushing awaj^ in confused rout. Above the 
parapet of the palisade appear the waving palms and 
the rich forest foliage — the peaceful setting of this 
scene of bloodshed. 

But it must not be supposed that the Burmese 
soldiery* wore a barbai'ous rabble. As marksmen thej* 
took accurate aim, though their weapons and ammu- 
nition were of the most wretched kind. Thej' had, 
however, some excellent guns, a fact for which the 
invadei's were quite unprepared. Nor were they 
wanting in the proprieties of uniform. A black 
glazed jacket, a silk band round the waist, a silk 
scarf over the shoulder, a red fillet round the hair 
which was tied in a knot at the top of the head, 
a sword slung over the arm, a spear, a musket, 
a powder-horn and a shot-pouch completed the equip- 
ment. In justice to the cnem^' it should be said, 
that though in masses thej’- often fled, as individuals 
they showed an absolute contempt of death. But the 
bitterest feelings of resentment were stirred among 
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ouv Iroops 1)y the oyitlonce which prcscntcfl itself of 
Ihoir cruelty to the wounded, and of the honible 
indignities they offered to the dead. It inny bo that 
the man who holds hia own life cheap is courageous, 
not from heroism but from insensibility. 

We cannot attempt to chronicle in detail the events 
of this droaiy year. Operations were necessarily con- 
fined to the country about Rangoon. Kemendin, as 
the starting-point of the fire-rafts, had to bo taken. 
Very gallantly the work was done. A detachment 
was sent also to drive the enemy from the fort at 
Syriain. Later on there was another expedition to 
Pegu, the ancient capital of the province. Eighty 
years before it had been a splendid and opnlent city : 
now it was an almost desolate ruin. Such is history 
in the East. Tlioso- places were accessible by the 
network of river branehes in the centre of wliioh 
Rangoon lies. An attack on a stockaded post of the 
Burmese at Kaik-lo ended in a check for the British — 
the nows of which was received with great delight 
at Amarfipura. In some later marches our soldiers 
were sickened by the sight of the bodies of their 
comrades who fell, hanging mutilated and gibbeted 
on trees. There is too mucli reason to fear that 
a sense of jealousy or soreness led to this failure. 
The attack was left to the Madras Sepoys ; and being 
unsupported they wore repulsed. The hardships en- 
dured by the troops on all those occasions were 
extreme. The floods wore out: thci*e were no roads, 
hardly indeed tracks : cannon could not bo moved. 
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When they bivouacked, mud was the soldier’s bed, 
a log his pillow. Only a portion of the garrison was 
fit for service. Sickness raged in the cantonment. 

No information, meanwhile, could be obtained of 
the movements of the enemy beyond the points of 
occasional contact with the scattered bands or posts. 
As a matter of fact, our comi-adcs had, ns yet, to 
deal only with raw local levies, b'or llandiila's 
grand army had not come back from Arakan, and 
the host organized at the capital to expel the insolent 
strangem was still on the waj'. The very crudity of 
Burmese oiganizatiou made it an easy matter to 
extemporize a militia. The local governor knew he 
would answer with his head if he failed, and the 
masses of the people were creaturc-s of his wll. 
An elaborate cordon of guard-houses prevented any 
approach to our lines. But by degrees about 200 
were able to make their way in, chiefly to serve ns 
menial servants. 

There were a number of small excitements to 
prevent time from hanging hca\'ily on the hands of 
Sir Ai'chibald Campbell and his staff. The smartest 
captain on board the men-of-war could not help 
admiring the easy sweep of the war-boats which 
brought down messages in the king’s name to the 
intruders, or rather inquiries as to what they wanted 
on the territory of the Monarch of Monarchs. Out- 
side of Norse legends notlring could be more stately 
and graceful than these colossal canoes, with their 
trim crews of scores of oarsmen. Then there was the 
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awful yelling from the jungles at night, and marvel- 
lous stories to tell of clever thefts and of sudden 
attacks upon the gunboats. In August a great body 
of devotees, who styled themselves Invulnerables, and 
had certainly gone through a course of magical pre- 
paration that ought to have insured immunity, made 
some daring efforts to free the Holy Pagoda from the 
profanation of our presence. 

One visitor was a particularly interesting person- 
age — a man named Gibson, who, born at Madras, 
the son of an English father and native mother, had 
ingratiated himself with the Court of Ava, and had, 
before the outbreak of war, been sent to Cochin 
China to arrange for a combined attack by the two 
States on Siam. On his I'otum he found, much to his 
surprise, that his countrymen were installed at Kan- 
goon. He is described as a man of extraordinary 
attainments in everything that concerns the East, 
in addition to which he spoke English, Portuguese, 
and a little French. But he was e, specially welcome 
because he had a map of Burma in his possession: 
and was thus able at last to furnish the Intelligence 
Depai’tmcnt Avith the rudiments of information. 

But the season was by no moans wasted. The 
forced inactivity on the Irawadi enabled the com- 
mander to send oft’ small expeditions by sea to 
capture Mergui and Tavoy, Martaban and Ye — ports 
of much value on the long coastline of Tenasserim. 
We have already described the fluctuating character 
of possession in these tracts. Tenasserim had for 
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only twenty ycai's ncknowl.cdgetl tlio supvoinaoy of 
Avn, and the people had not the smnllcst objection to 
exchange of injistore. Although those conrpiosts were 
only subsidiary to the main olgect of the campaign, 
thej' remained a part of the solid fruits of our 
ultimate triumph. 

"NVe may perhaps add here that, partly owing to 
the withdi’awal of the Burmese armies, and partly 
owing to the ndvantnge.s wc enjoyed by the command 
of local allies (whoso battle wc wore really fighting), 
wc had succeeded by the middle of 1825 in effacing 
the last traces of Burmese power in Assam, Gachar, 
and Manipur. 

In spite of the spasmodic elation produced bj' the 
accounts of occasional British leverecs and the amvnl 
of prisoners and captured arms, the King of Ava, and 
what was more, the Queen, were conscious that things 
were not going well in the South. All hopes were 
now centred in Bandula. When the Prince of 
Tliarawadi, whom he supemeded, made over the 
command to him at Douabyii, he gave the plebeian 
gencnil some cautions, out of the fund of his own 
experience, ns to the danger of despising the might 
of * the stranger's.’ * In eight days,’ was the reply, 

‘ I shall dine in the pirblic hall ’ — ^which by the way 
was a sort of barn — ‘and afterwards return tharrks’ — 
the Burmese equivalent for a ToBeuvi — ‘at the Shwe 
Dagon Pagoda.' Lrspired with this confidence, he 
marched down the loft bank with the better part 
of his army of 60,000 rneir ; a force which included 

a Or 
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a contingent of cavalry, mounted on ponies. Four 
days sufficed to place the host in front of the British 
position. The garrison nambei’ed then 1,300 British 
effectives and 2,500 of tho native Indian regiments. 
On tho river was a fleet of Burmese war-ships, and 
the usual provision of firo-rafts. The Pagoda and the 
outpost at Kemendin wore tho principal objects 
menaced. But after some successful preliminary 
sorties, a combined attack was made by tho British 
with tho help of theii’ gunboats on tho Burmese 
entrenchments. The enemy’s linos were earned and 
tho soldiers of Ava fled, leaving their banners, 
umbrellas, and much munition of war to tho victors. 
This was on December 6, 1824. A week later, two 
miles from tho Pagoda, a stockade at which Band 61 a 
had made a stand was taken, and tho Burmese com- 
mander, accepting his fii’st defeat, retired to the 
fortified position ho had prepared at Donabyii. 

In these operations tho flotilla had done much 
service, and tho little steamer Diana had demon- 
strated for tho first time in eastern waters tho value 
of steam in naval warfare.’ The Govemoi'-Gonoral’s 
bodyguard, which had under tho stress of the situation 
been despatched from Calcutta, had, like our own 
guardsmen in similar cii'cumstances, behaved with 
conspicuous courage. A groat conflagi'ation within 
the British lines at a critical moment was happily 
extinguished. 

The reti-eat of tho Burmese marked tho close of the 
period of inaction in Pegu. Meanwhile energetic 
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meRsuros were Ijoing taken in the original scat of 
tho troubles to restore the prestige of the Company. 
Few countries presented greater difficult}' to a mili- 
tary commander. The rainfall on this coastline is 
far above the standard even of the humid regions of 
tho world. The rivers porvei-sel}' flow from tho 
central mountain range almost parallel to tho coast, 
and for great distances arc rather estuaries than 
streams, so that a force advancing to tho south would 
have to pass through sodden wastes cither stox*ilc or 
covered with dense masses of tropical vegetation, and 
at freriuent intervals have to cross what were prac- 
tically inlets of the sea. The beauty of the scenery 
was no adequate sot-off in the eyes of the commanders 
for the enormous difficulties of transport. As will be 
seen hereafter the Government at Calcutta found the 
gravity of their task aggravated by the mutinous 
spirit of tho troops who were detailed for the under- 
taking. At length, however, an array of 11,000 men 
was concentrated at Chittagong under General Mor- 
rison. Gunboats and cruisers sailed along the coast 
carrying the two European regiments. The passage 
of the Nfif river was not disputed by the enem}', 
but a pamful struggle of two months with physical 
obstacles lay before them. Sir Henry Lawrence, then 
a subaltern, w’as serving wdth General Mori’ison; and 
there is an interesting account in his Life of the many 
struggles his division encountered on its way — Sir 
Henry, up to his waist in water, fording rivers and 
transporting all tho horses of a regiment an d all 
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tlio nimmmition until infinite fatigue ! But the hard- 
ships were for the inoiiicnt forgotten when tho army 
found itself before tho ancient capital of Ainkan in 
its picturesque setting of low hills. The gan-ison 
consisted of the rcinains of Bandula’s army, and 
after the second day’s attack they took to flight, 
canying across tho mountains evil tidings to the 
King of Ava. 

Lady Amherst writes, in April 1825, of the painful 
state of suspense in which they arc nil waiting at 
Calcutta. No oflicial news arrives from the armies 
till the 14th. Then at last comes the most cheering 
aceount of the capture of the capital, ‘after efforts 
which seem almost supematiiml.’ 

On Sfarch 29 the force advanced, 

‘ mid enme in fight of the very strong position taken up hy 
tiic oneiuy for tho defence of Arnknn. It was a range of 
hills almost inaccessible, surrounded by dangerous swamps, 
the summits being cleaved and entrenched. An attack on 
these heights on the evening of itfarch 29 failed owing to 
the extreme difficulty of ascending the heights, which were 
nearly j’erpendicular, and the snccessfnl resistance of the 
enemy rolling down stones. Pointed pieces of bamboo stuck 
into the ground wounded the feet of tho trooiis as they 
advanced.’ 

Thirty men were killed and 100 wounded, besides 
the ofticei's who fell. On the 30th batteries were 
opened on tho encm3»’s works, and on tho 31st arrangc- 
monts were made to attack the fortified heights, whicli 
were the kej’^ of the position. 
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‘Tills service was performed oilirely witli ilie bayonet, 
witbout firiii" n shot. Tlicir success was {iiniannccd to the 
camp by strikuip up the liritish drums and fifes from the 
summit- during the night.’ 

How simply nod well the story is told, and wlmt 
a heroic .story it is ! One can imagine the Engli-sh 
ho.arUs healing in rc.sponse to that sudden midnight 
outburst of warlike music. 

A piivato letter which Lord Amher.«t was writing 
at Barrackpur to Sir Bdward Paget on the very day 
of this hrilliani exploit, furnishes us with a mo.st 
gi'accful comment. 

‘ If ever despatches were ealculuted to inspire confidence, 
such are General Moni.<on*F. If providing against failure is 
the best way to ciiMire success, no man ever better de.scrved 
to find his objects accomplished. 

‘^Iniiipur and .•\Tiikan aiv pretty s).>ecimcns of the ex- 
tent and accuracy of our information. Ity the former we 
were to march an army without any great difficulty. At 
the latter wc wore all to perish by fog and jungle fever. 
T tbnnk Gcxl that- tbe last appears unlikely.’ 

The occupation of the rest of Ibo province of Araknn 
was cn.sily cfiectod, but an attempt to advance on 
Amanipura by the pas.sc.s of the dividing range was 
found to be impracticable. Pestilence was a foe more 
formidable than the Burmese, and so the plan of a 
march on the capital fi'om the west, which had found 
much favour with some of the Cnlouttn stvategist.s. 
was abandoned once for all. But Avakan, like 

/ 

and Cachar and Tenasserim, remainoil 
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time, and the troops were cantoned on . the grassy 
expanse which is now the populous and busy town of 
Akyab. • 

The year 1844 had been one of continuous anxieties 
to Lord Amherst, and while he wrestled -in Council 
with the doubts concerning policy, and the still more 
serious questions of executive detail, Lady Amhersfc 
watched and waited for ladings of good. From the 
beginning of the year 1825 there is a growing tone 
of cheerfulness as the diaiy records the progress of 
events of which we have already given an outline at 
the various seats of war. As the lady continues her 
record of the rumours which reach her, it is interesting 
to see the facts and dates of history inteipreted into 
this daily life and talk. When one reads books of 
history after such a lapse of time, one looks at the 
maps, one follows the march of the armies, one 
moralizes on the results of the struggle ; but how 
different are such calm r^sumds from the thrill created 
by the throbbing details which are part of our own 
actual history, by the events in which we ourselves 
and the people we live alongside of take a part. 
Beading these journals is in some measure living the 
moment over again with Lady Amherst in that distant 
place whore the pages were wi’itten, covered with 
those close and careful lines which still seem to 
vibi’ate with the pulse of that hour. 



CHAPTER VI 

The Burmese War : Advance on Prome and Ava 
AND Conclusion op the War 

The advance on Prome is the next act of the 
Burmese di’ama ; we may almost ti’ace the incidents 
in the notes made by the interested annalist at 
Government House. On March ii, 1825, 'accounts 
arrive of the vanguai’d of the army at Rangoon 
having marched on the 5th. On the 16th, Brigadier- 
Geneml Cotton sailed with his division to meet Sir 
Archibald Campbell at Donabyii and to proceed to 
Prome, the capital of the Prince of Ava.’ 

The an'angement was, we may explain, that one 
force should go bj’’ water under General Cotton, 
while another advanced by land (which was now free 
from flood) under the Commander-in-Chief. Brigadier 
MCreagh remains at Rangoon in command, waiting 
for the necessary transports to arrive. Tlie town is 
fortifying bl•iskl3^ Rockets, which never before had 
a fair opportunity of being tried, astonish the enemy 
so much that immediately on their beginning to play 
the Bunnese flj’ precipitately. As the armies 

retreat, the peaceable inhabitants 
come back to their homes. 
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‘ Great nuinbcrB of families are returning and the market 
is well supplied. Eveiy member of our army in the greatest 
possible spirits, delighted to be on the march to Prome, and, 
ns they hope, to Amarfipura, before the rainy season sets in. 
This we fear, however, is unlikely. There are several thousand 
bullocks needed to draw the artillery tents and the baggage, 
also elephants ; and all will have to he transported from the 
Upper Provinces (of India) to Calcutta, 1,200 miles, and fo he 
again embarked for Pnngoon and Chittagong.’ 

On March 27, many reports arc afloat both of 
victories and defeats : 

‘ Some Burmese prisoners sent from Rangoon say that their 
countiymen are now fully persuaded that we ai’c sorcerers . . . 
wo bewitch their men, their artilleiy, their stockades, and 
they think evejy white face a devil, hut they still do not talk 
of pence.’ 

We must here return to the thread of our narrative. 
The river force had been detained at Donahyfi, 
Bandflla’s fortified position on the river about 
seventy miles above Kangoon, while Sir Archibald 
Campbell, with whom it wa.s impossible to keep up 
communication, had gone in advance on his land 
march towards Promo. 

On April 3 Lady Amherst records 

‘that Genei’al Cotton with a small force of 200 men had 
succeeded in carrying the first outwork of the great stockade 
at Donahyfi. But in attempting the second the cannonade 
was kept up so heavily that in a few minutes, having had 120 
men killed and wounded (out of 200), the General thought it 
pmdent to retire, which he did successfully to his boats. 
General Cotton sent to acquaint Sir Ai'chihald Campbell 



THE EVRitESE IVA/i 


>o; 

with wlmt hficl occmrctl. l!is unto wns- on n ftnnll hit of 
ivapcr wrapi'Cil romui a clicj-oot anil put into n h'^snl in 
n nic.t.'cnprrs car. T)io jiian. a BuniiP!*’, rnm ''4 thr un> Wf' 
safely, au«l Sir Arehihahl, who wa® ohout fttrty mile*, hii'hfr 
up heyoiul Donnhyii, imtnrdialrly it;tunjeil with tiu’ {rr^-atr^t 
part of his force to join in wiotlur nttarh. fie^rral (.’ottr-n 
had Fummoued llawlrtla to Furrciulrr. who rrul o vir>Ti%ll 
inrsfapo in answer, faying it ava? his duly t« tlefrJal Dfintilon 
to the ntnioFt, hut if ho took ntiy prironT? thoy 'houhl hr 
well troato<l. Wo have thorofoji’ f.>r riviHr*'!! thnu l*y 
onr example of humanity. The. account the pvi‘-c*ucr>i gi\c 
is that there are Jo,ooo men in tin- sturkaile, aiol that 
Ihnnhlhrhas heen ohliged to chain hie non t'< the gni." t" 
prevent their ahandoning iheun* 

At this point, the story »»f the dinrv ri vctls to 
Rnngoon and tlie coasU Mnjor Sale, who had l»oen 
fiont with a stnall force to orenpy )lns«ei>j, found oji 
his arrival that the enemy hnd ahandom'd the jdneo ; 
he had the satisfaction of setting prisoners free from 
their irons and of being welcomed by tbe ijtbabitantM. 
So at Inst we conic (o better limes, the jH*asant'> nf»‘ 
bringing in provisions, the population is rea.^.-'uretl. 
The High Priest of the Great Dngoii 1 ‘agofln ih al.'O 
returning, oddly enough e.'-rorlcd hy a llritish guard 
of lion our. 

The crowning mercy was not long delnj eil. 

‘April 29, 1825. This morning despatche;: undved from 
Sir Archibald Cntnphcll with the glorious nn«l cheering ikuvs 
of the fall of Doiiahyd, It wn« invesitod on March 28 hv 
the eomhined forces of Oc-noml Colton and .«>:■ .'.rchihahi. 
A rocket most fortunately falling on Ih ;.itiduhi 
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killed him, and on tho night hotweon the ist and and of 
April the garriflon evacuated tho fort, stores of all kinds 
were taken, and immense quantities of provisions. Our loss 
was very trifling indeed. Bandfila is the only Burmese 
general who has in any degree resisted our army. . . He had 
begun to show signs of civilization and hod issued a procla- 
mation- ordering the soldiers -not to maltreat or put their 
prisoners to death. ... In the centre of the stockade was 
a very beautiful bungalow discovered, belonging to Banddla, 
containing thirty spacious apartments. As soon as Ban- 
ddla was killed the soldiers immediately burnt his body. . . . 
Banddla,’ Lady Amhei'st says, 'had great influence over the 
king, and his soldiers were much attached to him. He used 
to behead them if they were frightened. On one occasion 
he killed seven men one after another, when the eighth at 
last found courage to stand by the gun.’ 

May aa. Despatches were received from Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell dated April ao, thirty miles from 
Prome. An English soldier who had been taken 
pi'isoner was sent to Sir Archibald, bringing a letter 
from the Bunnese Government proposing peace. Tho 
letter stated that the English and Burmese Govern- 
ments had from the beginning of the world been 
always allies and friends, and that from the folly of 
the Edjd of Arakan and other Rfijds, war had been 
kindled between tho two Governments. Sir Archibald 
replied that, foes or friends, he must continue his 
march to Prome, and there hear what tho King’s 
Ministers had to propose. 

‘ We now begin to flatter ourselves that there is a prospect 
of nn end to the war,’ wrotfj Lady Amherst in ink which is 



OCCUPATION OF PRO MB 1 09 

somewhat coiileur-de-rosc, ‘w’liicli has been a campaign of 
increasing triumphs to tho British arms.’ 

It will bo noticed bow again tbo English avo 
deluded by hopes of peace. 

‘ Wo may fairly say,’ tho diary continues, ‘ that our foes 
have been beaten into slicing for pence, their insolent 
language and high pretensions have vanished.' 

Another despatch from Sir Archibald of May a 
states, that 

‘ on entering Promo, they found the town completely evacu- 
ated; a strong gaiTison had fled with all the inhabitants, 
and the pencemahers, if such they were, had also fled. Sir 
Archibald represents Promo as tho strongest and best fortified 
town he has seen in Ava, and states that with 1,000 men 
he could have defended it against ten times that number from 
the excessive strength of the woi’ks and stockades. . . . The 
Prince Sarawaddi (Tharawadi) who commanded in Prome, and 
who fled BO precipitately on tho first advance of the army, 
told his followers that he was gone to tell the king the truth, 
and the state of tho countiy, which the queen and her brother 
(both of low birth) ‘had concealed ; and to imj)lore him to make 
peace as the only means of saving tho remains of the empire. 
He promised that he himself should return to Prome. 

In Prome were found above a hundred pieces of 
cannon besides ordnance and military stoi'es. 

.‘The Burmese set the town on fire before they quitted it, 
and our troops could only save one half of it from^tii^ 
flames. Captain Alexander went up in hjp'.bqats for^< 
miles, and captured 3,000 boats full of ^ ^ ®ti' 

had fled. These he persuaded to return 
are now awaiting in anxious suspense 
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Tho capture of Donabyu was undoubtedly the 
crisis of the campaign. Yet the glory of the exploit 
belongs perhaps to the slender force under Qenei’al 
Cotton, which with ineffectual gallantry attacked tho 
formidable defences. As a piece of military engineer- 
ing the stockade was the admiration of our officers. 
After Sir Archibald Campbell had roturaed and 
invested the place there was less occasion for a dis- 
play of valour. The defenders had the imprudence to 
attempt a sortie, and in spite of horses and elephants, 
possibly by reason of the presence of these unwieldy 
monsters, Avero forced back to their lines. Lady 
Amherst’s brief and ingenuous account of the Bur- 
mese commander’s death — ‘ a rocket most fortunately 
falling on the Maha Bandula killed him’ — reflects 
faithfully tho tension of feeling at the time. But tho 
great-grandchildren of tho victors may avoU speak 
Avith honour and respect of the vanquished dead, 
Maha Bandfda had many of the qualities of true 
greatness; and had he survived might have proved 
himself as perilous an antagonist as Haidar All. Tho 
suit of armour Avhich he wore may be seen in the 
Tower of London ; and in the sketdics of the period, 
he looks more like a Knight Templar than a Pagan. 
But picturesque costuino was the foitc of all the 
Burmese magnates; and some of tho most consummate 
knaves were faultless in the matter of armoui’. Nor 
should praise be Avithhold from Bandula’s colleague 
or rival, the Prince of Tharawadi. He had statesman- 
like perception, and had his pacific spirit prevailed 
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the Court of Ava might have escaj)ed superfluous 
humiliation. But the weakness of Buma has 
always been the ignorance, the pride, the duplicity 
of the Balace. 

The occupation of Prome was, in every way, 
an advantage. The climate was excellent, supplies 
abundant, and after the first panic was soothed the 
people were friendl3'. Then first the British soldier 
had an opportunity of making the acquaintance of 
the meny light-hearted folk, who arc now our fellow 
subjects, and far and away the most popular of all the 
races living, under the shadow of the British Throne. 
The absence of caste restrictions, their frank and 
kindlj* nature, their love of sport and song, commend 
John Burman to the good graces of John Bull. 
After all the miseries of Eangoon it was a perfect 
delight to the army to be in a place where the 
bazaars were bright and full, where men and women, 
dressed in gay clothes, exchanged jokes with the 
strangem, and looked them straight in the face. 
There was plenty of amusement. The flower orna- 
ments of the women were a sight in themselves. 
And the scenery was lovely. There were pagodas and 
huge images as in Eangoon ; but all was embosomed 
in hills of the most romantic form and tender colour. 
For at Prome, as at other points of its long coume, 
the Irawadiinits windings forms a series of beautiful 
lakes, girt by mountains. 

To cheer further the hearts of the English leaders, 
there was good news from Eangoon. The Pegu 
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pooplo wove at lost beginning to tbink that they need 
no longov yield implicit obedience to the boycotting 
orders from Ava. 

There was at one Jimo a little fear that we mmht 

O 

have on the Tcnassei’im coast the same sort of trouble 
that -wo had Avith the Bimncse in Arakau. But it 
Avas explained that the Siamese bands AA’^hich sug- 
gested trouble had appeared by mistake. A change 
of rule at Bangkok, howoA’cr, put a stop for the time 
to the schemes of an alliance betu’cen the British 
imd the Siamese. Later on, a friendly mission from 
Calcutta AA'as 'avcII receiv’cd on the Mcnam, and 
honoured Avith much largesse of ‘sugar.* But only 
commercial relations Avere in question. It aa^s a fixed 
point in Lord Amherst’s policy to maintain a balance 
of poAver betAveen Siam and Burma. The disintegra- 
tion of the latter, ho clearly foresaAA', might make the 
neighbouring kingdom dangerously strong. 

It is noAV the turn of the Burmese to suffer prWa- 
tions. Lady Amhorot AA'rites in Juno, 1825 : — 

‘ Ueports from Ainarupui’a speak of a great dearth of 
provisions there, and iu all the towns in that part. True 
Iho report must he, for avo arc masters of the Iiwadi 
river which eonA'oycd all kinds of proA’isions from the 
provinoes to the capital. Surely hunger must bring these 
harbnrinuB to their senses ; but there seems no hope of this 
at present, as the Burmese Ministers arc fortifying their 
capital strongly, and erecting stockades to a considerable 
distance, and are determined to caiTy on the Avar at all 
risks. The cessation of the rains is anxiously looked for by 
Sir Archibald and his army, who ftro all in high health and 
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spirits at the prospect of meeting the enemy again and 
conquering his capital.’ 

‘June 6, iSeg. Despatches arrive from Sir Archibald 
Camphell of May 10. Heavy rains commenced a week 
hefoi-e, and he had been occupied in housing his troops in 
Prome. The natives were returning in vast numbers ; 5,000 
hoatfulls at one time came down the river to return to their 
homes from whence they had been driven by Prince Thara- 
wadi and Bandilla. The bazaars were beginning to be 
stocked, so much so, that Sir Archibald wishes no more 
provisions to be sent to his nrmj'. Slany of the chiefs had 
arrived with oiTers of service and to put themselves under 
British protection. One cliief brought nine elephants, with 
a promise of adding ten more. It is said that the king in 
despair has given himself up to perpetual intoxication.’ 

But as yet the King of Ava*hns not learnt the 
lesson of politic submission. An account, we read 
in the diary, has been received from Prome that 
a tributary province has been ordered to raise a 
body of troops to join the Burmese army which is 
now again collecting, to try its fortune against British 
arms. This was in fact one of the Shan states in the 
hiUy country to the east of Amarapura. 

The province — Lady Amherst explains — is governed 
by Shan princesses, who themselves command their 
troops, consisting of 1,500 men. The princesses ride 
on horsehack at the head of their armies. They give 
it out that they are enchantresses, gifted with the 
power of converting a cannon or musket ball into 
a drop of water at the moment it is fired from the 
mouth of the gun : this is implicitly believed by the 
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BuperstitiouH Burmese. ‘ These poor ignorant Bnnfs 
imist however lie catitioufl how they try their witch- 
craft against the British troops/ adds Lndy Amherst, 
rather grimly. 

On Septomher 9 despatches arc again received from 
Sir Archibald Camphell. 

‘ It being reported to him tlml a largo army Imd arrived 
about sixty miles from Promo commanded by tlio rpiccn's 
brother who is first minister at Amaiiipiira, be sent General 
Cotton in a steam vessel up tbo Irawadi, who rctnnied 
with tbo account that not less tlian 50,000 Btirmcso, nil 
armed with muskets, were assembled about sixty miles up 
tbo river. . . . Tliey bad fired from a battery of sixteen guns 
upon tbo steam vcsrol, but the width of the river and the 
gi'cnt distanco provenfed any mischief being done.’ 

At this time the anxioticB of the Vice-regal house- 
hold wore divided hotwcon the old trouble in Burma 
and the mischief that was brewing at Bhartpur. 

Sir Charles Metcalfe had no sooner started on the 
mission, which was the final effort of pacification in 
the Jfit State, than from the cast arrive the tidings of 
peace so ardently desired. Overtures for an under- 
standing had been received at Promo in answer to 
a letter which had been despatched by Sir Archibald 
Campbell to Amarfipura a few weeks before. Two 
commissioners wore sent by the British to negotiate. 

‘ They were received,' rays Lndy Amherst,' very courteously 
at first, and with great demonstrations of respect by some 
ebiofs of high rank belonging to tbo Burmese Court ; but 
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when they came to business they reverted to their \isunl 
insolence of language, saying that if the British wished for 
pence they might sue for it; and that the Bunnese might 
perhaps listen to them ns tributaries to the Golden Empire. 
The chiefs were stopped and told that this was not the 
language to bo used to a general at the head of a victorious 
army. Then in low voices the commissioners answered that 
this high language was meant for their own people ; wo must 
not regawl it They added that tho British fought liko 
lions, and when the battle was over showed no resent- 
ment. It was finally settled that Sir Archibald Campbell 
should meet tho King of Ava's Prime hlinister, and that an 
armistice should immediately be agreed upon for forty days 
from that time’ — that is to say from Sept. 17, 1S25, 

Tho Government at Calcutta was in gi-cat hopes 
that all was going to be satisfactorily settled, but 
they had not yet sounded tho depths of Burmese 
guile. 

The truth was that the Court of Ava had prepared 
a force of now materials which might easily have 
peiplcxed tho British generals. After the first sense 
of despair inspired by the downfall of Donaby' u, tho 
Shans were summoned to tho standard. No sharp 
geographical division can be drawn between . tho 
people of the plains and the people, whether they be 
called Shans or Karens, who belong by origin and in 
large part by residence to the wild hill tracts on tho 
east. Within the last few years we have found how 
much easier it is to subdue the races of the valley 
than to secure the good behaviour of the mountaineers, 
and in 1825 tho strong contingents of these tribu- 

H a 
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tories who flocked to Amarapura supplied the king 
with excellent fighting stuff. The system of bounty 
was substituted for conscription in the case of the 
Bunnese proper, with results that any students of 
human nature can divine. The main force, to which 
Lady Amherst refers in the entry we have quoted, was 
stationed about sixty miles up stream from Prome, 
under the command of a half-brother of the king. 
The rest were distributed to guard the approach to 
the capital. Another, large body was at Taung-ngu, 
a town to the east of Prome. To meet aJl contin- 
gencies, Sir Archibald Campbell had with him 3,300 
Europeans and rather a larger number of Sepoys. 

News of the result of the meeting was impatiently 
awaited at Government House. 

On October 30, 1835, despatches arrived from Sir 
Archibald Campbell. The meeting took place on 
October 3, in a large hut which had been prepared 
between the lines. 

‘ The Burmese chiefs were splendidly dressed. Sir Archi- 
bald opened the business with a brief and solemn speech, in 
the same style and spirit in which be had written to them. 
He proposed his teims of peace, which were to give them 
back Pegu, for which two crores of rupees would be espected, 
and to retain Arakan. After some consultation among them- 
selves, they said that when they made peace with the Chinese, 
neither money nor territory was asked. Sir Archibald told 
them that it was not a case in point, they had entirely 
annihilated the Chinese army, not a man having escaped, 
whereas now we are masters of the country with a victorious 
and increasing army, ready to march upon the capital if they 
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do not ncccdo to our terms. They replied that they must 
send to the king to consult him before they could consent to 
such humiliating terms. Sir Arcliibald replied that every- 
thing should he done in the quietest and gentlest manner ; hut 
that the terms must ho complied with, they all concurred in 
prolonging the armistice for thirty days, and agreed to meet 
again when they had consulted the Golden Monarch . . . The 
Burmese chiefs were invited to dinner next day, which invi- 
tation they jo3'ously accepted. They all drank wine and cheny 
brandy and were joj'ous hut not at all intoxicated, and the 
first Minister in taking leave laid Sir Archibald’s hand on his 
heart and assimcd him of his sincerity with tears rolling from 
his eyes.’ 

Lady Amherst gives the Inst touch to the comic 
grandeur of the scene by a quotation from tlic letter 
of an officer present. 

‘ Sir Archibald conducted the Keywonghco \ Their dress 
beggare all description : it ■was covei’cd wntli gold embroidery, 
of gi'een and purple velvet made up in fastastic shapes ; on 
their heads they wore a gilt bason with something like 
a steeple on the top of it, and bells and gold chains dangling 
all round the face, their ears wrapped up in solid gold cases. 
Their dress was made of pasteboard covered with velvet. The 
Keywonghce asked Sir Archibald if he had ever seen two 
such great men ns the Mayoon and himself. The General 
smiled, and smothering a laugh, said. Never.' 

The resources of Burmese effirontery were, however, 
not yet exhausted. 

‘ On the iptli of November despatches arrived in Calcutta 
from Prome. The day before the armistice on November i 


‘ Tho principal noble of the Council of State. 
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came a letter from the Keywonghee breaking up all tbe 
negotiations. The king's answer was, “Let the English 
generals empty their hands and return to their ships and 
trouble us no more. They are not sincere in supplicating for 
peace, and their petition is not heard." Sir Archibald imme- 
diately ordered his troops to prepare to march.’ 

On the aand another letter arrives from Sir 
Archibald. 

‘ Accounts from the capital say that the moment terms of 
peace were mentioned to the king his rage was unbounded ; 
that he ordered the wretched Minister who imparted them 
to him to have his mouth cut from ear to ear; that he shut 
himself up in his room for a week, and on coming out of it 
ordered the head of the Governor of Donabyd to be struck off. 
All the English aud Americans were again put into a dungeon, 
from whence they had been liberated for a short time.’ 

For it should be explained that besides some English 
soldiers and a surgeon captured in fight, some mis- 
sionaries who had been resident in the capital were 
detained as hostages. The Duchess in Alice was 
nothing to this magnificent monarch. 

‘ Ourtroops,’ Lady Amherst records on December 12, 1825, 
‘are reported to have received a check on the i6th. Four 
native regiments were sent to clear a jungle of a body of 
2,500 men; they found at least 12,000 armed with muskets 
and artillery, their Colonel was killed by the first shot, several 
other ofBcers wounded — a disastrous affair, but it had not 
damped the ardour of our troops,’ 

The check was soon to be atoned for. 

‘On the 30th of December arrived news of a decisive 
victory for the British close to Prome, a battle lasting three 
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days having been fought on botli sidus of the river. The 
enemy were driven from Iheir entrenchments^ which had 
Bccmed almost impregnablo. Tlio Koywonghce commanded 
the centre of their amij', consisting of 30,000 men, which was 
entrenched on the summit of a high hill. This very strong 
position was attacked by the flotilla under Sir James Brisbane. 
Our loss was comparatively small in privates, but six ofiiccrs 
were killed. Among the slain was found one of the Shaumese 
[Shan] enchantresses habited as a man. She was one of the 
three young princesses who governed the Sliaum [Shan] 
country. All tho letters dwell much on tho young enchan- 
tress. Another of these Indies was seen to fall, but she was 
immediately carried off the fleld by her own people.' 

Concerning this strange and painful incident, it is 
well to quote from tho narrative given by Major 
Trant in his delightful T<wo Tears in Ava, 

‘ Being habited (says another authority) in n black jacket 
and large straw hat, similar to tho men, her sex at first w'as 
not discovered, but when the soldiers asccrlnincd that they 
had unwittingly been tho cause of this pretty creature’s 
premature death, they immediately dug n grave and deposited 
her coipsc in it, -with many sincere though unpolished expres- 
sions of regret that such should have been her melancholy 
fate. It is customary among the Shuans that tlie wives of 
the Chobwahs [Tsabwns] should have e^ual authority with 
their husbands, Avhen taldng the field to encounter on enemy; 
and in this instance it would seem that tho confidence reposed 
in tho beauteous Amazon was not misplaced.’ 

Our victories bore good fruit, for we read on 
January ao, 1826 — 

‘At 12 o’clock last night arrived the steam YeBsalEntcrpriso 
from Rangoon. Captain Johnstone came up to Lord Amherst’s 
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door, lo ntiiiotincc tliiil 2>r<dinnniirlc3 of pence were nclunlly 
Rigned witli llio lJurmcfic. On arriving nf. Mnlown they found 
tito ])lftcc evacuated. Tlicy were met by the firnt Minister 
(the Keywonglicc) from Ava, to mic for pence. Tlic Bunnese 
gave up nit our conquents, or rattier acceded to our terms. 
. . . 'J'lio Rtcnmboat is returning to Jtangoon to fetch tlic 
treaty to Calcutta. Tliis joyful intelligence has been very 
ovcrjiowci’ing, and nn indcscrilKiblo load of anxiety is removed 
from Lord Amberst's mind. If Blmrtinir falls ns we expect, 
and our dear Jeff returns unluirt, our bappincss would be 
complete.' 

But Lord Ainhonst had from the first instructed 
the commander that incredulity was the proper spirit 
in which all overtures from Avn should bo received. 

‘ Till the rAtificatiou of the pence from Avn nn-ives,' Lady 
Amherst obsoms, ' n degree of uneasiness must exist.' 

On February 5 wo read : 

‘Jlr. IVilson ari’ivcd in the steam vessel from Bnngoon 
with the provohing and disappointing intelligence that tlio 
Burmese had again broken their faith and cvciy yiretcnsion 
to honour, and that hostilities had recommenced. After fifteen 
days’ nllownnco for the return of the ratification of the treaty 
Sir Archibald sent nn officer to ask why they did not perform 
their promise. TJioy could soo by the help of telescopies (hat 
they were fortifying themselves by strong stockades in Mnlown. 
The Kcyu’ongbce asked for seven days more. Sir Archibald 
said ho would give them until 1 2 o’clock that night to produce 
the ratification, if not ho should attack them. The night 
before was spent in pirepai’ation, and by daybreak the attack 
was made, and Malown carried by storm witli so very small 
a loss on our side, that it is scarcely credible, four Sepoys 
killed and fourteen officers and men wounded in all. The 
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enemy suffered severely by onr reelects. The leing’s brolbcr 
was killed by a shot from n musket; bis horse was taken, 
a fine charger covered with gold plates and jewels. The 
Kcywoughco escaped, ns did the other commissioner who 
asserted that the king had sent him to treat for pence. In his 
tent was found the treaty which had remained there ever since 
it was signed, and the whole has proved to bo a trick, and’ 
(ns the lady exclaims) ' the grossest violation of truth, honour, 
faith, and cvci'j'thing of the kind.' 

Under the circumstances this hai'sli judgement was 
only natural. Yet we know from independent sources 
that this unluclc3' envoy' was sincerely anxious for 
a settlement; that he positively declined to attack 
the British during the armistice, and that it was sheer 
terror of the king’s resentment that prevented him 
from making his sovereign fully acquainted with the 
situation of aflau’s. 

As the result of this engagement, booty of all sorts 
was seized. Sir Ai-chibald proceeded on his road to 
Ava, not expecting much more opposition. Burmese 
prisoners — Lady Amherst continues — say that no one 
dare speak to the king of peace, and that one of his 
Ministers having ventured to do so, the king threw 
a javelin at him and transfixed him. * It is from the 
mouths of our cannons,’ says Lady Amherst, * that the 
Golden Monarch must hear a few tamths.’ 

In the Keywonghee’s trunk at Malown were found 
several of the Rdj Garoo’s * letters, urging the Burmese 

* Tlio *RaJ Gnroo’ was tho Holy Man, luilf spy, half impostor, 
whoso call at Government House is pleasantly described elsowhei e 
in the diary (see page 64). 
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to prosecuto the wnr, saying that wo were exhausted 
in men and money. He recommended their armies 
never to iiazard a battle, hut to harass us by night in 
jungles, and swamps, and above all to interrupt our 
convoys. So tho nows continues changing from day 
to day ; we hear of tho steady advance of the English, 
tho shifty subterfuges of tho Burmese. Two of tho 
English prisoncra were sent back to treat wth Sir 
Archibald, who had now nearly doubled the terms he 
had originally, asked. 

While the prospect of an honourable peace in 
Burma grows more and more remote, Lord Amherst 
is harassed by news from England of his intended 
I'ccall. Happily tho demonstrations of local respect 
were more than a solace for tho passing displeasure 
of the home authorities. 

Wc arc now in Apidl, j 826. On the 5th, just ns 
Lord and Lady Amhcrat were starting for their early 
ride in the cool morning, a messenger hurried up -with 
tho nows that tho Enterprise had anchored above Ked- 
geree. Before seven o’clock the letter arrived bringing 
tho joyful intelligence of peace. It had been signed at 
a place only four marches from the capital of Burma. 
The faithful missionaries who had returned to the long, 
as they promised to do, now brought the treaty signed 
by him, and twenty-five lacs of rupees besides. 

The Conquering Hero was, in fact, almost the 
herald of his own triumph. ‘Before ten o’clock,’ 
says Lady Amherst, ‘Sir Archibald, Mr. Kobertson, 
and Mr. Mangles arrived at Barraokpur ; the joy on 
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all sides is more easily imagined ilian described. 
Tlio troops Avere reluming, only a certain number 
remained until the rest of the tribute was paid, and 
some rogimontsS Avero left to guard the ceded pro- 
A-inces.* ^Vhen one reflects on all the anxiety and 
the inany diflicuUies Ibrougb which the English had 
struggled for the last tAvonty«four months, one cannot 
Avondcr at the note of triumph which is struck in 
these records. It is almost a psalm. ‘Tlio Golden 
Monarch’s in.S'olcncc and pride ’ arc noAV humbled. 

Honour to the A-ictorsI There is a banquet at 
GoA-ennnent House. There are illuminations present 
and to come. Proclamations, minutes, compliments, 
and guns are being fired off in CA’cry direction. There 
is of course curiosity to hear all about the Burmese. 
The accounts giA-en describe a shroAvd and clever 
people. Even noAv they tried to take advantage of 
us ; some of the bam of gold being merely gilt copper, 
and some of the pi-icclcss jewels proving to be coloured , 
glass only. 

Among Ladj’’ Amherst’s anecdotes of tho Burmese, 
there is one told her by Dr. Price, the American mis- 
sionary, who had asked the King of Ava to grant him 
a great favour — ^permission to preach his doctrines and 
to convert tho king’s subjects to them. Tho king told 
Dr. Price he granted this request, and he might preach 
his religion; but Avhenover his subjects Avero con- 
verted by it, he should cut off their heads, and send 
them at once into the Paradise of which t’- ' ‘''^tor 

had told them. 
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Even during tlie time of Lady Amherst’s great 
bereavement scraps of news from the scene of the 
long anxiety continue to be inscribed on the pages of 
the diary — ^the light epilogues of the engrossing 
drama. 

The altar of the Great Pagoda had been returned 
by Lady Amherst to the Burmese chiefs at Rangoon, 
whose letter in recognition is as follows : — 

* The great Lady of Bengal has graciously sent hack the 
glass altar, the sacred Kyang and the image of Duty which 
had miraculously travelled to Bengal. They ax'e deposited in 
the great Temple and are daily worshipped.’ 

It remains only to supplement in a few details 
the narrative of military and political events drawn 
from Lady Amherst’s passing notes. A reference 
must suffice to the collateral operations conducted 
on the river Sit-taung, with a view to dislodging the 
Burmese force from Taung-ngu. As in other cases, an 
initial reverse was followed by a hardly won success. 

The fortunes of the main column concern us 
chiefly. By the time the army had reached Pagan, 
one of the - ancient capitals of Burma, the ruins of 
which still attest its former greatness and the tran- 
sitory nature of Burmese magnificence, there is a most 
gratifying proof that the people recognized us as 
masters of the country. In long processions of boats 
on the river, and in streaming crowds on the shore, 
they were seen returning to the flimsy homes from 
which the edict of the Palace had banished them. 

Tandabu I’emains famous in history as the village 
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where the treaty was at last, on February 24, .1826, 
concluded. Even the king, tardily converted to a 
sense of the realities of his position, gratefully acknow- 
ledged his friend Sii' Archibald’s ‘magnanimity.’ 
Assam, Arakan, and the coast of Tenasserim, were 
ceded in perpetuity, and he agreed to abstain from all 
interference in Manipur, in Cachar, and the adjacent 
hill-state of Jaintia. He pledged himself to receive a 
Besident at his capital, and to enter into negotiations 
for the conclusion of a commercial treaty; as an 
indemnity he undertook to pay a crore of rupees, 
about 1,000,000 sterling, in four instalments. 

A portion of the British force withdrew through 
the mountains to Arakan. It was satisfactory of 
course to find that a feat which had been consi- 
dered impracticable could after all be performed ; but 
there was mortification in the thought that if only 
the route taken (that by tho Aeng Pass) had been 
known before, General Morrison and his army might 
have wintered in Ava instead of ‘perishing in the 
marshes of Arakan.’ 

Rangoon was held by a British garrison till the 
second instalment of the indemnity was paid. Then, 
at the close of 1826, they were transferred to Maul- 
main, at that time a mere cluster of huts ; but soon to 
become one of the most fiourishing, and, as many 
competent judges hold, the most beautiful ports in 
the East. 

Although the submission of the Court of Ava was 
at the moment complete, there was a speedy rev’-''*'.! 
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of tho old insolent airs. Tho Envoy despatched to 
arrange tho commercial treaty was superciliously 
treated, and tho concessions made ■were inadequate. 
But only a very grave provocation would have 
tempted tho Government of India to incur tho pains 
and risks of another rupture. Tho king on his part — 
thougli loft in possession of domains ns wide ns those 
of inonarchs who ruled in tho palmy days of tho 
kingdom — sulked and fretted. Four j'cars elapsed 
before a British Eesident was appointed to tho 
capital. 

In tho light of experience tho policy of tho Burmese 
war needs no justification. Arakan and Tonassorim 
in due course became valuable possessions. Arakan is 
one of tho gi cat rice-fields of tho world. Tho superb 
timber forests of Tonassorim were especially a gain. 
Assam, although at &'st wo took possession only of 
tho lower part of tho valley, was destined to become 
more than tho rival of China in tho production of its 
tea. Development was not immediate ; for tho 
heaven-sent administrator is not always found at 
once. Assam and Arakan were placed under the 
government of Bengal ; Tonasserim under that of 
Madras. Tho town of Amherst on tho Tenassorim 
commemorates the connexion of tho Governor- 
General with tho conquest. It was intended to servo 
as a sanatorium, but disappointed hope in this respect. 

It was as a first step which led of necessity to tho 
complete absorption of Burma in tho Empire, that 
Lord Amherst’s policy became a landmark in history! 
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Yet we must not blatno those who felt too acutely 
the rlistvcsscs of theiv own time, to bo capable of 
tlivining the future. The war was contlemnccl at 
homo simply because the early stages were gloomy 
and almost calamitous. As in the Zulu wai’, the 
occasion appeared to those at a distance to bo too 
trivial to justify the stupendous sacrifices. Not that 
the Directors were moved by any spirit of humani- 
tarianism. Tlie treasury they considered was ex- 
hausted bj' the struggle within the limits of India 
proper, and it seemed sheer madness to court further 
outlay in adventures in the barbarous borderlands. 
Lord Amhei-st judged more wisely. He saw that if 
the aggressions of the Bunneso wore not sternly 
repressed they would bo extended indefinitely; and 
that the good work done by Lord Hastings and Lord 
Wellesley for the prestige of the Company in India, 
would bo i-cndercd unavailing if the native princes 
saw that wo complacently put up with insult from 
a barbarous neighbour on the eastern frontier. Criti- 
cism may fasten more plausibly upon the conduct of 
the campaign ; but criticism has an advantage denied 
to statesmanship, that of learning wisdom after the 
event. 



CHAPTER Vn 


The Captdee op Bhartpub 

We have described in Chapter 11 the state of 
things which the conclusion of the operations against 
the predatory powers had left to the successor of 
Lord Hastings. Even had it been possible to reserve 
all the resources of the Government for the necessary 
organization of reform in police, in civil justice, in 
revenue settlement, for patient effort to remove by 
wise and kind administration in the several districts 
the painful impressions left by the earlier blunders, 
the task would have been one of extreme difficulty. 
One result of the effacement of the Findai’is, as 
a political force, was to scatter the members of these 
armed hands to their homes or haunts in the new 
provinces and even in the old. Thus the materials 
for mischief were diffused everywhere. The strain 
put upon the authorities by the Burmese War crippled 
them in the arrangements of internal order and 
content: while the first failures on the Chittagong 
frontier and at Rangoon, magnified as they were by 
bazaar rumour, gave heart to every scoundrel in the 
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villages under our own rule and every ill wisher in 
the Courts of the native princes. 

A fakir at Bhaduur notified that on a certain day 
the god Kalld would bo incarnate in him as the last of 
the Hindu Avatiirs. Among a people w'ho are always 
ready for signs and wonders, and to whom such an 
occurrence appeared quite in accordance with the 
order of the universe, the announcement caused 
excitement i-athcr than incredulity. It was a case, 
according to English notions, for police interference, 
and accordingly the divine mortal was aiTcstcd. But 
a great band of fanatics assembled to rescue him. 
Happily thoMahfirAjd of Patidla — a house distinguished 
by its loyalty to the British — sent a party of horse 
which dispersed the mob'; and so there was an end 
of the quasi-religious ti'ouble. 

Brigandage was more serious. Close to our station 
at Saharanpur a bravo ehief established himself in 
the mud fort at Kanjawa. The local oBicors were 
men of courage and intelligence and with the aid 
of some Gfirkhas — a race which akeady was yield- 
ing us some of dur best native soldiery — captured 
the robber stronghold, 150 of the defenders being 
killed. 

These are illustrations of the various forms of 
imrest which showed themselves in the as yet 
imperfectly tamed borderland to the west of Delhi, 
the ‘ protected Sikh provinces,’ to use the phrase of 
the day — in Bundelkhond, in Mdlwd, in the jungle 
territories round the famous Ash-garb, among the 

I 
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Bhils, among the Kolia — ono of tho wild tribes of 
Gujavftfc. Tho area of these disturbances — several of 
which necessitated a considerable military preparation 
on tho side of tho IBritish authoi'itics — ^was roughly 
conterminous with tho old raiding grounds of the 
Marfithfi and tho Pindfiri. The cold weather tourist 
of the present daj', who wishes to have some little 
variation from tho enlightened sentiments of the 
EngHsh-spcalcing natives whom ho meets in tho large 
towns, may bo advised to visit some of these hunting- 
grounds' of the outlaws. He will find superb scenery 
— if primitive jungle and rock fastnesses bo to his 
taste — and in tho stories told by the sparse jungle 
folk, ho will discover that romance dies hard in India. 

At Kittur, in tho South Morrithd country, there 
was, in October 1824, an episode of a serious and 
melancholy character. Tho petty chief of the place 
had died, leaving no son to succeed. Some of the 
hangers on of the little Darb&r wore anxious to keep 
the property in hands that suited their own interests. 
They accordingly persuaded the widow to adopt an 
heir, on behalf of her dead husband. The validity 
of the adoption was not recognized by the collector of 
the district. The Government of Bombay instructed 
him to hold an inquiry and meanwhile to assume 
charge of the territory and the treasure. For some 
time things went well ; but one morning admittance 
to the fort was refused to the English officials. They 
tried to force the gate, and in the •nxilee, Mr. Thackeray 
and the officers who commanded the escort were 
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ijjlK'ii. Unppily tiu' cnjittv^ion oC iy!>ir.tanr<j «li<l not 
r.jiri'a«l (o iifiyhbourinjj dnof^; niul the apja-nr- 

nncc of n Ptnmf; r»ritish forc«‘ l*c*foro tljo walls sfcnroil 
tho pun-c>n«ltr of tho rin."li'atU-rt<. 

Th«’ following year then' was nnothor affair of 
nnich the same tlrscriplion in a nciirljhouring tcr- 
ritoiy. 

In annthi-r state of tin* Wr; l« ni Dcccivn. of which 
the later princes haw hocn <H:-ttjigui'>h«*(l l»y cnlii^ht- 
<nc<l loyalty to tlu* Iiriti“h c.niwti, thoro wen* htr 
a time a series of tronhhs which ill«!'trat<‘ the ciifii- 
culiies atteijilant on the iii>t eiforl at atithnritalivo 
pacification after the long C(*j»fiision. The young 
IWjii of Kolhiipur. prouil of his ilC'Ct-nt from Sivnji, 
r<'fu’'C<l to a<lnpl hitnself to the altensl onler of things. 
His qtiarrc'l however was with Marfithfi rivals, not 
with the paramount power. He claitnefi ujjiler n grant 
frc'jn the IVshwfi a fii'-l riel which ha<l hc^n for some 
time in the p(tf!e,''Sion of Simlhia’a hrolhcr-in*law. 
The Ciovemmenl of P.omhay loohcl qtiictly on whilst 
Sindhia ]^roleste<l with panlonahle warmth that he 
was not permit k’<l to vimlicalc the outraged rights of 
his redalive hy force. The imfi of Kolhfipur, however, 
uliimak-ly forced the hand of the rcluckint Govern- 
ment. Mainkiining a large and well-disciplined force, 
ho revived within hi*? local limits the terrors of the 
predator^' Hy.stem. Tlic doom ho provoked dc.scendo<l 
in A liritish force occupied hi.s forts, he waa 

compelled to rc.sk)re the lands he had plinidorcd, to 
receive British garrisons, to see his powers of rule 
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seriously restricted, and, hardest lot of all 1 to promise 
good behaviour in future. Tho odd thing is that on 
tho whole ho kept his word. 

Wo pass to a region very different both othno- 
grnphically and geographically. Sorao ' chiefs who 
had hcen banished from Cutch found refuge in 
Sind, then, as twenty years later, ruled by the 
Amirs. These princes were not sorry to have an 
opportunity of woirying tho British in their efforts 
to obtain order in Cutch. They gave assistance to 
tho fugitives in raising a force of Mianis. At tho 
head of these wild warriors of tho desert tho exiles 
marched back announcing with commendable bresaty 
tho object of their enterprise. ‘ Wc are Girasias,’ ran 
theii' epistle to tho llesident, ‘ if you agree to restore 
Edo Bhannal Ji to tho throne, 3 'ou may command us.’ 
The invasion at fii'st was a complete success, but tho 
spirit with which tho British troops despatched from 
the Kcsidenc}’’ at Bhuj dislodged tho insurgents from 
tho stronghold thoj' had captured was caught by tho 
native soldiers of tho regency. Tho invaders Averc 
tinall}' expelled and had to make their way as best 
they could across tho Eann to tho more hospitable 
shores of Sind. But it was found necessary to 
maintain a much stronger garrison in Cuteh as a 
precaution against tho oatJ designs of the Amirs. 

Wo come now to tho far more formidable complica- 
tions on the North-Western frontier, Avhere the 
rumoured distresses of tho government in Bunna, 
and the confident antiripation of the immediate 
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downfall of tlio upstart Britisli Edj, had led to active 
communication between the three disaffected States 
of Alwar (or Machcri, as it was the custom to call it 
then), Jaipur, and Bhartpur. The JAts, as a caste 
or rather tribe, arc well known throughout many of 
the western districts of the present North-West 
Provinces as singularlj' industrious agriculturists, hut 
at Bhartpur the Jdt house ruled in sovereign state, and 
held itself no whit the inferior of the Rajput chivalry. 
The prince of the day had, with characteristic shrewd- 
ness, recognized the ^visdom of making terms with 
the English after the overthrow of the MarJithSs and 
the PindArls. It was at the instance of Riija Baldeo 
Singh that Sii' Da^dd Oditerlony, as Political Agent 
at Delhi, had presented to his young son Balwant 
Singh, a Khilat, that is to say, a ceremonial dress, 
the presentation of which hj^ a political superior is, 
by the immemorial usage of India, generally under- 
stood to be a recognition of the right to succeed. 
Early in 1825, a year after the investiture, lUlja 
Baldeo Sing died while on pilgrimage to the holy 
town of Gohardhdn, near Muttra on the Jumna, not 
very far from Bhartpur, The little lad, whom the 
careful father was so anxious to secure against possible 
intrigue, was not then six years old. At first there 
was no sign of opposition to his succession, under 
the tutelage of his maternal uncle. Only a few weeks, 
however, had passed when Ddijan Sdl, the son of 
the younger brother of the late prince, gained the 
adhesion of the army of the State, attacked the 
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citadel, and killed the regent. Ho then proclaimed 
himself ruler in his room. 

Lady Amherst gives the Secretariat version of the 
affair in her diary. 

‘ Sir Dnvid Ocliterlony collected nil the troops in the 
neighboui'liood nnd issued n proclnnintion in 'which he sadly 
compromised Iho Government, and begun putting his troops 
in order, to advance to the hitherto impregnable fortress of 
Bhartpur. These measures met with the unanimous dis- 
approbation of the Government, who ordered him to recall 
his proclamation nnd stop the advance of troops.’ 

It is possible to concur in the view taken by Lord 
Amherst and his advisers, and yet S3'mpathize with 
the spirit shewm by the gallant veteran who repre- 
sented the British name and British honour at Delhi. 
He addressed a proclamation to the people at Bbart- 
pur, commanding them not to yield allegiance to 
the usurper, nnd he promised that a British force 
would forthwith secure respect for the rights of the 
lawful sovereign. He was as good as his word, and 
made immediate preparations to collect an expedi- 
tionary force at Muttra, which, it has been explained, 
lies on the confines of Bhariipur. It may plausibly 
be argued that to this prompt display of energy the 
comparative moderation of the usurper was due. The 
young Efijd was in his custody, but his life was 
spared, and Dfirjan Sal professed that he desired to 
act only as regent during his minority. To some 
extent the soundness of Sir David Oohteriony’s policy 
was admitted by the subsequent issue of instructions 
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from Calcutta, to use his discretion in keeping to- 
gether a part of the force as a check upon any 
outrages that might be attempted on the frontier 
by the followci's of Durjan Sill. The old soldier- 
diplomatist felt veiy kcenlj' that ho had pledged the 
Government to maintain the succession when he 
presented the Khilat, though no doubt the act was 
susceptible also of the construction put upon it bj*^ 
some of the Members of Council at Calcutta, namely, 
that it was a pure compliment and did not bind the 
Company to intervention. 

Lord Lake, it will be remembered, bad not reduced 
the fortress, and it was natural to infer from the 
failure of so great a general that the defences were 
all but impregnable. In addition, there were always 
ringing in the ears of Lord Amherst and liis advisers 
the regrets and the rebukes of the Dnectors, while 
the condition of affairs in Burma ^vas grave enough 
to curb the ardour of the most militant of statesmen. 

How far chagrin and a sentiment of wounded 
honour may have hastened the close of Sir David 
Ochterlony’s long and splendid service, we do not 
know, but at any rate death came to release him 
from his sorrows. 

A column at Calcutta commemorates the high 
respect in which he was held, and even to this day 
the reputation he won for generosity and goodness 
during his fifty years of Indian work remains fresh 
in the minds of many as his best moniiment. 

Sir David Ochterlony died in Julj’-, 1835, but in 
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ilidit n-i immtnoiint. {niw«r, l*» int'-rfi ri-/ Anlhnrtty 
\vn.'< r.»Y<»r<H!ij'Iy r.)nv»'y« t| tn M* tralfc fn tnrJntain 
fh'* s.ncr.' -.(inn of Ihi* ‘ riy'ntiul |j<-ir l>y '.tulation 
nnd re lort to inc.YiUrn »if for<v/ 

In •I'xjwj'iliilr.tidu' with imtivt* {>rinr»'H, M'tcalfr 
vrfta ftn r.d‘-jii, Ili'i ndiuirliitr fri'-nd, th*.* C!ii‘ f S*'cr*.'- 
tnry Swinlon, wrih-.t to him frotn OJcnttn, * Von 
hnow j!jv j'fMtiiiU’nl.'t n<i to V4»«r v.’tiV4if doiitt' hti-in*.':' > 
with imtiw I’«xir Dnrjnti SA! Iin.^ catj^ht 

ft tartar itJ yoii, nnd hnow.-t it, I tlr.n.'. ay.’ 

If jiuor Durjr.n ktifw it, ho hb own j^ocrct. 
Ho wna ft woak crcnttiro, hut !m«l • noiiyh ohilinncy 
to tton'c tho i)ur{iO'!i> of a atront: man. It wns ffooji 
plain that Lonl Cojnl>*,'rnu-r\', who had moanwliilo 
heon ontruHtod with tho duty of jidlitary propamtion, 
wotdd have to solve th»' proMom. Nor rvas tho 
foolin'', oilhor in camp or in (?i>uncil, altogolhor om* 
of rop-ot, that mat torn wore to ho piiMhod to oxtromes. 
Tho cxbtonco of tho * imprc^nahlo ' fortress was ro- 
oarded as u ]»orinftnont dotianco to Hritish supremacy, 
and wfts supposed to have a disturhing etfect on the 
native imagination. On Dcccmhcr 6 Sir Charles 
'Metcalfe joined tho Comntftndcr-in-Chiof at Muttra, 
wheiH! his hcndcpiartcrs were, and exercised the 
authority ve.stcd in him to set tho army in motion. 

M’o have now to retuni to Calcutta, where tho 
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contoinplated operations liad added family solicitude 
to the Governor-Generars cares. His son and heir 
Jeff had proved himself an admii-able secretary, and 
a most popular member of the household at Govern- 
ment House. Concerning him we have this touching 
entry in Lady Amherst’s diary dated September 30, 
18-25 

‘ This day has been a gloomy and heavy 0110 to me. My 
dear son Jeff announced to me his anxious wish to join his 
regiment, in case the siege of Bhartpur is resolved upon; 
and that his fatlicr had consented to his plan, though so 
painful to his feelings, and so inconvenient to him to lose at 
such a moment the services of so conRdential and trust- 
worthy a militaiy secretary. As to m5*Eclf I am torn with 
the anguish of two feelings of an opposite nature, my 
maternal feelings for my son (in mo greatly too poignant for 
my comfort) and the conviction, on the other hand, that he is 
doing his duty and evincing a spirit and courage worthy of 
his family.’ 

The sense of patriotic feeling triumphed ; and by 
December 10 Captain Amherst was with the besieg- 
ing force. Lord Combermere’s army had advanced 
in two divisions ; the first from Agra on Dec. 7, the 
second from Muttra on the following day. Thej’- 
consisted altogether of about 21,000 men, chiefly 
Sepoys. The garrison, which was made up of Rdj- 
puts and Jdts with a sprinkling of Afghans, was 
somewhat inferior in numbers, but they occupied 
a position in which it seemed the merest handful 
could bid defiance to thousands. There was a grim 
picturesqueness about the vast mass rising from the 
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plain, which the eyes of the young soldier surveyed 
with anxious interest. The high and massive mounds 
of clay which formed the defences had been hardened 
by the fierce sunshine into the firmness of brick, 
while the toughness of the material appeared to he 
unafiected by the most powerful cannonade. The 
strength of the position may well have inspired the 
defenders with confidence. ‘For more than twenty 
years,’ remarks Sir John Kayo, it ‘had seemed to 
snort defiance at the victorious Feringhees.’ If the 
British had not attacked it before, it was not for want 
of provocation. Their forbearance, which was known 
to be based upon reluctance to face the necessary 
sacrifices, had, of course, ministered to the pride of 
the possessors. 

‘ The walls were decorated ■with satirical pictures of defeats, 
real or imaginary, of British armies. An old native, -who in 
1805 had looked down from the ramparts upon the Company’s 
troops as they marched in the plain, says that they looked 
like two marriage processions.’ 

It was therefore wisely determined that since the 
time had come for making the supreme efibrt, it 
should not fail for want of preparation. The flower 
of our army was in the field, and it is no exaggera- 
tion to say that events were watched in many a native 
court as marking the crisis of our rule. It is just to 
the memory of Ochterlony to say that he based his 
plan for an immediate attack "with a comparatively 
weak force upon what appeared to him to be accurate 
infoimation, that important breaches in the walls had 
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not been, and could not w’itbin the available time be, 
repaired. Besides Captain JefF, thoro was another 
volunteer in camp. Sir Chaides Metcalfe, with cha- 
racteristic energy, throw himself into the study of 
militaiy operations, and probabl}' before the assault 
was delivered Imow vastly more about the art of be- 
sieging foitilied places than some of the accomplished 
soldiere on the staff. Yet even his stout spirit sank 
within him when ho contemplated the nature of the 
task. Lord Combermcre, however, by a happy 
mixture of boldness and sagacity, refuted the fore- 
bodings. A Jhil or lake, from which the water for 
the ditches round the fortress was to bo drawn, was 
captured before the gawison had time to cut the 
sluices. The exterior of the defences was about fivo 
miles in circumference. A regular investment was 
therefore out of the question; but a number of 
important positions round the fortress were success- 
fully occupied. To add to the difficulty of approach 
there was outside the walls a huge glacis, round the 
greater part of which again was a fringe of forest, which 
the Xtiljfis of Bhartpur had retained, after the manner 
of native princes, as a hunting-ground. Within the 
walls was tho town and the citadel which dominated 
all, and was itself defended by a separate system of 
works. For a Httlo while tho besiegers were suffi- 
eiently occupied in repelling sorties and preventing 
the entry of reinforcements. But on December 23, 
1825, two definite positions were taken up for tho 
attack. Tho batteries from these opened fire on the 
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24Ui, irctujlu'ii were pUHlied forward, uiid further 
hattorifs cotistruclcd in ndvnnco, Tlic rain of shot 
and aholl waa kept up on tho hnalions and the tower, 
and on tho last daj* of tho year tho trenches had 
I'cachod tho conn tor-scarp, ajul everything was ready 
for undorinining. Jiining, in fact, was tho only mode 
hy which any practicable breach could bo efleclcd in 
tho inassivo defences. Tho enemy tried to counler- 
Tiiino, with results that might have been serious had 
the assault been delaj'cd. A portion of the works, 
famous in tho annals of tho siego ns tho Long Necked 
llastion, was the .scene of Ibo first greatly succe.ssful 
oxplo.sion. This was on January j 6, 1826, and two 
day.s after tho explosion of another great mine was 
tho signal for tho nssatilt. 

* Our first ininc.s’ mys Sir Clmrlw Jirdcalfo, ‘ were bungling 
ones, hut the latter were very grand. That to (he right did 
n great deal of iniscliiof to ourselves, for the people nssemhied 
in (ho (rciichos were (00 near, and tho explosion of the mine 
look ofioct outwnnls. It was a gi-and sight, and was 
innncdiatcly followed hy that of the ndvnnco of the stonning 
columns up tho two giund breaches; that on the left 
advanced first, on tho signal of the explosion of the mine, 
and that on the right immediately afterwards. Both monnted 
the brcnchcB steadily, and ns quickly ns tho loose earth and 
steepness of tho ascent would admit, and attained tho summit 
without opposition. It was a most animating spectacle. 

I had posted myself where I saw tho whole perfectly. Tho 
instant before I had soparated myself from the Commandcr- 
in-Chief, because in tho position which he had taken to the 
right of tho angle of tho fort ono could not see the left 
column, and went to a b.'ittei'y which gave a view of both 
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breaches, and the angle where the mine was to he sprung. 
I congratulate myself on having done so, for many about the 
Commander-in-Chief were killed or bruised by the explosion 
of our mine, and his own escape was surprising.’ 

In this passage Sir Charles Metcalfe has modestly 
veiled his ovnx share in the fighting. When he joined 
the camp, there was the inevitable grumbling amongst 
the dashing sabreurs at the presence of a mere 
political. But after the great day the civilian was 
hailed as a trusty and gallant comrade in arms. 
The rest of the story may be briefly summarized in 
Sir Charles Metcalfe’s words: ‘The other forts of 
the country are falling without opposition; I trust 
that the effect will be good everywhere.’ 

We may now go back a little, and view events 
with Captain Amherst’s eyes. 

On January 7 he writes from Bhartpur to his mother 
that an English artilleryman, a sergeant, having been 
tried for misconduct, was reduced to be a corporal. 

‘This disgrace to the name of an Englishman deserted 
that night, and was seen in bis regimentals upon the battle- 
ments pointing the enemy’s guns. Lord Combermere was in 
the habit of breakfasting in the trenches ; to this immediate 
spot did the traitor direct the gun, which wounded a Kitmagar 
behind Lord Combermere’s chair.’ 

Of the final assault Captain Amherst gives a picture, 
vivid in its simplicity. The great mud walls were 
blown up, and the English entered the town by the 
breaches. 25,000 lbs. weight of gunpowder had been 
put into a large mine, forty-eight yards long, under 
the wall. All the population, troops, &c., who had 
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crowded to the parajict whore the great mine 
exploded, wore thrown to n groat height in the air 
and Idown to atoms, 

‘Iso words caa dcrcrihc Uio (rctncndoiin iccnc of noire and 
conrtUfioii. TIio (own appeared one mass of dust from (lie 
mud wallfi and riitioko j tho iliouts of (ho Iwticgcrs in triumph 
and tho erica of the poor riuffcrcK were heard many miles 
dislnnt. Tlic cfTcct of tho mines was iwrfccf.’ 

On the aJith further letters were received at Cal- 
cutta, describing tho elonning. 

‘Of course,* rays Lady Amherst, ‘Jeff was close (o General 
Nicolls, who was foremost to mount the breach, and was for 
three hours in the thiclccst of tho enemy’s fire. They 
defended thcmsclvca obElinalcly and bravely ; not one innu of 
tliom was left alive, all refused quarter. Lord Combcrmcrc 
soys tliat 5,000 dead were counted after they got possession 
of the town, Iwsidcs those destroyed by* our sbclls and mines. 
When the English advanced towards the citadel they saw no 
appearance of resistance. A Vnhcol (native agent) came out to 
them to inform otu* commanders that not a warrior was left 
alive. In the citadel was found underground the young 
llaju and the Ihinf, his mother. Durjan Sfd and bis wife 
and two sons were taken prisonci's in tho act of escaping on 
horseback with what money and jewels they could collect.’ 

Wo find a later entry, describing bow trophies 
began to arrive in Calcutta — three bunting * tygera ’ 
among them belonging to Duijan Sfil; also letters 
■wbicb bad been seized in Bbartpur, urging tbo 
neighbouring Bajds to revolt. ‘ I will sbako off" tbo 
little man wdio rides upon my neck,’ says one of 
tbe letters (tho little man being the Resident). The 
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Begam Sainru \vitnessed the storming of the city 
from the top of a turret in her own garden. 

‘ The conviction of the impregnability of Bhartpnr ’ (we 
are again quoting from the diary) ‘ was held far and wide, and 
even in Calcutta was so rooted in the minds of its principal 
native inhabitants as to render them incredulous for a time 
to the account of its fall. It formed a kind of jpoini d’ajjpui 
for the hopes of all who were hostile to British rale.’ 

At a later date, February 14, comes another in- 
teresting detail. 

‘ An officer just arrived from Bhartpur tells us that after 
the capture of the place a mine, quite complete and ready 
to spring, was discovered just under the spot where Lord 
Combermere and his generals had been in the habit of 
assembling daily. Had the siege lasted a few hours longer 
every preparation for firing it would have been complete.' 

And so, to conclude the story of the famous siege, 
as told from the domestic point of view. - 

February 6, 1826. In the midst of gloom and disappoint- 
ment into which the above mentioned circumstances (the dis- 
appointment of the hopes of peace in Burma) had .pluuged 
Lord Amherst and us all, arrived our beloved Jeff from 
Bhartpur in high health and spirits, having travelled ten 
days and nights without stopping. The excessive joy of 
seeing once more this dear son, so many weeks the object of 
such intense anxiety, has made us forget all the disappoint- 
ment from Burmese treachery.’ 

It remains only to chronicle the fate of Dfiqan S^l 
and the Bhartpur State. Dfiijan Sdl was sent as 
a state prisoner to AUahabM, and on Jan. ao, i8a6, 

K 
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Lord Combormore and Sir Charles Metcalfe held 
a Darbfir in the citadel and placed the young Kdjd 
on the Musnad. The widow of Kdjfi Baldeo Singh 
was appointed his personal guardian; a British 
Kesident was appointed to control the management 
of affairs through two noblemen who were favourites 
of the late B.djfi. So thoroughly hated, however, were 
these magnates, that when they paid a ceremonial 
visit to the camp, they were with difficulty protected 
by our soldiers from the murderous violence of the 
mob. The fortifications which had so long been the 
despair of our strategists and hope, of our enemies 
were dismantled. 

The army was now set free to restore order in the 
State of Alwar. The story is long and hardly worth 
the telling. A competition for the succession between 
two minors had been settled some years before by an 
arrangement, that one should be the titular and 
that the administration should be exercised by the 
other under the guardianship of a Chief of a neigh- 
bouring principality. In 1834 the titular E^jd took 
possession by force of the real power, while an at- 
tempt was made to murder the said Chief. The crime 
was not directly traceable to the Edjd, but when he 
was called upon to surrender the assassin, he failed to 
do so, and showed him many marks of honour. This 
recalcitrance was due to a close understanding with 
the malcontents in Bhartpur, but so wholesome was 
the effect of the fall of that stronghold, that on the 
approach of the victorious army the Alwar Edja 
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hastened to make his submission. He was compelled 
to set his rival at libeity and to restore to him much 
land and treasure. The contrition of the how- 
ever, was short lived. It is a suggestive illustration 
of the prestige which now attached to the British 
power, that he was brought to a better frame of mind 
by the simple process of forbidding him to pay his 
respects to the Governor-General, and by the with- 
drawal of the privilege of corresponding directly with - 
the Government of India. 


K 2 



CHAPTER Vin 


The Mutiny at BAnnACKPun 

One of tlic anddcsfc episodes of Lord Amherst’s 
ndministrntion wns the Mutiny at BaiTackpur. It 
holongs in part to the history of the Burma campaign, 
hut ns a s3’mptom and a cause it may he more appro- 
prialolj' treated ns nn event of domestic import. Wo 
have seen -what a strain had been placed upon the 
resources of the Government towards the end of 1824 
hy the necessity of assembling an adequate force for 
expelling the Burmese from Arakan. To meet the 
difficulties of transport there had been an extraordi- 
nai^’’ demand for beasts of burden in Lower Bengal. 
According to the ordinary terms of service the Sepoys 
were bound to provide carriage for their personal 
baggage. An indispensable part of this was the col- 
lection of cooking utensils, since the usage of caste 
compelled each man to take his own set. Under 
normal conditions it would have been a simple matter 
to hire cattle; but the requirements of the Govern- 
ment had swept the country of most of the available 
beasts, and for those offered for hire a payment was 
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deinnmlcrl (juilc beyond the means of the native 
soldier. So that there was ahsolulo sincerity in the 
complaint of the men that they ■were not in a position 
to mai'ch. To take them hy sea was, of course, 
impossible, since caste scruples again stood inexorably 
in the way. Kut there was reluctance to start on 
other grounds as well. The innate horror with which 
the Indian fighting man regards warfare beyond the 
familiar bounds of Hindustrm or the Deccan was 
immensely increased by the stories, true and false, 
that were current of our mishaps. The defeat atllamfi 
was magnified into a disastrous portent of the collapse 
of our power, and there was a superstitious belief in 
the magical prowess and invulnerability of the enemy. 
IS’ay, the very indulgence with which the llcngal 
soldiers had been treated, and their pride in the 
successes that had been achieved in the campaigns 
against Pindfiris and Marfithfis, had bred a spirit of 
insubordination. To crown the danger of the situa- 
tion some recent measures of reorganization had 
broken xip the old regimental system. The battalions 
were placed under oflicers who were strangers to the 
men, and Avero cut away from the honourable tradi- 
tions belonging to the old coips. Just when this 
rupture of old relations and tics was fresh, came the 
crisis which would have tried the most confirmed 
loyalty. The climate of Ai’akan is not unhealthy if 
there be the means of housing troops properly on Avell- 
chosen and well-prepared sites. But there had been 
no opportunity of learning the lessons of military 
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sanitation, nor indeed of putting them into practice if 
tlie knowledge existed. .Sickness was rife, and the 
Sepoys shrank from advancing into what they had 
reason to regard as a region of plague. Kor were 
minor considerations wanting to fan disaffection. High 
pay had to be given to carriers, drivers, and camp 
followers to induce them to serve, and the high caste 
soldiers felt aggrieved at receiving less than the com- 
mon coolies. The regimental officers did their best 
under most trying circumstances. They helped the men 
out of their own pockets. But strait-laced officialdom 
at headquarters was indexible. Insubordination must 
be put down with a high hand. The men were under 
engagement to provide their own carriage, and govern- 
ment declined to relieve them of the responsibility. 
Lady Amherst must relate the miserable sequel in. her 
own words ; 

* November, 1824. On the evening of October 31, General 
Dalzell informed Lord AmheM that a mutinous spirit bad 
manifested itself among the troops in the cantonment, that 
the 47th Native Infantry had refused to march, and had 
demanded increase of pay, and in short seemed resolved to 
resist their officers. Early on the morning of the ist. General 
Dalzell went up to the Commander-in-Chief, and before 
3 o’clock that day himself and all his staff anived at 
Barrackpur. Soon after, the bodyguard, consisting of 
300 men, went up in a boat to overtake General Cotton’s 
regiment. It had proceeded thirty miles up the river, but 
arrived here [at Barrackpur], as did the Boyals from Calcutta, 
by II at night. Some artillery also arrived from Dum-Dum; 
the house was therefore well guai'ded on all sides and all 
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llic nvcimos to it, nnd wo thou tlionghl oxu'sclves snfc from the 
ntlftck wo fully expected from the mutineers. Their numberK 
liiid increased during the iiigbl: aoo of the 47th hnd declnrcd 
their loyalty and determination to ho staunch to their duly, 
but they traitorously joined their companions, ns did about 
200 of the 62nd Regiment Native Infantry nnd about thirty 
men of the 26th Regiment, 

* All the non-commissioned ns well ns commissioned native 
ofijccrs to a man went to their Colonel nnd declared they 
would stand by liim. The scqncl wilt show their sincerity. 
By daybreak on November t, Sir E. Paget, who had with his 
stntr bivouacked in the Green IIousc, xmt himself at the head 
of the troops. About 2,000 men proceeded to the canton- 
incnt.’ 

Earrackpur, it may be as well to explain, is 
a pleasant place on the Hdgli, about sixteen miles 
above Calcutta. Ever since the days of Job Clmrnock 
it has been a favourite resort of Europeans. Here 
was a great mansion in a stately park, to which 
Govcrnors-Gencral retired from the dust or steam of 
the capital, nnd at this ‘summer palace ’ Lord Amherst, 
with his family, was staying when the story begins. 

‘ The cannon from Dum-Dum was stationed in the park to 
fire over the pales on the insurgents if necessary. Captain 
Macau and two other officers were sent to them. He ad- 
dressed the mutineers in their own language in a vciy 
conciliatory manner, endeavouring to persuade them of the 
folly and danger of persisting in their mutiny’, and refusal to 
deliver up their arms. No argument availed. He then told 
them the dire consequences that must ensue, and that at his 
return without their laying down their arms, the signal 
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would 1)0 given to fire upon lliem. Their ringleaders 
laughed at him, and on his report to the Conimander-in- 
Chief the fatal signal was given. The mutineers instantly 
fled. The cannon fired several volleys afterwards, ns did the 
musketi'y ; four or five were killed and wounded, and many 
hundreds ■were taken prisoners. Tliey fled in all directions, 
and were instantaneously dispersed. Above 800 muskets 
and uniforms were found in the adjacent fields and roads. 
The Court-martial sat immediately. The ringleaders (six) 
were hanged the next morning. Many hundreds since have 
been found guilty and sentenced to death, but this -was 
commuted to hard labour for fourteen years on the ]}nb1ic 
roads. Five other ringlc.adcr8 w'erc executed aftcr^vards, 
and one man whom the mutineers regarded ns their Com- 
mnndcr-in-Chicf was hung in chains in front of the lines. 
Eveiy one of these unfortunate deluded wretches declared 
that their native officers had instigated them to mutiny by 
all sorts of means. To the Hindus, they told them they 
■would be compelled to cat beef (a sacred animal), and to the 
^lusnlnn’nis, pork. All the officers (native) w’cre dismissed 
the service and their guilt proclaimed at the head of every 
regiment in their native language. 

‘Before the troops amved on the ist at Barrackpur we 
w’cre for twenty-four hours in great danger and entirely at 
the mercy of the mutineers. Had they kid any clever head 
among them, and seized the Governor-General and the 
Commander-in-Chief, the mutineers might probably have 
made their own terms. There was not a single European 
or person to be depended upon, and our situation was awfully 
alarming. Loixl Amherst resolved not to leave the house, 
and I determined not to quit him. Sarah behaved heroically, 
and, though ill, declared she would remain, and kept up her 
spirits, as we all did as well as we could. 

‘ The Commaudei’-in-Chief returned his thanks to us both 




LORD AMJJllRSr 


ir)4 


its oiiLwjml l)(>ginning8 wn« icljoftiscd in the same 
plnco, but though the awful tragedy of tho Great 
Jlutiny was to follow, tho immediate outbreak was 
suppressed without bloodshed. Those who blame the 
rigour shown in 1824 may, perhaps, ask themselves 
whether lenity might not have been misconstrued. No 
one felt more keenly than the Governor-General the 
pain of tho spectacle. Ho cannot reasonably be held 
insponsiblc for tho absence of tact and conciliation in 
tho early stage of the discontent, and nothing cheered 
and pleased him more than the proof he was hereafter 
to receive of tho return of a better feeling among the 
soldiers. Tho afiair loft an ineffaceable impression on 
the sensitive spirit of Lady Amherst. We can imagine, 
then, her delight ns she writes thus : 

‘ Soon after the nnfortunatc mutiny here, the 39th Native 
Infantry and the 60th Native Infantry volunteered semccs 
to go anywhere that Government ordered thorn. Colonels 
Andrews and Innes explained minutely tho sort of service 
they would be sent upon and the duties they would have to 
fulfil. , . . They W'cro told that their colonrs should he planted 
at a distance and that those w'ho persevered in their fii-st 
intentions wore to I’nngc themselves around them, but should 
any on refiectiou after hcanng tliese further pai^ticulars- alter 
their minds, they rvere at liberty to remain where they were. 
To the unspealcahlo satisfaction of tlieir commanders every 
ono to a man ran and lunged themselves around their 
colours.’ 

In a later entry Lady Amherst notes a minute of 
the Council in Calcutta especially addressed to the 



THE MUTINY AT IIARRACKPUR 155 

regiment, which had been particularly infected with 
the spirit of insubordination. 

* In consequence of the excellent conduct and bravery of 
the native troops it is ordered that a new colour bo presented 
to tbo 26tb in lieu of the sacred emblem lost in the mutiny, 
and that a free panlon be granted to those misguided men 
whose death-sentence bad been commuted to hard labour on 
the roads. The prisoners received tbo news with apatby, 
asked for their copper pots and marched home — a most 
disappointing result indeed ! * 

Locally the trouble was at an end. But in those 
old days no ruler of India could breathe freely till 
sufficient time had elapsed to give his masters an 
opportunity of expressing their pleasure or displeasure 
concerning his acts. On the evening of March 8, 
1826, returning from Barrackpur to Calcutta, Lord 
Amherst — ^we quote from his wife’s diary — 

‘ Bcceived letters from Mr. Wynn and Sir 6. Eobinson, 
informing him he was about to be recalled from the Governor-- 
ship of India, for certain specified reasons. Firat, for the 
delay in sending a report of the inquiry into the causes of 
the mutiny at BaiTackpur; secondly, for making no com- 
ments, and giving no opinion as to its correctness; and 
thirdly, for not pardoning the mutineers immediately. To 
the first complaint Lord Amherst answered, that the report 
was so voluminous that it took him six days to read it over. 
The Court of Inquiry sat six weeks, and the whole of the 
proceedings were sent off less than three months afterwards. 
Secondly, as to making no comments. Lord Amherst felt it 
belonged to the Commnnder-in-Chief to make comments 
upon a question of military discipline. The thii'd complaint 
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was easily answered. All the mutineers taken with arms 
in their hands were sentenced to death ; this sentence was 
commuted to hard labour. In about a fortnight, the native 
troops having behaved with great bravery in Ava, this 
opportunity was seized with eagerness to grant a free 
pardon, and they were all sent to their homes. Another 
reason for censure given by the Deputy-Chairman was having 
undertaken the Burmese war without a sufficient probability 
of success. 

‘These futile complaints have been much ridiculed in 
Calcutta, and we have been universally congratulated by the 
members of the Goveimment and society at large upon 
the Directors having nothing else upon which to ground 
the recall. . . . The spirit of revenge has shown itself in 
various forms, misrepresenting the measures of Government, 
with a perseverance and malignity scarcely credible. This 
opportunity was not lost by the Grenvillites, who secretly 
fanned the flame in every way, endeavouring by ■ every 
insidious art to get the Duke of Buckingham or Mr. Wynn 
appointed Governor-General.’ 

It would be pleasant for the biographer to pass 
lightly over the less gracious phase of Lord Amhei’st’s 
experiences. But no account of the discharge of a high 
function would be adequate which affected to ignore 
the littlenesses which att^id on greatness. Lord 
Amherst’s period of disfavour in England was brief, 
and in India opinion was wholly and enthusiastically 
on his side. The diary proceeds : 

‘March 15 and 16, 1826. The town of Calcutta is in 
a great state of indignation at the recall. On the last 
day we went to the theatre. Never was public opinion so 
strongly mai-kcd ; the plaudits were loud and reiterated and 
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It may cheer the present generation to liear of past 
illuminations and rejoicings which are almost like 
those in a faiiy tale, in which everybody is victorious 
and comes homo unharmed. On the king’s bh-thday, 
April 24, there is a grand entertainment at Govern- 
ment House; Combermero and Bhartpur in lamps 
on the right, Campbell and Ava in coloured lamps on 
the left, wreaths round the pillars, George IV in 
the centre also in lamps, with the appropriate accom- 
paniments of star and orown. In the great ball-room 
were transparencies representing Lord Combermere 
loading the young Eiijd into Bhartpur, followed by 
his staff, while a figure of Victory waved a laurel 
wreath. Also Sir Archibald Campbell on horseback 
with his steamer in the background, the Dagon 
Pagoda, and a nymph-like figure scattering olive 
branches, — India, Peace, Victory and other appro- 
priate inscriptions were liberally scattered about, 
and the company danced till 3 o'clock in the 
morning. 

Kejoicings, alas, do not last for ever, and troubles 
seem to be impending once more; the tidings of 
victory have been sent off to England, but it will 
take months before they arrive. On May 7, the usual 
letters are received from the Directors ‘expressing 
alarm and general discontent ; they are still meditat- 
ing the recall of Lord Amherst, and we are in an 
unpleasant state of uncei’tainty.' 

The King’s speech arrives on May 30, i8a6, in 
which he speaks of the prospect of peace, and in 
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terms of commendation of the army and its com- 
mander in Ava. 

Later, in August 1 8a6, -when Lord and Lady Amherst 
■were mourning for the recent loss of their beloved son, 
‘arrived a letter from Ui'. Wynn to Lord Amherst of 
very satisfactory character.’ 

We are able fortunately to print the (as yet 
unpublished) letter in -which the Great Duke gives 
characteristically precise expression to his views : — 

‘Lokson, io October, 1835. 

‘ My DEAit Lobs LivERroos, 

‘ Since I wrote to you at Sndbourn, I have put together 
my opinions, formed after perusal of the papers on the 
Mutiny in India, of which papers I send you a copy. 

‘I don’t see how it is possible to find fault ■with Lord 
Amherst upon any part of this transaction. The acts or 
the omissions of his Government did not occasion the mutiny; 
it was put down in the field 1^ the Commander-in-Chief 
in person, into which field the Commander-in-Chief was 
forced to go by the mutineers, and tlie consequences which 
followed are those of trial, condemnation, and punish- 
ment. 

‘But it is pretended that Lord Amherst ought to have 
pardoned the criminals, and to have remitted the sentence 
of working upon the roads, because it is stated (but I don’t 
know where) that the arms of the mutineers were not 
loaded \ 

‘ I would beg leave to recommend to the Government here 
to allow those upon the spot in India to judge of the 

* Marginal note apparently by Lord Amberst: — ‘Their guns were 
loaded, but the mutineers fired them in the air, and then threw 
them away, when the Government guns opened upon them.’ 
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<‘xpc<Uo>icy of punipliing nftfr fnii* ruul legal trial, or of 
pimloniHg, mill mo-sl pnrfioulnrly in eases of mutiny. Iliese 
men have liml a fair trial by a Court-martial composed of 
HaVivn Ofiicers, and it is hut [right?] to allow the Local 
Government, to decide what shall he done with those convicted 
hy legal pontcnco. 

‘ I pay then in answer to your queries Nop. i and 2, that 
not only we ought not to remove Lord Amherst on account 
of the Mutiny, or for any of the acts preceding that mis- 
forlnne, or following it; hut we ought to do everything 
in our jiowcr to support him in tho performance of the duty. 
Neither is there anything in my opinion in tho state of 
the war which ought to induce the Government to recall 
Lord Amherst. 

‘■We ought not to have commenced the war without 
Icnowing a little more of the enemy ho had to contend with ; 
he ought not possibly to have sent Sir Archibald Campbell 
to Itnngoon till he could co-operate with him from other 
quarters. *Uut even this last ojnniou might be doubted; 
ns it is certain there has been no alarm in Bengal, since the 
enemy has found himself under the necessity of detaching 
troops to oppose Sir A. Campbell. But whether the war 
was originally right or wrong, or whether the detacliing 
Sir A. Campbell was right or wrong, it is quite clear to me 
that tho Bengal Government are now in the right road, and 
that nothing but tho season will prevent them from patting 
an end to the war in a very short time. 

•It must be observed however that tho rains begin in 
May or June, and that their effects arc felt in the country 
till towards tho end of December. I am aware of the power 
of tho Court of Directors to remove the Governor-General. 
But in my opinion it would be better, both for the public 
interest and for the bonour of individuals concerned, that 
they should remove him against the udll of the Government 



THE MVTINY AT BARRACKPUR 


i6i 

than that \vo should he guilty of injustice, or take upon 
ourselres the appearance of protectors of mutiny. 

‘ Believe me yours, 

‘WELLINGTOJf. 

‘ SlRXTIiriELDSAYE, Oc#. II.’ 

Amid all these preoccupations Lady Amherst notes 
with much feeling the sad news of the untimely 
death of Reginald Heber, the Bishop of Calcutta. 
The whole of India was his diocese, and the end of 
his labours came when in his second visitation tour 
(to Madras) he had reached Trichinopoli. 

‘On April 3, 1826, he had been preaching and performing 
Divine Sendee very early in the morning : on his return 
home, he went into a cold and very large and deep hath at 
a little distance from the house, where he was found dead. 
He had been in the highest health and spirits previously.’ 

A bitter domestic sorrow was soon to divert the 
thoughts of Lord Amherst and his wife from the 
jars of State controversies. In the diary for July, 
1826, we read : 

‘On the 25th Lord Amherst, Jeff, and Mr. Hale all 
ill from what is called epidemic fever, which in general 
only lasts three days. Jeff recovered for a day, but had 
a relapse; he was able to come to Barrackpur. How can 
I express all our bitter pangs! Another severe relapse 
seized our beloved boy on the evening of the 30th, although 
I had seen him an hour before apparently in high health 
and spirits. We had all gone on board his pinnace and 
sat an hour or two irith him at Barrackpur. Not long 
after we lauded I received two notes from him, pressing 
me to send him medicine as his fever was coming on again. 

L 
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We got him ashore as soon as possible, violently and dan- 
gerously ill, -svliich illness continued with little or no inter- 
mission until a quarter past nine in the morning of August 
the and, when his pulse which had been sinking for the 
last twelve hours sto^jped, and he expired with the same 
placid heavenly smile on his countenance I had been used 
to see . . . During his illness he never once complained and 
his answer- to inquiries was, “ I am very comfortable, I am 
quite well.” . . . His calm and sweet temper and veiy warm 
heart had endeared him to every member of society. . . . Had 
it pleased Grod to hare spared his life till the 29th, he 
would have completed his twenty-fourth year. On August 3 
at break of day our deaidy beloved son was interred in the 
burial-ground at Barrackpur -with military honours. The 
Commandcr-in-Chief attended, as did all the principal 
authoiities in Calcutta. "We had requested that the funeral 
might be as unostentatious as possible, but he was a general 
favourite, and the grief for his untimely end has been 
general and sincere.’ 

The record of the year i8a6 concludes very sadly 
on Dec. a8. ‘ This year, full of momentous events, has 
nearly drawn to a dose. Upon the whole the most 
miserable of my life ’ she writes. 

And then turning from her own domestic sorrows, 
she reverts to public affairs again, and continues with 
most natural bitterness. 

‘While Loi'd Amherst was labomdng day and night for’ 
his employers, in measures that have since proved to be 
highly advantageous to their interest, and for the prosperity 
of the country entrusted to his care, they were listening 
to the base falsehoods, and to the base intrigues to recall 
Tiim , , , The Duke of Wellington evinced both magnanimity 
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of miiid nnd a thorough knowledge of the affairs of India. 
The conduct of the war being referred to him, he declared 
his entire approbation of the manner in which it had been 
conducted, especially tho attack upon Rangoon, a point on 
which our enemies were most virulent, and which in fact 
drew the Burmese from the eastern frontier, which Ave had 
not then the means of defending, to Baugoon, the source 
of all the trade wc possessed, the only seaport . . . The 
Cabinet then refused to bo a parfy to Lord Amherst’s recall, 
which was agitated by the Directors the send of last 
December, 1S25. To this day, December tbe 31st, 1826, 
Lord Amherst has not received a line from these gentlemen, 
notwithstaudiug all the gi'eat and glorious events which 
have occurred. ... I used to try to console Lord Amherst by 
saying so long as it pleases God to grant our children and 
ourselves tolerable health, we must be thankful. That great 
luminary, tnith, must in time bring all things to light ; but 
the heavy nnd awful visitation of the sudden and veiy 
unexpected removal of our beloved Jeff overset us. This 
death was the bitterest pang I ever felt and shall continue 
to feel as long as I Uve.’ 


L a 



CHAPTER IX 


Tub Englibh in India in Lord Amherst’s 
Governor-Generalsuip 

This seems the place to attempt some accouut of 
the Euglisli establishments through -which India was 
held and administered in the first ycai-s of Lord Am- 
herst’s governorship ; of the communities of planters, 
merchants, tradora, which enjoj’cd the protection of 
the Company ; and of the lelations of. those who 
laboured in the East with the supreme masters of 
fate at home. 

The Charter under which the Company governed 
was the Act of 1793, slightly modified by that of 1813. 
The Directors were masters, subject always to the 
power of the Crown exercised through the Board of 
Commissionei-s. So in India there were three re- 
sponsible Vicegerents — one for each presidency ; but 
the Govemoi’-Goneral of Bengal had the piimac}’- in 
theory and in fact. Sir Thomas Munro as Governor 
of Madras, or Mi\ Mountstuart Elphinstone as Governor 
of Bombay, had immediate concem for the intei-nal 
affairs of those presidencies ; but for the politics of 
India as a whole, the Governor and his Council at 
Fort William exercised conclusive authority. Dis- 
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twice niid difliciilty of coramiini cation is a factor in 
the Indian life of those days for which the modern 
i*cadcr sometimes fails to make duo allowance. 

In 1S24 Jfr. Charles Watkin Williams Wynn, M.P., 
was the President of the ‘Right Honourable the 
Roanl of Commissioners for the Affairs of India.’ 
Lord Ra(hur.st, Mr. Canning, and ISIr. Robert Peel 
were the Secretaries of State who had scats on it. 
Among the other members of the 3 ?oard was Lord 
Teignmouth (Sir John Shore). 

The Honourable the Court of Dircctois included 
many names which, borne by de.«condants of those 
great owners of patronage still — oven under the system 
of Open Competition — abound in the Indian Service. 

The Furlough Regulations throw an interesting 
light on the conditions of an Indisin appointment. 
Seventy' year's ago no one was entitled to leave till 
he had seiwcd ten years in Lulia; but to make 
amends there is a warning that any one who does not 
return within live years— five years at home! — will 
forfeit his post. Tiirco years is the ordinary furlough. 

There were nearly 500 retired officers on the 
rolls: so that we can sec what abundant material 
there was for volunteer couneils of export critics at 
Bath and Cheltenham. 

The East India College at Haileybur}’ — it was 
called Hertford College at the time — was already 
a flourishing institution. All nominees for writer- 
ships had to study there for four terms, no one being 
eligible whose age exceeded twenty-two. In the 
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class of 1823 we find there were twenty students, 
among whom were John Kussell Colvin and George 
Mertins Bird. To any one indeed who has had the 
good fortune to have worked in India these old 
Eegisters read like a family chronicle. Charles 
Ti'evelyan, then a freshman, got a prize in Sanskrit 
and Classics. The Military Seminary was even better 
stocked with Cadets. 

The list of East India Company’s ships of the 
season 1824-5 suggests many a vision of marine 
stateliness and grace. There were twenty-five of them 
sailing from Gi’avesend for St. Helena, Bencoolen, 
Bengal, Madras, Bombay and China ; and very strictly 
noted is the time when they were to sail to Gravesend 
and be in the Downs. 

We must imagine that the voyage has been made 
and that some young writer — whose name will by- 
and-by be famous — ^finds himself in Chowringhee, on 
his way to pay his respects at Government House. 

Lord Amherst, we know, is Governor-General. 
Sir Edward Paget is Commander-in-Chief and second 
in Council. John Adam, after his brief experience of 
the storms of supreme power, is one of the civilian 
members. John Fendall is another. This year, how- 
ever, Adam is to sail for home, and rest. But he will 
never see the white cliffs of Dover again ; and like 
many others of those who have made our Empire, the 
sea is to be his tomb. William Butterworth Bayley 
was Chief Secretary. George Swinton was secretary 
in the secret and political department. But we must 
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not dwell on names. It must suffice to mention the 
chief departments of State. The four judges of the 
Sadr Diwdnl and Nizdmat Adalat, that is to say the 
Judges of the Supremo Court, Civil and Criminal. 
The Board of Trade. The Board of Eevenue in the 
Lower Provinces. The Board of Revenue in the 
Central Provinces. The Board of Revenue in the 
Western Provinces. The Board of Customs, Salt and 
Ophim. 

The Civil Servants are divided still into classes 
under the old-fashioned titles of Senior Merchants, 
Junior Merchants, Factors and Writers. Mr. Brooke, 
who was senior Judge of the Court of Appeal at 
Benares, had been appointed to the Service in 1768, 

‘Mr. Brooke,’ ^vrites Bishop Heher in Sept. 1824, ‘hns 
been fifty-sis years in India, being the oldest of the 
Company’s resident servants. He is a very fine healthy old 
man, his mannera singularly conrteons and benevolent, and 
his tone, in speaking Hindustani and Persian, such as 
marks a man who hns been in the habit of conversing much 
with natives of high rank.’ 

Even now in this year 1824 Commercial Residents, 
Superintendents of Lotteries and Export Warehouse 
Keepers (to say nothing of Salt agents and Opium 
agents which survive) alternate with Judges, Magis- 
trates, Collectors, Superintendents of Police, Registrars 
of Zillah Courts, and assistants to all these. The 
Registrars of the Zillah Courts were really supplemen- 
tary Judges and Magistrates. Since the days of Lord 
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Wellesley, however, the Civil Service had been steadily 
growing into very much its present form and hulk. 
The absence of the ‘Uncovenanted’ element will be 
remarked. We may take Moradibdd, which was one 
of the districts most remote from the seat of govern- 
ment, as .an illustration of the ordinary arrangement. 
The station staff ' consisted of a Judge, a Collector, 
a Begistrar, a Second Registrar, and a Surgeon. It is 
interesting to know that the cutchery, ‘a large and’ 
handsome house,’ was approached through ‘'a very 
splendid gateway as lodge.’ But very significant of 
the condition of the country is the fact that this 
palace of justice was surrounded by a mud rampart, 
with a deep moat and four small circular bastions. 
When the pile was built such a precaution was *in 
this part of India not undesirable.’ Indeed, even 
now the villages in this tract are more or less fortified. 
Altogether in Bengal, including what is now the 
North-Westem Provinces, about aoo English officers 
were engaged in judicial and executive district work. 
Less than half that number served for Madras, while 
Bombay had a still smaller share. 

A most important branch was, of course, the estab- 
lishment of Residents or Minor Diplomatic Agents at 
Native Courts. Gerald Wellesley was at Indore, 
Sir Charles Metcalfe at Haidarab&d, Mordaunt Ricketts 
at Lucknow, Sir D. Ochterlony had charge of Mdlw6 
and Rdjputdna, Richard Jenkins (one of the great 
men of the time) was at Ndgpur, Mr. Cole in Mysore. 
Major Close looked after Sindhia at Gwalior. Tanjore 
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and Ti’avancore complete the list, •with one exception. 
Mr. Gardner -was Resident at KhStmilndu, and his 
assistant -was Mr. Brian Hodgson, •who is, we are 
glad to say, alive to this day. 

Of the ecclesiastical establishment we have to 
speak elsewhere. Reginald Heber had left, after 
much misgiving, his quiet parish of Hodnet, and was 
now Bishop of Calcutta. In Bengal alone there were 
over thirty chaplains. 

Compared with the civil list, the list of military 
officem is of enormous length. But many of them 
were engaged in civil work. Indeed, in the early 
days of the Compan}', no distinction at all was drawn 
between liability to service in the field and at the 
desk; and to tlie end of our rule the army will no 
doubt furnish British India with able administrators 
as well as gallant defenders. 

The College at Fort William was the place where 
the newly arrived nominees to the Civil Service got 
their training — ^where they were supposed to learn 
the language, and at any rate get acquainted with 
each other and see something of life. The Asiatic 
Society, with its long list of members, showed that 
there was scholarlike taste and archaeological ardour 
among those who had to face the rough and tumble 
of affairs. 

But of special interest to us in a survey of this 
kind is the careful register kept of ‘European in- 
habitants’ — other than covenanted servants. Far 
the largest portion of these were in Bengal. Scattered 
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lliroughout the ProHidcncy ov collected at Calcutta 
wore aliout 2,500, -who arc classed as Europeans, and 
whoso names in very few instonccs suggest Eurasian 
origin. [Many of the trades which have since been 
learnt by natives were then probably almost confined 
to white men. 'Mariners,’ ns a matter of course, 
abounded at Calcutta and other ports. Indigo 
planters were numerous in many districts of Bengal, 
though none seem to have established themselves 
to the west of the Benares Division. Lord Amherst 
gives a very bad account of the men ■who wore at 
the time in charge of the factories. Two members of 
this class, whose cruelty and oppression led to their 
expulsion from British jurisdiction, had the eft’rontery 
to come to England and furnish Mr. Hume wth 
a statement of theii* grievances, which that humani- 
tarian iiolitician utilized ns an item in his acri- 
monious indictment of the absent Governor-General. 
Cawnpur and Fatehgarh — ^tho great seats of English 
power in the pioneer days — had largo mercantile 
communities of Englishmen. The trader invariably 
follows the advance of cantonments. There wore 
many missionaries. Jewellers wore in request. M^e 
find oven n European ‘scavenger.’ An English- 
man kept an ‘asylum for insanes' at Bhawtinf- 
pur. At Patnd resided a jockey. A miniature 
painter, n teacher of the piano, and a nurseryman 
contributed to the amenities of the capital. MeernTt 
boasted a schoolmaster. An Inspector of Empty 
Houses earned an honest livelihood. So did many 
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firms of wino morchnnis. French millinery wns on 
snlo hy a European milliner. The Oriental Merenry 
ro(pnroil jivinlors. a ptihlishor, and even an editor. 
One is anxious to know how the Mr. Lumley who 
tried * farmiu"' at- Meerut succeeded. Horatio Nelson 
— out of pure perversity — chose to he a land surveyor. 
Ihit wo must not linger over the dingy list, of those 
who lived life ns it was lived in India .soventj’ j'cars 
ago, ■whoso very memories have passed away, and who 
lie — most of them — in some neglected graveyard 
under the gi-accle.'s.s pyramidal pile of hrick and stucco, 
which it was the fashion of the time to erect as 
the tomb of the European. In the month of ifay, 
1823, there were twenty-nine deaths — mostly of 
women and children. There ■were ten weddings. 

The members of the Civil Service had their wives, 
and sometimes their families, living with them. 
Bishop Hober remarks on the excellent moral tone 
of the stations in the Jfofussil. There is much sig- 
nificance in the testimony which be bears to the high 
character and piety of the chaplains. Stories, it is 
clear, wore afloat not whollj’ creditable to the earlier 
i“ace of the Company’s divines. 

Let us add — to conclude this .sketch of the social 
atoms — that fifteen advocates practised in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Calcutta, and that seventy-five 
Attorneys and Public Notaries tendered their services 
to litigants. 

Sueh was the personnel of society. But the foi’cign 
clement in it was not wholly English. Wo read of 
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a Milancso ecclesinstic at Diiiftpur, who was the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Thibet. He was not 
exempt from the strange fatality which attended the 
first four Anglican bishops. After a short residence 
ho died. At Benares there was quite a cosmopolitan 
community, including Persians, Turks, Tartars, an 
accomplished and versatile Greek, and a Russian, 
who had the Muscovite gift of making himself 
mysterious. Of the social sccnciy. Lady Amherst’s 
diary gives so many picturesque views that anything 
like a set estimate would spoil the effect. But wo 
have to say something of the Governor-General and 
his famity, as seen by the eyes of others ; and perhaps 
of Calcutta, ns the background of so much that was 
bright and sad. 

An extract from a work published in 1827 (Alex- 
ander’s Travels from- India to England) will serve 
our purpose particularly well, since it gives the 
impressions of a sightseer. 

‘ The first appearance of Calcutta, to a stranger, is very 
gi'and and imposing: the public buildings, mostly of the 
Grecian order, are extremely handsome : porticoes, colon- 
nades, and piazzas abound everywhere. The river was 
crowded with shipping, chiefly European, with budgerows, 
bolios, and other Indian craft. . . . 

‘ In the evening the course was crowded with gay equipages 
till sunset. The course is a broad road round a gi'ass quad- 
rangle adjoining the splendid palace of government, and 
hounded on two sides by the lofty and handsome buildings of 
Chowringhee. It commands a view of the river and of Fort 
William. 
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‘The Hppenrnncc of Lo«l Amherst on this eccjio did not 
csaclly correspond with wimt might have hecn exjicolcd from 
tlie Govcrnor'Geneval of India, iiiongh it accorded with his 
nnnssmning chnn\ctcr. He i-odc in plain clothes, on ii white 
horec. not j-cinarkahlo for its heanly, attended hy a single 
aide-de-camp, and couple of troopci-s of the bodyguard, who 
wojv di'csscd in red luusar jackets, with silver lace, leather 
hrccchcs, and long hoots, caps and feathers. Liidy Amherst 
appeared in a hotter s-tjde, accompanied hy her daughter and 
an aide-de-camp, in n 6mai*t carriage and four. An escort of 
the hodygumd attended in front and rear. The vehicles on 
the couvEC were of every huild, fj-om the dashing landau to 
the hnmhle huggy. Some of the ladies sported hare arms, 
and were unhomieted : a few of the gentlemen promenaded 
in white jackets, without hats. lUch natives, hahoos and 
others, were lounging in their coaches ; among them were the 
representatives of the Pacha of Kgypt, the Imauu of Muscat, 
&c. The Strand is a street which leads along the river, and 
is resorted to hy the more sober and unostentatious portion 
of the inhnhitants. Here were several heantifnl Armcniati 
ladies with golden diadems, the lower parts of their faces 
mufllcd in white veils, who were enjoying in their carriages 
the cool hi’cczc from the river. . . . 

‘During this month (Fehruary) 2duyB were occasionally 
})crfomcd hy amateurs; halls and parlies were frequent 
among the Europeans, and imutchcs among the natives. 
One of the latter was given hy Bahoo Bussum Doss Moolk 
(reported to bo worth xoo lakhs) on occasion of the marriago 
of his son. The saloon in which wo assembled was brilliantly 
lighted up with wax candles in expensive cut-glass chandelicra. 
The natives sat on chairs and couches ; many of them wore 
English stocldngs, shoes, and kid gloves, which made a 
ridiculous addition to their Oi-icntal costumes.* 

Time, it will bo seen, has dealt very gently with 
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the ouiTvard shovr of Calcutta life. Bishop Heber 
does more justice to Lord Amherst's state. Esphants. 
it- appears, -vrere not aliotred in Calcutta or xvithin 
five miles of it. hut at Barrackpur they -were in 
order. *That which Lord Amherst rode/ says the 
bishop.. ‘ was a very noble fellow, dressed up in splendid 
trappings, which were a present from the King of 
Oudh.' ^ 

The bishop describes an excursion which he made 
in 2 sovember. 1S23. to the botanical garden. The 
jottmey -was by water in the Eephant barque, so- 
called because it -sras adorned with the head of an 
elephant with silver tusks. It -was a large, light 
and beautifbl canoe, paddled by twenty men, the 
bard standing in the centre, who sang songs of his 
own composition in praise of the Company and the 
Govemor-Greneral, and in celebration of -victories 
gained by our troops. 
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combined with a belief in witchcraft ; theii* oaths are 
taken on the back of a cat.’ 

Dr. Wallich, who was accompanying Mr. Crawfiu’d 
on a mission to the Court of Ava, also sends letters on 
his own subjects, and describes a splendid tree, with 
a lai’ge rich drooping flower of a bright scaiiot colour, 
which ho has named Amhoi'stia Nobilis after Lady 
Amherst. 

On the 5th they arrive at the opium-inspector’s 
house at Ghdzipur. ‘ Ho tells me the opium in this 
district alone produces a million annually ; it is all 
sent to China.’ The fields are full of white poppies 
from which the opium is made ; attar of roses and 
rose-water are also prepared at GMzipur, and in 
February the face of the country is perfumed for 
miles around with the roses which are in bloom. The 
party visit the tomb of Lord Cornwallis who, about 
twenty years before, expired near this spot. There is 
a bust by Flaxman, and os ornamental details the 
favourite emblems of the period — soldiers in attitudes 
of grief, and various inscriptions. They presently 
arrive at Benares, where they are received with a good 
deal of state and ceremony. They are escorted by 
a mounted bodyguard to the Efijd’s palace while 
salutes are fired. The whole native population is 
on the banks and in the illuminated streets; the 
bustle, noise, and brilliance are not to be surpassed. 
Next day iliey visit the city with its thousand 
temples, its worshipping priests. They met the 
inevitable sacred bull in the naiTow streets. Even 

H 
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of Ava lieon more reasonable — would probably have 
been among the early acts of Lord Anjherst’s Admin- 
isti'ation, was destined to be the closing scene. 

‘On August ‘4,’ Lady. Amherst writes, ‘our miserable 
family cmbai'kcd on the Mookie at 5 o’clock in the morning. 
On this day Lord Amherst has resolved on resigning his 
situation as Governor-General, and has written to Mr. Canning 
to that effect. . . . The idea of rejoining my children in England 
is a great comfort to us all.’ 

The pleasure of the earlier part of the Ganges 
voyage was Spoilt by the heat and the fevers. Lady 
Amherst was a victim as well as the Governor- 
General. 

A great deal of the diary is now taken up with 
descriptions of scenery, jungles, rhinoceroses, alli- 
gators, beautiful mountains, islands and flocks of 
storks. ■ Various accidents happen to the fleet ; the 
dispensary boat goes over with Mr. Luke the apothe- 
cary, who is saved, but a ‘year’s supply of calomel 
and tai'tar emetic are unfortunately lost I ’ Sometimes 
the pai’ty goes on shore visiting native temples and 
tombs and ascending adjacent hills. On September a 
they arrive at Bhdgalpur and are hospitably enter- 
tained at the house of Mr. Ward, the judge. There is 
an interesting account of his bodyguard of eighty 
men, still called the Hill Bangers. Only a few 
years ago these men, who belonged to a fierce hiU- 
tribe, went about the country plundering and devas- 
tating. They had now become our defenders instead. 

‘ Their strict observance of truth is quite remai’kablo. 



TOUR IN THE UPPER PROVINCES 1 77 


combined with a belief in witchcvaft ; their oaths are 
taken on the back of a cat.’ 

Dr. Wallich, who was accompanying Mr. Crawfurd 
on a mission to the Court of Ava, also sends letters on 
his own subjects, and describes a splendid tree, with 
a large rich drooping flower of a bright scarlet colour, 
which he has named Amherstia Nobilis after Lady 
Amherst. 

On the 5th they ai'five at the opium-inspector’s 
house at Ghazipur. * He tells me the opium in this 
district alone produces a million annually ; it is all 
sent to China.’ The fields are full of white poppies 
from which the opium is made; attar of roses and 
rose-water are also prepared at Ghdzipur, and in 
February the face of the country is perfumed for 
miles around with the roses which are in bloom. The 
party visit the tomb of Lord Cornwallis who, about 
twenty years before, expired near this spot. There is 
a bust by Flaxman, and as ornamental details the 
favourite emblems of the period — soldiers in attitudes 
of grief, and various inscriptions. They presently 
arrive at Benares, where they are received with a good 
deal of state and ceremony. They are escorted by 
a mounted bodyguard to the KfijS’s palace while 
salutes are fired. The whole native population is 
on the banks and in the illuminated streets; the 
bustle, noise, and brilliance are not to be surpassed. 
Next day they visit the city with its thousand 
temples, its worshipping priests. They met the 
inevitable sacred bull in the narrow streets. Even 
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the Governor-General of India has to step aside to 
allow the sacred brute to pass. Besides the bulls 
there are the Fakirs, who seem even more objection- 
able, with their sti'ange distorted minds and bodies. 
They paint themselves white (is it in suggestion of 
the text?): ‘hol}'^ villains’ Lady Amherst calls them. 
Lord and Lady Amherst dined with Mr. Brooke (the 
veteran of whom mention has been made elsewhere). 
Fifty people sat down to dinner, and at the Drawing 
Room afterwards the ladies were * as well dressed as 
in Calcutta.’ The Governor-General and his wife go 
about in tonjons, and visit the famous minarets of 
Aurangzeb, ‘an effort felt for many days by Lord 
Amherst in the sinews of his legs.’ Lady Amherst 
had some talk with Mir. Brooke about the jffindus. 
‘You may live very weU with them,* he said, ‘if you 
are always on your guard.’ The old story of the 
unfortunate hir. Cherry, which was told again by 
Mr. Brooke, confirms the impression. 

On the 17th they proceed to Rdmnagar (the palace 
of the Raj& of Benares), where the entertainments of 
jewels, fireworks, cloth of gold, &c., are continued to 
the sound of guitars and cocoa-nut instruments, with 
salutes from the battery, and shouts firom firiendly 
crowds who escort them to their pinnace. There is 
a certain monotony in these royal progresses. Lady 
Amherst writes, ‘ The Rdj^ is literally covered with 
very fine diamonds, and strings of pearls round his 
neck, a large diamond necklace hung down to his 
girdle. On Ms forehead hung a row of the finest 
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emerald drops I ever saw, his turban was a blaze of 
diamonds.’ Lady Amherst also adds, that he himself 
was the largest man she ever beheld, with a meny, 
laughing countenance. As usual he arrives in state 
with his processions of horses, elephants, camels, and 
howdahs, and native chiefs. 

The progress continues by Mirziipur, and they 
come by difficult navigation to Allahfi.bfi.d, at the con- 
fluence of the Jumna and the Ganges. ‘ This city is 
esteemed by the Hindus equal to Benares in holiness. 
During their great native festivals many pilgrims 
annually sacrifice themselves to the alligators. Going 
in a boat to the centre of the river, they plunge 
in and are no more seen; from the bloody appear- 
ance of the water .it is known they are dismembered 
by the crocodiles. The victims invite all their friends 
to the ceremony as they caU it ; I heard this account 
from those who had witnessed it.’ 

Lord and Lady Amherst landed in state on Oct. 27 , 
i8s6, and were received by General Marley, the 
Governor of the Fort of Allahabdd, and lodged in 
his quarters. The great chiefs of Bundelkhand and 
the regions round come to welcome them. Among 
others the Nawdb of B&ida, with a following of 
9,000 men. 

The company is not let into the Fort, but received 
in tents outside. More and more processions arrive 
with hawks and greyhounds dressed in gold and silk, 
as well as the usual camels and elephants. So great is 
the influx of strangers that a famine is apprehended.. 
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It is only avci’tod by the zoal ■ of the magistvato, 
Mr. Colvin. Dflrjan SM, tbo usinpor of Bhartpur, 
is a prisoner in tho Fort, and no doubt sadly watches 
theso festivities from his cosoinont. 

Tho ox-Poshwfi of tho Mardthjis is among the 
chiefs who como to pay their duty. ‘ His dross was 
uncommon — a small pointed gold turban; his dia- 
monds and pearls wore few, but largo and splendid ; 
his apj)earanco and convocation were animated and 
sonsiblo.’ 

From AUahdbitd began the land progress. During 
tho earlier stages Lady Amherst was full of wonder at 
tho magic ease with which tho tent city was wafted 
from one halting-place to another, at tho luxuriant 
beauty of tho cultivated counh'y, and — dearest praise 
of all to tlio active magistrates of tho respective dis- 
tricts I — at tho oxcellenco of tho roads. 

From Nov. 6 to 10, 1826, they are marching, hunt- 
ing, and hawking as they go to beguUo tho way. 
They reached Fatohpur, which had only lately been 
made a station, and in which tho bungalows had still 
to bo built, on Nov. ii ; and Cawnpur, whore they 
had an imposing reception, on the i8th. 

On Nov. 20 tho King of Oudh comes in great state 
to visit Lord Amhoct. Twenty-two of his relations, 
all splendidly dressed, accompany him. Next day tho 
English return tho King of Oudh’s visit, crossing by 
a bridge of boats. All the gentlemen were in their 
best uniforms. The King of Oudh entertained them 
at a handsome breakfast cooked by a French cook 
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from Paris. Among otlior subjects of convereatiou 
the native chiefs expressed their astonishment that 
the English, Avho are so far superior lo them in most 
sciences, should bo so far behind Ihein in that of 
music. 

Crossing the Ganges into Oudh on Nov. 27 they 
arrive at Fatehganj, a beautiful town tu*o mile.s 
from Lucknow. While the Governor-General and his 
Court wore travelling in slate along the highway.s, 
Lady Amherst is horrified to hear of other travcUem 
also advancing along the road to the Temple of Jngau- 
ntith, but in a dificrent fashion. One man she tells 
us had crawled like a serpent from the other end of 
India, at the rate of a mile a day, and had been 
a year on his journey. Many of the poor pilgrims 
never reached their destination ; a still larger number 
never returned, but died of fever and famine by the 
roadside. 

The English party arc at Lxicknow on December 1 . 
By the end of the year they have returned to British 
territory. On January 3, 1827, they are at Soron, 
a very ancient and holy city, and there Colonel 
Gardner, of whom we have heard before, gives them 
a reriow of his native troops. ‘ The beauty of the 
horsemanship was past expression, their feats of 
activity were astonishing.’ 

We may here break the thread of Lady Amherst’s 
nairativc to explain the political aspect of this visit 
to the capital of Oudh. Ghfizi-ud-din Haidai' was by 
no means the worst of the line of Wazirs; he had 
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scliolnrlikc tastes, and, tliongh n ■wine-bibber and self- 
indulgent, bad a certain amount of statesmanlike 
sbrcwdncBS. His kingdom, however, by no particular 
fault of liis own, was the rallying-ground of the 
adventurers and bravos whom tho Pax Briiawnica had 
thrown out of then* regular employment; and the 
turbulence of some of tho lando'vvners, whose lands 
lay along tho British border, had brought a bad name 
upon tho country and subjected the nilcr to the 
suspicion of incompetence. On tho wholes however, 
ho was able to satisfy the Governor-General that the 
charges were unjust. Cultivation was general, and 
there was no complaint of excessive severity in tho 
assessments. The same could not perhaps bo said of 
all tho British provinces. He had, in addition, some 
very persuasive means of soothing the anxieties of 
tho conscientious but impecunious John Company. 
In 1825 and 1826 ho had advanced from the treasures 
in his vaults a sum of one million and a half to the 
Calcutta Government. His death, which occurred in 
tho October following tho Govomor-Generars visit, 
put an end to tho particular cycle of complaints and 
intrigues that circled round him. 

On Jan. 8, 1827, tho party arrives at Agra. Lady 
Amherst describes the beautiful bridges, tho ghauts, 
tho groves of fruit trees, the T<lj. As usual, Lord 
Amhoi-st holds a Levee. Sindhia, whose health has 
been declining for some time, writes to say how 
anxious ho is to come, but is compelled to send Hindu 
Eao, his brother-in-law, in his place, and ho is duly 
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received at a Darbdr. There is a reception also for 
the MariithJi ladies, sent by the famous Baiza Biii, 
Sindhia’s wife, as a deputation to Ladj* Amherst, who 
describes tbo amusing scene as follows : — 

* I had promised that no man should bo present. A back 
entrance was tbo spot destined for their entrance, guarded 
by a kimaut — n sort of wall of clotli, tbo same os round our 
tents, and so well managed that their palanquins came in 
without tbo possibilit}’ of their being seen. A female 
Dnrbiir, never having taken place before in India, excited 
much curiosity. ... I invited all tbo princip.al ladies of the 
station, twelve in number ; tbe5' were ranged round the room 
on chairs. I ns closely imitated Lord Amherst’s DnrbSr 
Courts ns I could in oveiylbing relating to their reception. 
Mrs. Saunders our kind hostess, ^Irs. Stcwnii, Sarah and 
Miss Payne were deputed to meet them on tbo steps of the 
door and conduct them to me. The name of tlic first and 
favourite wife was Laksbmf, and the second Pnrbati. I sat 
upon the gold chair of state, and rose as they entered and 
met them halfway. Tlieir principal lady who directed 
everything, and even answered every question for them, is 
a wife of a Prdhman called Almaram. After Stilutiug on 
both sides of the face the two wives of Hindu Undo, I con- 
ducted them to their scats, and through a female interpreter 
wo had much conversation. They said they were much 
alarmed at the state of health Sindhin was in, and praying to 
God for liis recovery, and making oflerings in their temple. 
They told mo that they rode on horseback daily like men 
astride, with Mardthd shawls, which are enormously large, 
wrapped round them ; this and a thick veil over their faces 
completely conceals them. Parhati did not venture one 
word, did not even sit down hut when ordered by her 
superior, Lakshmi, to do so. They remained till 1 2 o’clock 
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nt niglit, wlicn llioir Indies conducted them to tlicir palan- 
quins. They brought n numerous train of female attendants, 
among them the old nurse to Lalcshmf, a laughing old 
woman, a sort of huffoon. They also brought many splendid 
presents.' 

Somo littlo time later Lady Amherst received 
a translation of the account of this interview given in 
a Gwalior vernacular paper— the Court Journal, lot 
us call it. 

‘On the evening appointed my adves proceeded to the 
house. Lady Amherst deputed some ladies to meet them, 
and conduct them into the Zenana. After taking their scats, 
mutual inquiries after each other’s health having been made, 
some pleasing convci'Eation on varions topics ensued, after 
which the pai’ty Avas entertained by the singing of some 
English Nautch girls. Tlio visit lasted three hours, when 
my a'ivcs took occasion to present to Lady Amherst the 
articles which they had brought with them for that puqiosc, 
viz. a female elephant, twenty-four trays of jewels, and 
twenty-seven trays of muslin, &c., a'hich her ladyship did 
them the honour to accept. After expressing her approval 
of the elephant. Lady Amherst said she would eat the air 
upon it (take an airing upon it) the following day. Her 
ladyship presented Ihera with atr and pa^vn, and conducted 
them to the lip of the carpet. The English Nautch girls,' 
says Lady Amherst, * were no less than Sarah and Miss Payne^ 
who had been presented to Lakshmi by name. I told them 
that in England it was the custom for young Indies of rank 
to occupy themselves constantly, and music was studied by 
them and was one of their amusements.’ 

A little furtlier on we get the wives’ own account 
of the visit, whicli is very characteristic. It is 
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a translation from the Poreian of a letter from Lakshml 
to the Baiza Bdi. 

‘ On our ai’rival at the house vre found that a high wall of 
cloth had been placed round the door on every side and all 
necessary precautions taken, that none of us might ho 
polluted hy the fame-destroying eyes of the English Sahibs. 
Two ladies were sent to conduct us to the Zenana. I was so 
much agitated at approaching the great lady that I could 
hardly breathe. For some limo I was hardly able to lift my 
eyes to her countenance, which was dazzling ns the sun at 
noonday. After making the usual salutations and inquii'ing 
after each other’s health we sat down. The great lady Avns 
sitting on n golden ^fusnid of curious workmanship and 
resembling the mountain Kailils in splendour; she did not sit 
cross-legs like your Highness, hut with her feet hanging 
down to the ground in a strange manner which I cannot 
describe, hut which I think must he very painful. TIio 
great lady’s stature is exalted as the Heavens, and her 
appearance surpassing that of the other ladies who were 
present, ns the full moon docs that of two days old. On the 
top of her turban she wore a waving plume of white feathers 
resembling the wing of the Scivroogh, and on the fi'ont of 
the turban was a Sirpesch of light-scattering diamonds which 
sparkled like the Pleiades. The other parts of the Snhibin’s 
dress it is impossible to describe, being entirely diil'crcnt to 
the dress worn by the ladies of our country. She did not 
wear a Sni-y or Dossuttah or even Pyjamas : neither did she 
wear nose rings, which was very surprising ; but what caused 
me most astonishment was that her throat and neck were 
quite uncovered. This shocked me very much. Tlicro were 
a great many more of the great lord’s wives present ; some 
were very handsome, but most of them so hon'idly white 
that they appeared like figures of marble. After wc had all 
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tftltcn our scats some pleasing conTorsation ensued, but I was 
BO bewildered wilb the novelty of the scene, that I scarcely 
knew what passed. The elegance of the room was beyond 
the powers of the picture-painting pen of description. The 
walls wore covered with pictures of the great lord’s wives 
and mistresses in different dresses, and at the end of the 
room in a sort of recess (fireplace) was a large fire which 
diffused a sui’ju'ising deal of heat, which was vciy agreeable. 
After conversing some time two young ladies acted as Nautch 
girls. They sat before a -Innd of table on which there were 
a number of ivoiy tcclli placed in a row ; one of the young 
ladies, daughter of the great lady, struck these teeth with 
her fingers very quick, which produced some soul-exhilarating 
sounds i at the same time botli young ladies began to sing 
together, as our Nautoh girls do. It was very pleasing and 
soft, like the tear-beguiling song of the Bulbul. The other 
young lady who sang was called Miss Pin. She was very 
beautiful. Her face was like the full moon, her cheeks 
resembling the blooming pomegranate, her eyes like violets 
on the snowy Himfllaya, her stature tall and gi’aceful as the 
cypress, and she walked like a mountain partridge. She 
showed us her picture which was hung over the fireplace. 
It resembled her very much, but in the picture her hair 
Avas hanging gracefully over her shoulders like the curling 
hyacinths (this picture, says Lady Amherst, was that of 
Sir Henry Russell, once Chief Justice of Calcutta, in his 
full bottomed wig curling down to his waist). IVe wished 
very much to bring her away with us, that the sight of your 
Highness’s eyes might be gratified by this tulip cheek. The 
great Miss was also very charming, but shockingly fair. 

‘ During the time we were there we heard some English 
tomtoms playing in the gateway, in short everything was 
done that could afford us pleasure and delight. . . . "We were 
all so much pleased that it avos diflScult to tear ourseh’es aAvay 
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lill wc lif.nrtl lljo cnrtli-rUrtltnig of tlio grrot lortl,\vlu'n 
wc wcro oliHprtl fo «lcp;\rt.* 

On llu’ J9II1 fho jmrly viisU. Fnlohpur SHcri, l\w 
ilc5orl<'(l fortn'^v^-pnlnco of Iht* Akliar, whore 

ran Jjtill ho Fccn in nil their fniry-liko honnty 
of enrved pnndstono nnd innrhle his Zennnn, his 
rnos<]ue, ‘supported hy inmnncrnhle ]>illnrs, his Hulls 
of Audience, nn<l nil the ofli flees of Mughnl Rtnte.’ 
An old I’ind.'iri chief visits tlnno — ' n strnnjje wihl- 
It'oliing old ninii.' I'innlly, <uj dnininry 24, they 
rench r.lmrlpur, where the young Ktijil comes out to 
meet them with nil his tn»ops. nil his tninisters. nnd 
nil his rolntions. Ixtnl Atnhrmt received him into 
his howdnh, nnd the two dignitirlcs onlorod (he town 
togothor. 

‘On the a.*ith,' Lndy Amherst snys. *wc nil rose 
enrly to view the fnmous walls of Hhnrljtur, the 
ditch nnd hroachos made hv our mines, nlso the sit-; 
of I/ord GomlHirmoro’s camp, nnd the trenches.’ Hut 
the spirit of the scene ha.s been transformed. In the. 
evening they all dined with the K/ljii : the town was 
most beautifully illuminated. There were triumphal 
ni-chcs, coloured Inmjis, nnd nil else thnt .suited rejoic- 
ing. They were mot nt dusk by mnubers of men 
carrxdng lighted torches. The dinner was very hand- 
some, and in English stjdo ; naulching went on all the 
time ; they loft amid renewed cheers nnd Ixuiedictions 
(into the sincerity of which Lady Amherst did not 
make too curious imjuiry), because the British Go- 
venrment had put the rightful heir on the throne;. 
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wives have declaimed their intention of burning them- 
selves ^Yith him on his funeral’ pile. Nobody believes 
this as regards Baiza BAi.’ 

On February 6, 1827, they encamp near Firozpur. 

‘ The Nawriib and his four sons came out to meet us 
•with a troop of irregular horse, and a few native 
infantry, a venerable fine-looking old man. In the 
evening Lord Amherst held, a Darbdr.’ On the next 
evening thej'’ dined with the Nnwdb, and were much 
pleased -with his manners and extreme civility. 

This is the nobleman who, about two years before, 
was nearly murdered in his house at Delhi by men 
suborned by the Eajd of Alwar. We have jfcold the 
whole story elsewhere. 

Lady Amherst gives a striking account of the death 
of Sindhia which Major Stewart, the Besident at his 
Court, had sent to Lord Amherst. Major Stewart, 
answering a summons to the palace, found it sur- 
rounded by a great crowd of the townspeople. Inside, 
the apartments were filled by all the principal persons 
about the Coui't: — 

‘ Sindhia was terribly changed ; he held out his hand and 
whispered, for his voice was almost gone. He had not 
named a snccessor, but said there were two or three hoys 
he would like to adopt that one might set fire to the funeral 
pile. Major Stewart, seeing him faint, asked if he had 
anytliing else to say; he answered, “A great deal," but had 
not strength to speak. Then Major Stewart retired for 
a little. Suddenly he heard screams, the lamentations of 
women,' and cries without, indicating that Sindhia had 
breathed his last. 'Wlion Major Stewart returned he found 
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(lie i>ri]icipiil wife Iicsidc llic flofa 011 wliicli Sindliia was lying, 
two wotiien were liolding a screen before ber face. Soon 
after Sindliia was cntTied in bis stale pnlanriuin dressed in Jiis 
most splendid dress with all the eniblcins of state to tlie 
funeral pile, but notliing was said of tlio Uoiza Edi, bis 
widow, burning liersclf, wbicb was a great relief to Lord 
Anilierst.’ 

So pnssed ftway from tlio stago of native Jiistory 
one who had played for thirty-tlwco years at first 
a leading and always an interesting part in events. 
During the first decade of Ills reign Daulat Edo 
Sindhia was master of Hindusttin. The Emperor of 
Delhi was in everything but form his vassal and his 
prisoner. The Edjput princes paid him tribute, and 
the Peshwd was in effect his subordinate. The Upper 
Dofib and nearly the whole of Bundclkhand and Mdlwd 
were his. The army by which he maintained his 
supremacy was of great strength, admirably drilled 
and well equipped. Ho had the good sense to avail 
himself of the services of European captains, whose 
careers furnished some of the more romantic chaptera 
in Indian history. But his strength was his betrayal. 
Twice he challenged an encounter with the British 
arms, and as the result he was loft not powerless 
indeed, but shorn of much of his early might and 
dignity. Ho accepted his reverses discreetly, and 
died with no greater anxieties on his mind than that 
of leaving his power to his wife Baiza Bdi, of whom 
Lady Amherst has had so much to say. Fearing to 
prejudice her position, he bad refrained during his 
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lifetime from adopting a son as his successor, but 
after his death Baiza Btii was permitted to choose one 
from among the fai'-away Icinsmen of the royal house, 
and in June 1827, Mulct Rdo, a boy of eleven, was 
installed as chief, the power of the queen dowager 
being assured by his betrothal to her givanddaughter. 

The Mahdrdja, sa3's Major Stewart, ‘was by no 
means deficient in understanding, his temper was 
mild and gentle, though his courage was never 
doubted. Apathy and indolence were his besetting 
faults. He was raised to sovei’eignty at the age of 
fourteen, and was brought up from childhood among 
the scenes of rapacity and treachery that chaiucterized 
the Mardtha camp. The last act of his life showed 
his unbounded confidence in the justice and generosity 
of the British Government.' 

It is only fair to Baiza Bdi to say that she 
probably would have gone to the funeral pile with 
her husband if Major Stewai’t had not peremptorily 
sent her to her apartments. 



CHAPTEE XI 


Visits to Delhi and Simla, and Betdbn 
TO Enoland 

It would be tedious to relate at length the details 
of each successive halt on the road to Delhi, where 
the ‘ phantom court,’ as Sir Alfred Lyall calls it, was 
still ruling, in shadowy state. On arrival at the 
Mughal capital, the too familiar ceremonial begins over 
and over again, the unending cirms is ceitainly 
beginning to pall upon ona Lord Amherst embraced 
the heir>apparent and his brother who came on their 
elephants to meet him. The long procession with 
deliberate solemnity proceeds up streets ‘ wider than 
any in London, not excepting Portland Place,’ and so 
they advanced amid deafening noise, loud native 
music, and the bellowing of elephants, to the house of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe. ‘The vast concourse of ele- 
phants heightened the grandeur of the scene.’ The 
heir-apparent, * a melancholy looking man,’ says Lady 
Amherst, hunts, wears boots and leather breeches. 
How well one knows that younger brother who 
imitates the English! The usual receptions follow 
and the Begam Samru now again appeal's upon the 
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."'cono niul ii^ nskcil to flinner. ‘ a phorL old woinnn, 
with n koon oyc, while muslin dress and crimson 
sntin pyjamns,' Her manner is dcscnl'od by Uuly 
Ajnhorst ns pleasing and conrtcous, and she is build- 
ing a cathedral. 

Lady Amhenst hears and <luly sets down many 
a story of this famous lady. Mo.st of them had been 
told to Bishop llohor, and to tho blameless pago.s of 
hi.s journal the reader must be referred. She was one 
of the. most n-markable perfionngc.s of the time. Her 
husband, AValter Boinhardt, a native of Slm.sburg or 
of Truve.s, had taken service ns a sailor with the 
French, and a.s a soldier with tho British. Finally* he 
•liifted to India, where he attached himself to tho 
!Nnw/il.» of Bengal, and was re.sponsiblo for the murder 
of the Britissh residents at Patnd in the year 1763. 

He obtained largo grants of land, and married. He 
wa.s nicknamed Sombre, which the natives corrupted 
into Samru, and when ho died in 1778, hi.s widow 
became famous as the Bcgnm Samru. Originally’ 
a Musalmtin she embraced what may by courtesy bo 
called her husband's faith. After his death she 
became a Boman Catholic, and ruled in great state at 
Sardlifmar— a place in tho Meerut Di.strict, whore many 
a visible token of her glory' still remains. She main- 
tained an army and commanded it in the field. An 
old woman at the time of Lord Amhei'st's visit, she 
lived on till 1 836. 

Sir Charles Metcalfe’s diplomatic skill had been 
sorely’ taxed to arrange the ceremonial for tho ^ntor;.""'"*^ 


194 


LORD AMHERST 


view between the pageant emperor and the repre- 
sentative of the paramount power. Like other fallen 
potentates, the Mughal, stood upon his dignity; and 
twelve years before, when Lord Hastings passed his 
way, there was much bootless effort to consult his 
susceptibilities 'without compromising the Governor- 
General. Either his Majesty had learned wisdom in 
the interval, or Sir Charles Metcalfe was singularly 
adroit. The meeting with Lord Amherst passed off 
most pleasantly. The king, whom Lord Amherst 
describes as ‘a venerable man leaning on a stick,’ 
said to Lord Amherst: 'As you are my Mend, as 
you ore my protector, as you are my master, I ask you 
to sit down.’ And so Lord Amherst sat down, being 
(bis wife proudly records) ‘the only person except 
the heir-apparent who has ever sat in the Icing’s 
presence.’ Many more princes came to the Dai-bfir, 
and on March 23, we read : 

‘ All our gentlemen •went to the Palace to present their 
Nuzzas (tribute). Edward presented fourteen gold pieces, 
the rest ^£5 each, which the king took himself. ’ They 
received some trumpery dresses in return, only fit for 
chimney sweeps; so much pride and ostentation combined 
with so much meanness, dirt, and poverty is incredible. 
How is the race of Timtir sunk!’ 

It is indeed a striking description of the fallen 
monarchs still inhabiting their decaying palaces. 
The gardens are neglected, groves of orange trees are 
in full bloom, the air strongly scented with perfume, 
but everything untidy and forlorn. There is still 
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the inscription over the Hall of Audience, ‘ If there is 
a Paradise on earth it is this, it is this, it is this.’ 

On the 24th, the Mughal returned the Qovernor- 
Genei'al’s visit at the Presidency. At 7 o’clock a.ni. 
Sir Charles Metcalfe and his staff and suite went in 
state to the Palace to announce Lord Amherst’s 
intention of coming out to meet his Majesty ; and at 
8 o’clock, Lord Amherst started forth with the whole 
of the bodyguard, his own staff, and all the military 
and civil gentlemen at Delhi, and many who had 
arrived at Meerut and other stations ; Colonel Skinner 
at the head of his regiment of iiregular native horse, 
and a dense population. The Begam Samru seems 
very prominent in all these receptions. She is 
alwa3f8 ready to receive visitors ; she says she smokes 
all day, and when tired of smoking, she assembles 
the women who amuse her by telling stories. She 
also had three sets of Nautch girls singing different 
tunes at the pitch of their voices, to the accompani- 
ment of drums and tomtoms. 

More visits to the ghostly court follow. Lady 
Amherst calls upon the queen, who embraces her and 
leads her to a seat. The queen complains of her 
poverty, begs the Governor-General to give her 
a pension, asks for a genei’al order that every one 
who comes through Delhi should be obliged to pay 
tribute to her. Lady Amherst replied that all Lord 
Amherst’s gentlemen had presented tribute to the 
king. The queen said that was true, but she had none 
of it. She made Lady Amherst promise to repeat what 

K 2 
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she liarl said, and added that the secretary (an old 
woman) should write to remind her. ‘ The queen is 
a rapacious old woman, intriguing for her own son,’ 
says Lady Amhemt. On March 27, a farewell Darbiir 
is held for the king’s sons, the heir-apparent and nine 
others. 

'It njipcnrs lliat the ro3’al family has been so much 
dcllghtecl with its receptions and presents, that among other 
marks of apj>robation the heir-apparent proposed to change 
clothes with Lord Amherst, on honour which it required 
some ingenuity to escape. Also sixteen more of the king's 
sons and nine other of his relations wished for a Darbilr 
all to themselves.’ 

Lord Amherst respectfully pleaded want of time; 
for the dram of departure was beating at the 
door of the Governor-General’s- tent. Towards the 
end of March, the heat in the dry plains of Northern 
India already becomes trying, and all through the 
brilliant progress, the cool heights of the Himalayas 
formed the goal to which the thoughts of the sad 
travellers were tending. The way now led through 
the less settled tracts on the borders of Kanjit 
Singh’s realm. 

One is more and more impressed, as one reads the 
diary, with the vastness of the tract which has to be 
traversed, its heat, its sameness. The dust is nearly 
intolerable, nor do the trays of jewels, the ceremonies 
and repetitions of ceremonies make it less trying. 
We read: 

'Near a village in the neighbourhood of Eamgarh, we 
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were wet by » iiumliiT of inon, shimc rospcdably tlrcsscd. 
As tJiey appiTOcliwl us iliey set up n haul diouf. witli tlio 
most ibsconlaut vociferations, fo Ihnt llic frij!lj(eni:tl clRplmiiis 
tuniod nniiul. Upan liujuiry veu learnt (lint (licto pc'oplo 
were ctmiplniuiuET of tlieir llnji’t, nuil iiuplorin:.' tlie Uovet nor- 
Gi'ueral to inlerfi-jv betwixt them. Ho was n cruel (les])ol, 
be uuvFKacreil nuy ]ipnoiiF wbo bad jiroiierty to fit/o. Captain 
^furiuy s-pabc to tbese unbappy piople, to inform tbem that 
tbeir Ib’ija was an imlopiiulent cbief, niid that nobody 
could interfere. The Sihbs nro, penei-ally speabinp, at war 
one with anotber. Tiiofo wbo nrc under Itritisb prolecticn 
o.xprris tbeir pratitudo in tbo most rntbudastic ttrm<, 
certain that tbeir proi>erly and tbeir Hvcs are Fafe.’ 

At Inst our ti-avcllcrs nre in the Hills. On April i 
they reach Snh.'ithu, ^Yh<>ro they roinnin to give linie 
for (he rc.st of (he part}' to conus up. Seventoon 
hundred coolies were not enough to bring the baggage 
and the company ! Lord Amhei-st reviews the Gurkhas 
who had distinguished thum.«elves at tho siege of 
IBhartpur, ‘siimll men hut active and intelligent, 
performing nineteen evolutions in the space of one 
hour, with great rapidity and oxaclncs.s.' The diaiy 
still registers .strange odds and cuds of information 
about tho ways of India. ^Yhon the late Ihijii of 
Jaipur died, wo arc told, eighteen men and eighteen 
women of hi.s household wore forced to burn with his 
hod}'. Slany were dragged from their families, hound 
hand and foot, and thrown into the llamcs, among them 
his harbor, as they said ho would not go into Paradise 
unless tho barber was there to .shave him. ' Suti,' 
the great English lady adds, ‘ is being gradually 
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suppressed in our dominions, for the magistrates refuse 
to grant licences' .... Sindhia did not expect either of 
his wives should sacrifice themselves, and it is hoped 
this will have put the savage custom out of fashion.’ 
Banjit Singh, Lady Amherst also tells us, is ill, and 
has sent for an English doctor, but fearing poison ho 
tries all his medicine first on his own retainers. Lady 
Amherst adds that Lord Amherst, ‘who looked like 
a skeleton when he started, is now in good health.’ 

There is the account of a curious custom of the 
Hill folk, that of putting infants as soon as they are 
born under a Cascade, for the water to drop upon 
their heads, while their bodies are wrapped in fiannel. 
This is thought to be a specific against fevers. ‘ As 
soon as the infant is put under a rill of water it falls 
into a profound sleep. I mean to witness this curious 
operation at the first opportunity.’ At Subfithu 
Lord Amherst received some Hill chiefs; eighteen 
came, all very poor, and proud as poor. 

‘One Edjd, more powerful than the others and more 
wealthy, resolved to go down to Calcutta to learn English 
habits, customs, and language. He acquired a little smat- 
tei-ing of English and adopted among other manners that 
of walking out with his wife leaning upon his arm. This 
made such a sensation in his own State that his subjects 
all rose up in open rebellion against him. To restore tran- 
quillity he was obliged to renounce his English manners. 

‘ Captain Newton, who accompanied us, told us various 
stories of the extraordinary bravery of the Gfirkhas, who 
defeated the English repeatedly before we succeeded in 
conquering their country. The children ai’e without cover- 
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of !Uiy Jiijnl; fif’liUiiji i- (luir only rccrcnlion. 

When the Gurhha r^'j^nnent now liorc Wiirohctl to the liepc 
of llharipur, the hoys l:e;:pc{l ojhI cjicd k > hittorly to Im; 
nllowoil to rtccoinpany their j'nreiila that a preat nninhcr 
went, and their \vi%'cis with one arcotxl told the EoIdicJs not 
to jvtnrn to tliem nnle. r- virtorionp.* 

No ivojjiler tlio oainp i*» in koiuo «Vinictilty for pni- 
vision*-'. IhiddoH tludr oivn inninm'rnltlo followerj^, 
dejnjtntions arrive frotn Unnjit Sinoh and from the 
ox-kintr of Kiihul. Their followers now nmonnt to 
2v^co men. On the ^ih (hey arrive at Shnla. T.ady 
Amhend', who is of the fluff of which goofl travcllon! 
are niatlo, is full of cntlnisinssm for tin? coimtrv. 
Although they all arrive wet to the skin, in hail and 
in finow, their uncomfortaMo flattf does not pre.vcnt. 
their * extretne admiration’ of (ho mountain acencry ; 
the magnificent snowy range, groves of cc<lar, the 
ilex, the chestnut, and apricot trees. 

* Ajuil lo. Lnrpe flecha of sheop laden with tncrchandiFO 
come over there nearly itiacccrMhle mountains; each sheop 
has n finnll hap on either lidc im^jvjilionahlc to its sir-e and 
slirnglh . . , We spend ojir time most, monotonously,’ she says, 
‘rising early and wnlldng. or mther ncramhling up the 
mountains. After hreaUfnst, go out with the native hotanist 
in search of new plimts. Our morning home occupations 
ensue till 5 in llio evening, when we sally forth again among 
the mountains; dine at 7, and retire lo ivst at 9 o'clock. 
This is our present life, very cpiiet and pleasant, hut it 
docs not furnish matter for u journal.' 

We Imve socn that on his journey Ixjrd Amherst 
had received the liomnge — rendered either in por-son 
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or by deputation — of the various chiefs of Bundel- 
khand at AUahdbad, of Mdlwfi at Cawnpur, and of 
EajpuMna at Delhi. While he Tv^as at Simla he 
exchanged courtesies, by "way of reciprocal missions, 
with the ‘Lion of the Punjab,’ the veteran Ranjit 
Singh. The Musalm^ movement which had been 
organized by the fanatic Syed Ahmad in the Afghto 
District, west of the Indus, had for some time given 
much occupation to the Sikh government ; and the 
systematic aid which the malcontents received from 
theii' co-religionists in British Lidia rendered it desir- 
able that the friendly disposition of the Calcutta 
Government should be placed beyond the reach of 
doubt. 

Lady Amherst quotes from a letter sent by a member 
of the British deputation a graphic account of the 
court of Ranjit Singh: — 

‘The Darbdr was held in the western verandah of the 
palace. It was Sunday. Ranjit Singh himself looked 
graver than is customary with him. The air was sultry, 
the fountains had half lost their force and the people half 
their vivacity, and though only 8 o’clock in the' morning 
the day seemed already closing — the -whole scene going 
to sleep. We sat for some time like statues, except a couple 
of dogs fighting. Ranjit wore a very plain vest sprinkled 
with diamonds ; he sat upon his golden chair with his legs 
folded up. His long grisly heard seemed to have grown 
since his last appearance, and his decrepitude seemed more 
closely marked. Ranjit frequently gave a twist to his 
moustache, looked around him, and fixed his eyes on the 
ground. At length he made a signal which was answered 
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by ibc fij’j'jvncb bi* l'*ybjscnt i>f Jirroiijo?; in full (1 it:s. 

Ibw full cc'n»iv\mi >> vntcr<<l the r<^«rl nrinc<\ with 
K'lws tvnil nrjim'.i . . . n-injlt Wrlr.'itK-:! (liun nml noiblc*! tn 
bi*: fiivviuriU-'' *o ;tjij>noob. They i'r>nfil in nn wUr- nbn'ln-tl 
:it bi? j'jvrnc”, fuv *1;* ir ln'H'-.nr.' M* r«' wrll *!«<'. Ilm b<' 
i« n ybr.ttly nn<l \vbrn inountc il njunt biv bif;b>bici1 

j‘»wl hip I’bnnton f f'’ «!nl biitl-libr Htnbr, bir- lonji; liMfy 
b-.'nnl ntiil uitlirnd ft-nn. j'irtntril <b-:itb •ni !» pnb- b>'n '.* 

is tbf ncocunl <«f one of tlieir visi(of;«, the 
Ib'uii of ,S:ue<.» : — 

‘J'bc nstui<l(’ml n very clever woinnn. nml bn? Uinl 
jtpjxnntiirc. 8bc v.’.r- <lr<!Mtl quite plniuly in ft wbilt* 
imnijcnl, nnd ber bntr, parted in front nnd tipbt to ilie 
fojvbcad, w.ip fA'ltiicd in fmnt — I bo dn-f'< of n widow.* 
[A lir<Hl:»* j)arlr.'»il in w.-\t< r coleuni ip inr oiled bi'twocn tlu* 
j-agf? of tbo di.My'.] 'She tlmn^rbl borrolf nrrpricvod by 
Colonel Jlo>«, Snjvrintoiidcnt of tbo f?il;bs, nnd wont down 
to Colcultn and ivjiro;onUd bcrcftie to tbo Supn'ino Oovorn- 
incnl. Tlic yrlov.-inco bnvins' occurred cixty yc»rn neo, wbon 
lu-r ciuintry w.'is coiujinnd by tbo (!uil;b!i% Ilie Ciovornor- 
Gomnd could do no nioiie tbnn itllow her u i inftll ppiniou on 
winch pIu* livt« vi-ry roinb<rUnbly, bnl is not i fttisficd tlmt tbo 
countiy is not rc'^torod to ber. She is n Imndsoine, obVnh 
woinnn of nboul forly yenrs. She told ino I imipt bo her 
njotber, fniber, nnd cvirytbing to her, to which I nssonted. 
She then snid she wished to lunrry Cnpt.sin Kennedy, the 
Af siptant Superinte-ndent here ; it made us till smile except 
herself; the said it wns for protection,’ 

It sva.s not only llio glorious sccnory nnd the cool nir 
of Simla Hint refreshed the spirits of the party. In the 
last day.s of May Lord Ainhei’st received an inti- 
mation that the king had hoen pleased to create him 
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an cavl by the title of ‘Earl Amherst of Arakan in 
the East Indies and Viscount Holmosdalo in Kent.’ 
All things went well ■\vith the man whom the king 
delighted to honour. 

‘ 30* Arrived this morning from Cnlcuttn an cxtrnct 

of a letter from the High Court of Directors dated January 17, 
transmitting the following resolutions: — “Ecsolvcd, That 
tho thanks of this Court be given to Lord Amherst, 
Governor-General, for his active, strenuous, and persevering 
exertions in conducting to a successful issue the late war 
with tho Government of Ava, provoked by the unjust 
aggression of the enemy, prosecuted amid circumstances of 
very unusual dilTiculty, and terminated so as to uphold tho 
character of the Company’s Government, to maintain tho 
British ascendant in India, and to impress tho bordering 
States with just notions of tho national power and re- 
sources.” ’ 

Tho Directors and the Court of Proprietors also 
voted thanks to Lord Amherst ‘for his forbearance 
in not resorting to measures of coercion against the 
usurper of Bhartpur as long as hopes could reason- 
ably be entertained of accomplishing by means of 
negotiation the restoration to power of the legitimate 
and for his decision in the failure of negotiation 
to effect the reduction of that important fortress by 
force.’ 

There were only six dissentient voices to the vote 
of thanks in the Court of Proprietors— consisting of 
Mr. Hume and his friends. Mr. Hume made every 
opposition he could devise. 

Virtue has • triumphed ; and the diary returns to 
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tliuly Hfi\ <hr t-ijjlits nml inculcHtn itf life 

lunont: tho tt'lliii;' of inounlnins clothed to thu 

summit with codnvs ntid rhodmlctnlreiHf', hirds <*f rare 
ntul nil the marvel:! of tiu* Snowi*. 

Jhit there was a land dearer, if not- fairer, thnji the 
lliinalaynn IliqhInndK. Lord Atnhur.‘il had atujnnnced 
hia intention of i-etnming to ICngland. On done 15 
he nnd hif. parly ijuitted Siinln. ‘We could not- hut 
feel .'H^rry to quit tliir* peaceful nhode. nnd the inn^^ii- 
ficent Fernery of thoFo Ftupendoufs mountains, hut it 
was our lirst .^tej) towards home.’ It is not nccurate 
to s.ay that Lord Amhervt * invented Simln.* Its 
cl.aims were well understood hy ollicors who served 
in the Korth- West, nnd they had carried its fame to 
Govenmunt House. Hut ho wa? the first Govornor- 
Goneral who ma<le it n plnco of retnat from the 
discomforts of the plains. He set the fashion. Kot 
many years after a lively French traveller dcscrihed 
Simla in terms which would not he quite inappropriate 
to-day. The summer capital of India may thus ho 
said to have been founded hy the same Governor- 
General, who earned British anus beyond the old 
limits of India ; nnd considering how groat has been 
the cflect for evil or for good of the annual oxodu.s 
to the Hills, the holiday trip wn.s a political event of 
no .small moment. 

And now begins the first stage of the homeward 
way. At Sub.^ithu the Viceregal pai-ty are met by 
bad news. ‘The cholera is raging at Nfiin and 
hundreds are dying daily. This morning the Rtijii, 
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hin IVuif, and throe htiiidrcd uttetidaniM came flying 
through Suh/itliu on thoir .loiirncy through Nrtin. 
TJiirty of the latter died ; one poor man expired in the 
bazaar.’ 

The following quotniions give one hoiijd idea of 
what Jjcople went through in those daya, and with 
what cotjrage they faced their difliculties : — 

'After innch dcliheraiimi wc resolved to proceed this 
ovoniiig on oiir journey, avoiding ns much ns possible the 
mui, living ns carefully ns possihlc ns to diet, nnd not 
«lcej)iiig in the infected nir. . . . Wc nccoivlingly set out nt 
.} o’clock nnd travelled over high, stcej), and almost in- 
accessible inountiiins, the sides of which in many places 
were absolutely pcrpoiuliculnr. The scenciy wns mngnifleent, 
but flifls, there were human beings dead and dj'ing scattered 
on the road, without nid or remedy or a friend to soothe them 
ill (heir agony or to close their eyes, Wc proceeded to Bhor, 
the first stage, nnd did not arrive till after dark. There 
being no moon it wns jierfcctly impossible for the bearers to 
SCO their way, nnd it wns certainly the most dangerous road 
that can he imagined. Wo went to bed much fatigued. . . . 
We unanimously resolved to return to Subathu, nnd started 
soon after s o'clock in the morning, nnd arrived nt 7, shocked 
nnd distressed nt the wretched scenes of the dead and dying 
in the fields nnd roads. 

‘ In the midst of all this Lord Amherst received answers 
from Mr. Wynn and Sir George Robinson accepting his resig- 
nation, hut regretting it, nnd urging him to change his mind. 

‘On cvciy side come terrible reports. The natives are 
sacrificing to the gods ivith music nnd tomtoms.' 

On Juno 21 they are all. nt breakfast when one of 
the suite is taken ill, and by midnight all hope is nt 
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an end. ‘This sad event has plunged us all into 
alarm as to our own fate. We have before us a long, 
fatiguing, and fearful joumey, through countries satu- 
rated with this dire disease.’ This is almost the only 
complaint the courageous woman makes. One night 
they rest in the midst of an orange garden with 
‘ fountains innumerable.* They reach Ambdla in the 
early morning ; they have no bods ; they sleep in their 
palanquins. As they travel on next day, they have to 
pass through streams, and lie drenched in cold water. 
On June 29 they reach Komaul. ‘ Wo had not been in 
bed since the a4th.’ It is not till July 2 that they 
arrive at Meerut and comparative comfort, thankful to 
have got over all the difiiculties and fatigues as well 
as they had done. * Mr. Glyn received us as before 
in his cool, comfortable and spacious mansion. Wo 
were some days and nights recovering from the 
immense fatigue we had nndergono, but did not 
otherwise suffer. The thermometer ninety and from 
that to ninety-four.’ The officei-s at Meerut enter- 
tained them hospitably; there are compliments and 
speeches. ‘Lord Amherst returns thanks. I never 
heard Lord Amherst speak more to the feelings or 
with happier effect. I was thankful when it was over,’ 
his wife writes, ‘ being overcome with uncontrollable 
feelings myself.’ 

Still, the cholera ! In one place there were at least 
500 men victims to the scourge, and their wives wore 
preparing to ascend the funeral pile, but..w»wvall 
dissuaded, and actually not a single mii +- 
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Wo need not follow tho itinemry ns they tnensnred 
l)nclv tl)o wny to Cnlciittn. Ono other grief awnilcd 
lliom ; for while still travelling they received from 
Madras the tidings of the death of Sir Thomas Munro 
— the most trusted of advisors, jnost faithful of 
fricmls, llo had intended to return Jiome at tho 
heginningof Jjord Amherst’s administration ; hut when 
tho Bunneso war was scon to ho inevitable, he re- 
mained to render all tho help his long experience filled 
him to give. Ho fell a victim to tho fatal cholera 
while he was wailing to he relieved of his functions. 
The yearning for homo was never satisfied ; it was 
a imthotic close to a nohlo life. 

Ono incident hy tho way deserves mention as an 
illustration of tho temper of a native grandee of the 
old school. The Nnwfib of Mui-shidfibrid set out to 
meet them in state, hut on hi.s way received a letter 
informing him that they would not orrive for o 
fortnight. 

* He flevr into sneh n violent mge that it resembled fren^qr. 
He tore off a lino turban with jewels, and threw it into the 
river. Two rings off his fingcre shared the same fate ; some 
vnlnahlc filigi'co work — in short evciy valuable he could lay 
his hands on — was throuTi overboard. He stamped and raved 
like a madman, and no ono could pacify him. He threatened 
to cut off his heai-d and eyebrows, and make a Fnldr of 
InmEclf. Mr. Melville says in his rage he dcsti-oyed property 
to tho value of 50,000 ru2iccs — his own to ho sure.’ 

Wo roach now tho record of tho last dn3’S in India. 
There is a touching entry of tho visit of the soraowing 
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parents to the burying-grouiicl at Ban-ackpur, wlidro 
their son was lying. After romauiing a coiiplo of 
clays to recover from their agitation, they proccucl t o 
Calcutta, where they arc received in great atato, 
Sympathetic farewells and congratulations potir in on 
every side. A small ship of 500 tons, the JIcroM, is 
being fitted for their journey home. Good accounts 
come up from Ava to cheer them — the population hafj 
more tlian doubled — peace, industry, and happine.^:s 
have taken the place of despotism, c.\toriion, and 
wretehedness. Sir Gliarles Metcalfe and other friends 
vie in attentions and friendlj* expressions. The nev/ 
Governor-General is on bis way, the new Tli/ihop of 
Calcutta has landed ; eveiytbing seemed prepared for 
their start when their departure vras again delayed 
by the dangorons illness of their daughter, v.'liO lay 
for many days between life and death : it v.vis not till 
March 8, 1828 that they are enabled at la^.i to carry 
their invalid on board. Lord Amherst's dej^rture ’’’hM 
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On July 21 they pass the Lizard in the night 
steering for Portsmouth. ‘ On the 22nd we anchored 
at Spithead about 8 o’clock, and so'on aftenvards I 
had the supreme delight of seeing our three dear sens 
rush into our cabin — ^Plymouth, Holmesdale, and 
Frederick. So unexpected was the delight we were 
all quite overpowered, and unable to express it but 
by tears of joy.’ 

A happy ending to a time chequered with many 
a sorrow I Lord Amherst was fortunate beyond the 
common lot ; for India has been stem to its English 
rulers. Thirteen years before, Lord Minto had 
hastened home grudging every hour of delay that 
kept him from the wife who was waiting for him in 
the old Scottish home. He reached England : he left 
London : but never on this earth was the longed-for 
meeting to be, ‘ When, in process of time, it became 
the part of another generation to “ open the places that 
were closed,” and when to those who did so came the 
desire “ to show the image of a voice and make green 
the flowers that were withered,” the last year’s letters 
from Minto to India — so full of hope, of joy — ^were 
found tied togeiher with a black string, and inscribed 
“ Poor Fools.” With these was a note with an un- 
broken seal, the last written by Lady Minto to her 
husband K* 

Of Lord Amherst’s after-life we. can speak but 
briefly. He resumed his place at Court, being Lord 

* lord Minto in India, edited by his great niece, the Countess of 
Minto, p. 394- 
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i>f the Bc<\clminhcr lo George IV in 1829-30.. end to 
Williiiin IV from 1830-37. In 1834 he was made 
n Kjiight Grand Cross of the Hanoverian Order. 
In 1833 he was appointed Governor-General of 
Canada, hut the Government- chan^ug, be never took 
np the appointment. Suitably enough, the appoint- 
nuiit was gazetted on April i ! Having lost his wife 
in 1837, he married in 1839 the widow of the sixth 
Ivirl of Plymouth. In the beautiful park of Jlontrcal 
he found abundnut opportunity of gratifying hi'^ 
t.vdc for trees and flower.s, and the many fricndshijis 
he had formed during hm long and varied career gave 
him the society he loved. His manner was anitnated : 
hi*- features, as we see them in the portrait by Sir 
lliomns Lawcnce, wore calm, graciou-s, and regular. 
‘ A statesmanlike face ’ would be no bad dc.scviplion. 
Ho came of a long-lived slock. After bis second 
marringo lio spent a good deal of bis time at Knolo, 
and (hero he died on l^favcb 13, 1837. In the year of 
the Mutiny, but, before the tidings of horror came, the 
v* t<-rau parsed away, at the ripe age of eighty-four. 


o 
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Adam, John, Governor-General of 
India, ad interim (1S23), 23 ; 
deported J. S. Buckingham, 23 : 
member of Lord Amherst's 
Council, 166. 

Agra, college founded nt, 49: 
Lord Amherst’s visit to, 183, 
1S3: Lady Amherst receives 
ManSthd ladies at, 183-187. 

Akxas, troops cantoned at, after 
conquest of Arakan, 104. 

‘AiCEST£,’H. 3 LS., wreck of, with 
Amherst on boani, 19, 20. 

ALRXA^1}EB, Captain, afterwards 
Sir J. E., brought back inhabi- 
tants to Prome, 109 : TrJteU 
from India to Z^ngland, quoted, 

, i? 2 . 173 - 

Ati AT^DAy’B Canal, 44, 45. 

Aixaeabad, Amherst’s visit to 
and Barbar at, 179, iSo. 

Alompea, the great Burmese con- 
qoeror,6S,69; bunt Bangoon,S6. 

Altvae, troubles in the State of, 
settl^ after fall of Bhartpur, 

24®. 247. 

AiibaTi^j Amherst’s visit to, 205. 

-Aieebica, Jeffery Amherst’s cam- 
paigns in Xorth, 10, II. 

Abheest, Elizabitb, mother of 
Laid Amherst, 11. 

Abheest, Field- 31 arsbal Jeffery, 
"Lard, cede cf Earl Atrdeisi, 
his career, 10, 11 : scoceedeiby 
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of Earl Amherst, accompanied 
his father to Cliina, 14: to India, 
32: joined his regiment before 
Bhartpur, 139 : look part in tlie 
assault, 144: dicdatBarrackpur, 
161, 162. 

AiiBRBST, Sarah, Countess, married 
Earl Amherst, 12 : accompanied 
her husband to India, 52 : ex- 
cellence of her diary, 54, 35: 
passages from her diary dealing 
with daily life in Bidki, 36-65 : 
has cholera, 61 : her diary as 
casting light on the Burmese 
War, 104: her description of the 
iintiny at Barrackpnr, 1 50-133 : 
her reception of 3 Iardthd ladies 
at Agra, 183-187: interview 
with the wife of the 3 I^hal Em- 
peroratBelhi, 195, 196: her life 
at Simla, 199 : death, 209. 

AlzHTRST Lady Sarah, afterwards 
Lady Sarah Williams, daughter 
of ^rl Amherst, accompanies 
her father to India, 53 : courage 
during the 3 Iutiny at Barrsefc- 
par, I a2 : present at reception 
of 3 Iar 4 tbaUdies, 183, 1E4, i& 5 : 
dangerous inTieys at Calcutta, 

Aehzzet, General WiEian:, father 
of Earl A mh er st, 11, 12. 

AliHrSSr, Ktt, I/md, 

sSerwertis Ead, Ks ancestry and 
rdstives. o-ti ; edcssnon and 
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appointed ambassador to China, 
14-17: reception, and jouniey 
througb the interior, 17-19: 
return journey and sliipwreok 
by the way, 19, 20 : appointed 
Govomor-Genoral of India, 22 ; 
views on judicial reform in India, 
41 : starts non-regulation system 
for newly occupied territory, 42 : 
financial diifioulties, 44 : efforts 
for irngation, 44, 45 : refused to 
suppress mU, 48: ariivnl in 
India, 52, 53: visits Mtirshulit- 
biCd, 59-61: dcclareswarngainst 
the Burmese, 78, 79 : docs not 
want to annex tcri-itory, 82 : 
letter on Gen. Morrison, 103: 
wishes to maintain hnlauco of 
power between Burma and Siam, 
112: personal danger in Mutiny 
at Barrackpnr, 152 : notified of 
intendedrccall, 1 55 : indignation 
at Calcutta, 156, 157: recall 
withdrawn, 157: Wellington’s 
letter on his behaviour, 159- 
161: his simple demeanour, 173: 
his state, 174: sends in his 
resignation, 176: his tour in 
tho Upper Provinces, 176-199: 
visits — Bhdgalpur, 176 ; Ghdrl- 
pur, 177: Benares, 177, 178: 
IWmnagar, 178, 179: Mlrzitpur, 
179: Allahitbiid, 179, iSo: 
Fatolipur, 180: Cawnpur, 180, 
181 : Lucknow, iSi : Soron,i8i : 
Agra, 182 : Pntohpur Sfkri, 187: 
Bliarlpnr, 187 ; Dig, Muttra and 
Brinditbaii, 1S8: Pirospur, 189: 
Delhi, 192-196 ; Subdtliu, 197, 
198: residence at Simla, 199- 
203 : created an carl, 201, 202 ; 
thanked by the Court of Direc- 
tors, 202 : journey from Simla to 
Caloutta, 203-206: departure 
from Calcutta, 207 : return to 
England 208: latter days, 209. 

Amoekst, town in Tenasserim, 
called after Lord Amlierst, 126. 

Amherstitt Kdbilis, tree called 
after Lady Amherst, 177. 

Abakan, conquered by the Bur- 


mese, 70: difficulties caused by 
Arahaucso exiles and Burmese 
pretensions, 70-? 4 : invaded by 
Malta Bandfila, 91 : invasion of, 
by Gen. Morrison, lor, 102: 
conquest of, 103, 104 : ceded to 
tho Company by treaty of Yan- 
dnbu, 125. 

Abakan, C ity (Mro-Haung), taken 
by Morrison, 102. 

Assam, conquered by tho Burmese, 
75 : wclcomeil tho English, 90 : 
Burmese driven out of, 99: 
ceded to tho Company by treaty 
of Ynndabu, 125, 

Baiea BAi, favourite wife of 
Daulat Bito Sindhia, 188-191, 

BAjf llAo, tho last Poshwtt, de- 
scribed, 63 : visits Amherst at 
Allahifbiid, 180. 

Baedeo SiNon, Kitjit of Bhartpur, 
invokes Oohtcrlony’s recognition 
of his son, and dies, 133. 

BAiWANrSiNOH, EiijitofBlinrtpur, 
dethroned by his uncle DtUjan 
Sitl, 133: placed on the throne 
after capture of Bhartpur, 146 : 
receives Amherst, 187, 

Banda, Nawitb of, visits Amherst 
at AlinliKbdd, 179. 

BandAea, Maha: see Maba 
Bandi^ea. 

BABiiACKFnB,Mntinyoftho Bengal 
Sepoys at, its causes, 148-150: 
progress, 150, 151: suppression, 
151-153: good cffeol of the 
prompt proceedings, 154: Am- 
herst censured for liis action, 
155: Wellington's general ap- 
proval, 159-161. 

Bassein, taken by Major Sale, 
107. 

Batavia, Amherst visits, on his 
way to and from Chinn, 16, 20. 

Bathubst, Henry, Earl, a Com-, 
missiouerof tho Board ofControl, 
165. 

Bayeey, William Buttorworth, 
Cliiof Secretaiy to tho Govern- 
ment of India, 166, 
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‘Rekabes, the college at, 49 : Am- 
herst visits, 177, 178. 

RektUiCK, Lord AVilliain,his claim 
to succeed Lord Hastings in 
India, 22 : was the Cornwallis 
of the Native Civil Service, jS : 
established financial equili- 
brium, 44. 

Beriiamfub, Amherst visits, 60. 

Biiadatib, religions riot at, 1 29. 

RhAgalfub, Amherst visits, 176. 

llnABTFUB, lustorio significance of 
the capture of, 2$: dispute ns to 
the succession at, 133: usurpa- 
tion of Hilrjan SAl, 134; belief 
in its impregnability, 135; hlet- 
calfe’s views, 137 : an attack 
ordered, 138 : Combermere’s ad- 
vance, 139; strength of the 
fortress, 139, 140; the siege, 
141, 14a ; the assault, 142-144: 
Ralwnnt Singh recognized, 1 46 : 
the fortress dismantled, 146: 
visited by Amherst, 187. 

Buits, the taming of the, 47. 

Bikramfob, Burmese defeated ot. 
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Bibd, George Merlins, 166. 

Bodau Phua, King of Ava, 
threatens the Bast India Com- 
pany, 73; dies, 74. 

BonvGUABD, the Governor-Gene- 
ral’s, its gallant conduct at 
Bangoon, 100: helps to suppress 
the IMutiny atBarrackpnr, 130. 

Brazil, Amherst touches at, on his 
way to Cliina, 15 : to India, 52. 

Bbibdabax, Amherst visits, 18S. 

Brisbaxe, Captain Sir James, 
B.N., commanded the flotilla 
at the battle of Prome, 1 19. 

Brooke, William Augustus, the 
senior officer of theCivil Seri’ice, 
167 : entertains Amherst at 
Benares, 178. 

Buckixgram, James Silk, de- 
ported from India, 23. 

Buoeikgham akd Chakdos, 
Richard, Duke of, said to wish 
to be Governor-General, 156. 

Bubua, historic significance and 
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ultimate results of the expedition 
to, 25-28; geography of, 66, 67 : 
the conquests of Alompra, 68, 
69 : his dynasty, 69 : conquest 
of Arnkan, 7 ° • collision 
with the East India Company, 
70, 7 1 : troubles on the Arakan 
frontier, 71, 74 : conquest of 
Assam and conscejuent troubles 
with the Company, 75 : conquest 
of hinnipnr and consequent 
troubles with the Company, 76 : 
commencement of war, 77 ; oc- 
cupation of the island of Shith- 
pun, 78. 

Burmese War commences with 
a repulse of the British, 77 : 
war declared, 78: capture of 

. Rangoon, 84 : army of the Ira- 
wndi shut up in Rangoon, 89 : 
operations in Assam and Cachar, 
90; defeat of the British in 
Araknn, 91 : capture of Cheduba 
island, 92 : the defence of Ran- 
goon, 92-96 : operations round 
Rangoon, 96, 97 : operations in 
Tcnnsscrim,9S,99: Malm Ban- 
dfda attacks Rangoon and is 
defeated, 99, 100 : conquest of 
Arakan by Morrison, 101-104 • 
Campbell and Cotton advance 
from Rangoon, 105, 106: repulse 
before Donabyd, 106 : capture 
of Donnbyd, 107, 108 : occupa- 
tion ot Prome, 109-1 11 : negotia- 
tions for peace and armistice 
concluded, 114-118: British 
victories at Prome, 118, 119; 
and at Malown, 120, 121 : ad- 
vance on Ava, I2l, 122, 124: 
war ended by the treaty of 
Yandabu, 124, 125. 

Cacrar, occupied b^' the Burmese, 
90: the Burmese driven from, 
99: becomes a protected state 
by the treaty of Yandabu, 125. 

Calcutta, Amherst reaches, 53 : 
cholera at, 61 ; appearance of 
and society at, 172, 173. 

Calcutta Journal, The, 23. 
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CAMrorLti, General Sir AreliibalcI, 
placed in coinnmiid of tlic nnny 
of tile Irawndi, 83 ; defeats tlio 
attack of Malm Sandt'ila on 
llniigoon, 100: commanded land 
column in odronco from 7 tan> 
goon, 105 : takes Donabyti, 107, 
no: occupies Prnme, 109: 
liouscs liis troops there, 113: 
makes an armistice with the 
Burmese, 115: negotiates for 
pence, 116-I1S: wins n victoiy 
before Fromc, 118, 119: signs 
preliminaries of pence, 119, lao: 
storms Burmese position nt 
IMalown, lao, lai : advances on 
Ava, 121 : arrives at Barrack- 
pur with the news of pence, 122: 
praised by Amherst, 157: fete 
in his honour and that of 
Combcrmerc at Government 
House, Calcutta, 158. 

Canada, Jeffciy Amlicrst’s enm- 
])a{gnin, to. 

Cankiko, Bight Hon. George, 
accepts Gorcrnor-GcncroLship of 
India, 21: gives it up, 22 : a 
Commissioner of the Board of 
Control, 165. 

Canning, Captain Henry, sent as 
envoy to Burma, 7a, 73 : advice 
as to plan of campaign and the 
stren^h of the Burmese power, 
So, 81. 

Canton, the East India Company’s 
Factory at, 13: Amlierstrcaclies, 
18. 

Capetown, Amherst visits, on his 
way to China, 15. 

Cawnpub, Amlierst visits, 180: 
meets the King of Oudh at, 180, 
181. 

Chatbait, William Pitt, Earl of, 
gave Jeffery Amherst a com- 
mand in America, to: godfather 
to Earl Amherst, ii. 

Cheouba, Lady Amherst’s interest 
in the Bdnl of, 61-63: island of, 
taken by the British, 92. . 

China, relations of the East India 
Company with, 13, 14 ; Amherst 


appointed nmb.assndnr to, 14: 
his embassy, 17, 18; journey 
tlirough the interior, 18, 19. 

Chittaoono, its proximity toAra- 
knn, 70, 71-73: troops collected 
nt, for the invasion of Arokan, 

lOT. 

Citoi,p.nA, its prevalence, 61 : 203- 
*05. 

CimiSTiANiTT, sprc.ad of, in India, 
during Amherst’s administra- 
tion, 50. 

Civil Sebvioe op India, the 
Covenanted, in Amherst’s time, 
29-32 : its excellent moral tone, 
171. 

Close, Major Bobert, Besident at 
Sindhia’s Court, 168. 

Cole, Hon. Arthur H., Besident * 
at Mysore, 16S. 

Colleges founded in India, 49. 

Colvin, Alexander John, Magis- 
trate nt Allahitbdd, 180. 

CoLtiN, Colonel John, superinten- 
dent of irrigation in Delhi Dis- 
trict, 45. 

Colvin, John Bussell, 166. 

COMBEBMERE, General Stopleton 
Cotton, Lord, afterwards Vis- 
count, Commnnder-in-Chief in 
India, 138 ; moves on Bhartpur, 

1 39: besieges BIinrtpar,i4i,i42 : 
bis personal risks, 143, 145 : f£te 
in his honour and that of Camp- 
bell at Government House, 158. 

CoNSTANTiA, Amherst visits the 
vineyards at, 15. 

Cornwallis, Charles, Marquess, 
and the Permanent Settlement, 

34 ; defects of his system, 38 : 
bis Begulations, 40: tomb at 
GhKzfpur, 177. 

Cotton, Major-General Willough- 
by, commanded river column in 
advance from Bangoon, 105; 
repulsed at DonabyA, 106 : sent 
up the Irawndi from Frame, 114. 

Crawford, John, gives account of 
the B.'tnf of Cheduba, 62 : sent 
on mission to Ava, 177. 

CuTOH, disturbances in, 132. 
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Dacoitee, its prcvMcncc in Indin, 
46. 

Daezele, Jlnjor-Goncml Robert 
Alexander, reports mutinous 
spirit among the Sepoys at Bar- 
rackpnr, 150. 

BEiiiiT, college at, 49 : Amherst’s 
visit to, 192-196. 

‘Diaxa,’ ste.am vessel 

used in capture of Rangoon, 84 : 
its excellent service, ibo. 

Bfo, Amherst’s visit to, 18S. 

Doxabvu, Malta Bandi'ila takes 
command at, 99 : retires to, 
100 : Cotton repulsed from, 
106 : taken by Campbell, 10;, 
loS. 

BonsET, Lionel Sackvillc, Duke 
of, gave Jeflery Amherst his 
first commission, 10. 

DiiiiJAK SaIj, made himself Rdja 
of Bhartpur, 133, 134 : pro- 
fessed only to be regent, 134: 
taken prisoner at storm of 
Bhartpur, 144: sent to Allnhit- 
bi(d, 145, iSo. 

Bdtcii, comparison of the English 
and, in Java, 16. 

Eouoatiok, progress of, in India 
during Amherst’s administra- 
tion, 4S-50. 

£lfhik.ston£, Hon. Mountstuart, 
Governor of Bombay, 24, 31, 
32. 41- 

Exoixeeriko becomes a profession 
in Amherst's time, 44, 45. 

Patehpitb, Amherst’s visit to, 
iSo. 

Fatehpdr SfEBi, Amherst’s visit 
to, 187. 

Pexdall, John, Member of Coun- 
cil, 166. 

Fieldixo, Major W. G. A., tells 
Lady Amherst anecdote about 
Baiza Biti, 188. 

Eightixs, Burmese method of, 

^ 93 - 95 - 

Fire-bafts, Burmese, 92, 93. 


Firozpur, Amherst encamps and 
holds a Darbiir at, 189. 

Gardner, Hon. Edward, Resident 
at KhdUmtndn, 169. 

Gardner, Colonel AVilliiim Lin- 
naeus, of Gardner’s Horse, de- 
scribed, 57, 38 : his force re- 
viewed by Amherst at iSoron, 
181. 

GadrAti occupied by a British 
force, 90. 

GiiAzfPDR, visited by Amherst and 
described, 177. 

GnAzi-uu-DiN Haidar, King of 
Oudh, fond of English art, 49 : 
his visit to Amherst at Cawu- 
piir, 180, 181 : his character, 
181, 182 : satisfies Amherst 
that charges made against him 
were false, 182. 

Gibson, a Eurasian in Burmese 
employ, makes himself useful 
at Rangoon, 98. 

Gltn, Richard Carr, Collector at 
Meerut, entertains the Gover- 
nor-General and his party, 205. 

Grant, Charles, o]>poBed to a 
Church establishment in India, 

Gurkhas, tr.aits illustrating their 
bravery, 198, 199. 

Hailetbdrt, East India College 
at, 165, 166. 

Hare, Edward, private secretary 
to Amherst, accompanies the 
Governor-General, 59 : ill with 
fever, 161. 

Hastings, Francis, Marquess of, 
resigns the Governor-General- 
ship of India, 21 : left a financial 
surplus, 44 : refused to heed 
threats of the King of Ava, 74. 

Hebeb, Reginald, Bishop of Ctd- 
cutta, his teaching and influence, 
50, 51: his death, 161; quoted — 
on Elphinstone, 32 : on judicial 
superiority of Bombay, 42 ; on 
Bengali newspapers, 49, 50 : on 
Mr. W. A. Brooke, 167 ; on the 
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wornl tone of nvUinn* imd olmp- 
Iftlna, 171 : Jill AnihcrHlV iitote 
»l)|icAn\iice!>, 174. 

Him. HANotnn, tho Jilntf'.'ilpnr, 
176, 177. 

Hisnu CoM,t«r ot Calcnlla, tlie, 
49. 

Hindu ItAo, Bindhia'a lirotitcr-ln- 
lavi',in«t AuxUcrat at Agra, 182: 
anecdote of, ] SS. 

Hodosos, Hrian H., n<.diitant to 
tho Itcsidcut at Khdtniitndu, 
169. 

Hume, .Toseph, M.P., attached 
Ainiicn't on charges hroiight hy 
two cspcllcd indigo idanters, 
170 ; o]xposcd vote of tiianks to 
Amherst, 202. 

IXDico planters, two, atlacU Am- 
herst through Hume, 170. 

ImvKiATios, eiicnuragcmcut of,hy 
Amherst, 4?. 

Itaman, Amherst spoke fluently, 
13. 

iTaINTI A, placed under British pro- 
tection hy treaty of Yandabu. 
ia.i. 

ilAirun, sacririccs made at the 
fimcral of MahiirKjd of, 197. 

.TAts, the, 13J. 

Java, Amherst’a visit to, lO. 

Jenkins, Bichard, aftetavarJa Sir 
Richard, Resident at >Ciigpnr, 
iGS. 

J OUN YI, King of Portngal, grants 
interviews to Amherst at Rio 
do Janeiro, 15, 53. 

Judicial System in Inilia in 
Amherst’s days, .p, 41 : causes 
of difliculty of reform, 41-44. 

Kanjawa, fort of, stormed, i2p. 

KaRSatik, Nawiih of, interview 
with, fs. 

Kaye, Sir J. W., quoted on the 
importance of subduing Bliart- 
pur, 140. 

Kemcndin, Burmese stockade at, 
stormed, 88, 96. 


KiiY_r.N-BTAN invades Arokan, is 
driven out hy the P.urmese and 
killed, 73, 73. 

Kino-iieuino ; fee Kiitkn-btan. 

Kittub, affair at, 130, 131. 

Koi.iiAi'Uii, troublcB and fighting 
in, 13 1, 1.32. 

Kyki.oo, British repulsed at Bur- 
mese stockade at, 9G. 

Lake, General Gerard, Viscount, 
failed before Bhartpur (1803), 

I.3.V 

Land SEm,i;Mr.ST in Bengal, 33- 
.33 : wrongs done in fital tem- 
poraiy settlement of the ITppcr 
J’rovinces, 3.3-.38! opinion on 
developed in Amherst’s admin- 
istration, 38, .39. 

LAwnENcn.Lieutcnant.aflerwarda 
Sir Henry M., serves in the in- 
ViiMon of Arnkan, 101. 

‘ LirvKY,’ H.M.S., Immharded 
Rangoon, 84, 

I,Oi’i)oi‘N, nora. Countess of, 
Andierst meets, at Capetown, 
LS- 

I^i'isBuno, Cape Breton, taken hy 
J effery Amhemt, xo. 

Low, Cn])tain. nflerwanls Sir John, 
in ciiaigc of Eiijt R.'to, Peshwa, 
63 and n. 

Lucknow, Amherst Yusils, 181. 

Luke, Mr., npothec.aiy to the 
Governor-General, accident to, 
176. 

LuYn.EV,Geotge,faTmcrntMcernt, 

171. 

M.ycan, Captain Thomas, endea- 
vours to prevout open mutiny 
at Barrackpur, 151. 

Macao, Portuguese at, spread 
reports against Amherst’s mis- 
sion to China, 17. 

Mac.yrtxey, George, Earl, am- 
bassador to Cliina {1792), 14;. 

Macbean, Brigadier-General ^yiI- 
li.am, commanded ^Madras divi- 
sion in the capture of Rangoon, 

S3. 
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M'CttE ACH, Brigftdii’r* General 

Miclincl, commnudccl Bengal 
division in tlie capluro of Ban- 
goon, Sj : left in coiumaud at 
Rangoon (iSsg), 105. 

^fACDONAl.P, Colonel Jolin. sent 
on mission to I’crsin, aG 71. 

jMAbr.iRA, Ainlieiret meets vvith an 
accident in, 52. 

Madras, Amherst's arrival and 
recejition at, 5a, 53. 

Maiia Baxdula, Biinncse lender, 
his reply to Lord Amherst, 79; 
crosses British frontier n7\d wins 
victory at Biimu, 91 : takes 
command of Burmese sonthern 
army and attacks Rangoon, 99 : 
defeated, 100: repulses Cotton 
at Domibyii, 106 : his courtesy, 
107 : killed at Uonahyt'i, 107, 
10S ; his character, no. 

MalcoiiM, Colonel Sir John, 31, 

3a. 

Malortt, Burmeso position at, 
stormed, 120, 121. 

MARn.L.\, Amherst visits, 19, 

Masirur, its position and early 
treaty with the East India 
Cmnpany, 75 ; conquered by 
the Burmese, 76 : Burmese 
driven from, 99 : placed under 
British protection by treaty of 
Yandabu, 125. 

^Iarley, General Bennet, the 
Governor, receives xVmherst at 
AllaMbiid, 179. 

Marshmav, Henry, 50. 

Martabak taken by the British, 
98. 

Martyn, Henry, 50. 

Maulmaik, garrison of Rangoon 
withdrawn to, 125. 

Meerut, Amherst entertained at, 
205. 

Mebgut, taken by the British, 98. 

Mers, the, tamed by raising the 
Merwitrii battalion, 47. 

Metcalfe, Sir Charles, 31, 32, 33: 
succeeds Ochterlony at Delhi, 
1 36 : views on the Bhartpur 
question, 137; orders up the 


army under Comhcrmerc, J 38 : 
assists in the siege of Bhartpur, 
141 : his account of the assault, 
142, 143; his personal gallantry, 
143; settles Bhartimr affairs, 
146: Resident at Ifaidaritbiid, 
16S : receives Amherst at Delhi, 
192, .195. 

Minr.APUu, x\mhcrstat, 179. 

Missioxauies, Christian, their 
educational policy, 49. 

AIostreal, Canada, taken by 
Jeffery xi-mhci-st, 10. 

JfoxTREAl,, Kent, name given to 
Riverhead, II : Amherst spends 
last daj‘8 at, 209. 

Morrison, Brigadier-General J. 
W., conquered Arakan, 1 ol- 
ios: division nearly destroyed 
by sickness, 125. 

Mughal EMruROR, xlmlicrst’s in- 
terview with, 194, 193. 

‘ Mugs,’ the, 72. 

Musro, Major-Gen. Sir Tliomas, 
Governor of Madras, 32 : his 
rdyatwdrf settlement, 35 : judi- 
cial reforms, 41 : opinion of the 
Burmese, 81 : co-opcKition in 
expedition to Rangoon, 83 : 
death, 20G. 

MurshidAbAd, Amherst visits. 
Go. 

AIurshidArad, Nawdb of, a little 
boy, Go : exhibition of temper, 
20 * 6 . 

Mutiny of the Sepoys at B.arrack- 
pur : see Barbackfur. 

Muttra, anny concentrated at, 
for attack on Bhartpur, 134, 
139; Amherst visits, 188. 

Naf, the boundary between Ara- 
kan and Chittagong, 70 ; Malta 
Banddla crosses, 91 : Morrison 
crosses, loi. 

Napoleon, Amherst's interview 
with, at St. Helena, 20, 

Negrais, East India Company’s 
servants at, killed by Alompra, 
69. 

Nelson, Horatio, a surveyor, 171. 
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NicoIiLS, Major-General, after- 
wards Sir Jasper, led assault on 
Bhartpur, 14^ 

Non-Abtans, success of British 
administration among the, 48. 

Nou-llEonLATioiT System, first 
used by Amherst for newly oc- 
cupied territories^ 42. . 

OcHTEBLomr, General Sir David, 
32 : recognizes light of Balwant 
Singh to succeed to Bhartpur, 
133 : proposes to attack Diirjan 
S^l, 134: plan disallowed, 135: 
death and character, 135, 136: 
afiection for Metcalfe, 13^ : in 
charge of Bdjputdna and Mdlwd, 
168. 

Opium, production of, at Ghdzfpur, 

i?7. 

OUDH, condition of, considered 
satisfactory by Amherst, 182 : 
see GHizi-UD-Dfir Haibab. 

OuTBAM, Captain, afterwards Sir 
James, tamed ^e Bhlls, 47. 

OxFOBD, Christ Church, Ai^erst 
educated at, 1 2, 

Fagab, occupied by the British 
army, 124. 

Paget, General Hon. Sir Edward, 
suppressed the Mutiny of the 
Sepoys at Barrackpur, 151-153: 
Commander-in-chief in India, 
ifi6. 

Pakchatat, Amherst’s belief in 
the, 41. 

PatiIla, Mahdrdjd of, puts down 
a religions riot at Bhadaur, 129. 

Peel, Bobert, afterwards Sir 
Bobert, a Commissioner of the 
Board of Control, 165. 

Pegu, townof, taken by theBritish, 
96. 

Febjuby, tendency to, of natives of 
India, partly accounted for, 43. 

Pebmabent Settlemekt, the, 33- 

35. 

Pebsia, Amherst’s relations with, 
26 «. 

FeshwX ; see BIji Bi.o. 


Plassey, Amherst visits battle- 
field of, 60. 

Plymouth, Mary, Countess of, 
marries Earl Amherst as second 
wife, 209. 

Plymouth, Sarah, Countess of, 
marries Earl Amherst, 12 : see 
Amhebst, Sabah, Couktess. 

Poet Cobnwallis, Andaman Is- 
lands, expedition to Bangoon 
concentrates at, 84. 

Pobtuguese at Macao spread re- 
ports about Amherst’s mission 
to China, 17: adventurers in 
Burma,' 68. 

Pbess, question of freedom of the, 
in Imdia, 22-24: the Bengali, 
49. 

Pbice, Dr., American missionary, 
anecdote of the Bing of Ava, 
123. 

Pbome, occupied by Sir Archibald 
Campbell, 109 : its advantages, 
III : the troops housed at, 113: 
battles fought at, 118, 119. 

Baj Gaboo, interview with Lord 
Amherst, 64, 65: a Burmese 
spy, 121, 122. 

B^m Mohah Bai, 50. 

BImhagab, Amherst visits the 
Mahir^j^ of Benares at, 178, 
179. 

Bamb^ the Bdjd of, Burmese 
Governor of Arakan, 74. 

Bamu, British defeated by Maha 
Banddla at, 91. 

Bangooh, always accessible ac- 
cording to Captain Canning, 80: 
taken by the expedition under 
Sir A. Campbell, 84 : as it was 
in 1824, 86 : the British army 
shut up in, 89 : Maha Banddla 
attacks, but is repulsed, 99, 100 : 
the troops advance from, 105: 
evacuated by the British, 125. 

Bakjit Singh, Mahdr^jd, in bad 
health, 198 : sends a deputation 
to Amherst, 199, 200 : descrip- 
tion of his Court, 200, 201. 

BXyatwabi settlement established 
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by Munro in Madras during 
Amherst’s administration, 35. 

Bicketis, Mordaunt, Besidont at 
Lucknow, 168. 

Bio de Jakeiro, Amherst touches 
at, on his way to Gliina, 15 : to 
India, 53. 

Bitebiiead, Bent, the home of the 
Amhersts, 9, 10 : the American 
wood at, II : called Montreal, 
II. 

Bobikbok, Sir George Abercrom- 
bie, Chairman of the Court of 
Directors, ‘informs Amherst he 
is about to he recalled, 155: 
accepts his resignation, 304. 

Boses at GhKzfpur, 177. 

St. HeIiEKA, Amlierat has an in- 
terview with Napoleon at, 20. 

Sale, Major, afterwards SirBobert, 
takes Bassein, 107. 

Sauro, Begnm, watched assault 
on Bhnrtpur, 145 ; visited Lady 
Amherst, 192, 193 ; herhistoiy, 
193 : her mode of life, 195. 

Santa Cruz, Amherst touches at, 
on his way to India, 52. 

SaiX, Amherst refused to suppress, 
48 : a cose described, 63, 64 : 
bdng gradually discontinued, 
107, 198, 205. 

Shahfuri, island, occupied by the 
Burmese, 78: but at once aban- 
doned, 79. 

Shanb raised to oppose the British 
advance on Ava, 113, 115, n6; 
their princesses, 113, 114: one 
princess killed in action, 1 19. 

Shore, Sir John: sceTEiONUOUTH, 
Lord. 

Shwe Daoon Pagoda described, 

86 . 

SiAJi, importance of, in Burmese 
complications, 68 : negotiations 

with, II 3 . 

Simla, Lord Amherst’s residence 
at, 199-303 : the fii-st Governor- 
General to visit, 303. 

Sind, the Amfrs of, support dis- 
order in Cutch, 132. 


Sindhia, Dnulat Bdo, too ill to 
visit Amherst, 182 : his death, 
189, 190 : (Character and eareer, 
190, 191. 

Skinner, Colond J. H., his irre- 
gulars reviewed by Ainherst at 
Delhi, 195. 

Somerset, Lord Charles, Governor 
of Cape Colony, visited by Am- 
herst^ 13. 

SoBON, Amherst reviewsGardner’s 
irregulars at, iSi. 

Stewart, Major Josiah, Besident 
at Gwalior, his account of Sind- 
hin’s death, 1S9, 190: and of 
his character, 190, 191. 

Stockades, the Burmese, 93. 

SuBATBU, Amherst visits, 197, 203, 
204.- 

SuRUA Biver, British defeated by 
the Burmese on, 77 > 

SwiNTON, George, admiration for 
Metcalfe, 138: Secretary to 
Government in the Political 
Department, 166. 

Symes, Colonel Michael, bis mis- 
sions to Burma, 71. 

Syriau, capital of a Portuguese 
adventurer, 68 : its position, 88 : 
taken by the British, 96. 

Taung-nqu, occupation of, 124. 

Tavoy, taken by the British, 98. 

Teignmouth, John Shore, Lord, 
compromises with the Burmese, 
70, 71: a Commissioner of the 
Board of Control, 165. 

Tenassebim, military operations 
in, 98, 99 : ceded by treaty of 
Yandabn, 135. 

Thackeray, St. John, killed at 
Kittdr, 130, 131. 

THABAWADi,PYince of, surrendered 
command of Burmese before 
Bangoon to Maha Banddla, 99 : 
driven from Prome, 109: the 
rival of Maha Banddla, no, 

III. 

Thuggee, 46. 

Ticonderoga, taken by Jeffery 
Amherst, 10. 
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Tkant, Major, Tim Pears in Ava 
quoted, 119. 

Trevelyan, Sir C. E,, distin- 
guished at Haileybnry, 166. 

Tubkomanohai, Treaty of, 26 ». 

AVallich, Dr. Kathaniel, names 
a tree after Lady Amherst, 

m- 

AVaed, John Petty, Collector of 
Bhagalpur, entertains Amherst, 
176. 

Wellesley, Gerald, Besident at 
Indore, 168. 

Wellesley, Bichard, Marquess, 
had too much to do to attend to 
Burmese aggressions, 71. 

Wellington, Arthur, Duke of, 
letter on Amhers^s conduct 


. during the Bairackpur Mutiny 
and the Burmese War, 159- 
161. 

AVestminsteb School, Amherst 
educated at, 12. 

AVilson, Horace Hayman, 50. 

AVolee, General, his capture of 
Quebec, 10. 

Wynn, Bight Hon. CharlesW atkin 
Williams, President of theBoard 
of Control, informs Amherst of 
his intended recall, 155 ; wished 
to be Governor-General, 
accepts Amherst’s resignation 
with regret, 204. 

Yandabh, treaty of, ending the 
Burmese War, 125. 

Ye, taken by the British, 98. 


TEE END 




